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DePue Today is Tuesday, January 15, 2013. My
Director ofOral History with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
Today | 6m in Jacksonvi hois€gllegé, Whippleo i s, s

Hal | . |l 6m with Congressman Paul Findl e
Findley: Good morning.
DePue: | 6ve dkierg fl@r ward t this interview. I

aut obiography.
a bit toget your story R
about growing up e
here in Jacksonville | &
and your military
experiences during
World War 11, and
maybe a little bit
beyond that, as well.
Sol et 6s st
beginning Tell me
when and where you
were born.

0
u 6 Voelayllwant te ask yawquitea s c i n a't

. I
A $ "f‘"&"‘

-~

| <
3 o
>

Findley: | was bon June 23,
1921 in a bungalow Paul Findley (far left), with his siblings.
that still existshere
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onEdgehilRoad. | now | ive about three bloc
far in this life.

Were you actually born in the home?

Yes. We had five chil dndsephStilwedlhoul dnot
Findley, my father, and Florence Nichols Findley, my mother, had five

children. The eldest was William, who becaangell-known expert on the

properties of plastics. He was a lot older than I, by my standard, | wouyld say
probably aboueight years. And my eldest sister, Miriam, was two years

younger than helwo yeardafter] that, Ruth came on the scene. Then there

was a gap of about four years, | believe, when | did. Then the youngest child

still lives, theonly sibling | havestill alive, Barbaral was sixyearsold when

she was born.

It sounds like your father would have been too old to serve durirfgriste
World War, then.

He did not serve. He had children by that time, two children, | believe. He was

in the YMCA program. He had been the general secretary of the YMCA in
Mankato,Minnesotawhich | believe was his first assignment. He was general
secretary there. It was, and still éssizable property. Then he heard about an

opening here in Jacksonville. He thoughh at 6d be a step up.
of being closer to Princeton, where my

Princeton, lllinois.

Yes, Bureau County. My father was from Indiana, | thiBkown County,
Indiana.

What nationality, what ethasi backgr ound was your fami

Well, my mother loved genealogy. She had a passion forShatinsisted that

our main blood was Scottish, not Irish, but there was a mixture. She traced the
ancestry back severgénerationsfound that an arestor was a general in the
Revolutionary Waand | think, was mentioned for vicpresident during his

i fe. I hope | can bring back his name
father met at Geneva, Wisconsin, where they both were attending a YMCA
corference.They had a little walk along the lake thelfee popped the

guestion, and she agreed.

She hadhad one year of colige . 't was t Wéeatorm gi r | s
College known as a very conservative institution. | think she had art classes.
She madeame gold decorated china. | still have a sample of it. She loved art.
She didnét do as much with it as she w
it thatall of us had a dash of it.
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My father was one of ten boys in this one family, two girls and ten
boys. When he died, | believe there was only one brother still alive, but both
sisters survived. They were both teachers. He had one year at Purdue

University. |l 6m not sure why he went,
he made on a lathe, whichIché&wis ver y much. |1 06m not sur
given it yet to a grandchild.. Hef not,

obviously had an immediate interest in the YM@¥#ter one year at Purdue,
he attended aamingschool in Chicago for Y secretariaed then had the
assignment in Mankato. | think that was his first.

He was, at that time, a Methodist. My mother was Methodist, too. And
curiously, when we came to Jacksonvilie,was a Methodist YMCA
secretaryButthe State Street Presbyterian Chuneld a vacancy in the
pastorateand they persuaded him, as Y secrelaayh i ch wasndét too
for a'Y secreta to fill in as pastor of the church until they hired a regular
minister.It went on for about four or five months, | believe, but in that time,
the family got so accustomed to attending a Presbyterian Chibeghjust
stayed. | became a member of the Presbyterian Church when | reached the
right age, and so did my sisters.

DePue: It harkens back to the old Scottish roots that the family had

Findley: 't does. Th atAdddremamna Bresbye@ah.vi ni st .
DePue: You said your dad came to work in the YMCA here in Jacksonville?
Findley: Yes, and it turned out to be a bad experience. This was right after the war,

World War I. The local Y hadecided to sell the old building and to use their
revenue as a starting point for a new building. Well, there was-gd¢ao
depression that followed World War |, grtliring that time, the directors of
the Y chose to meet current expenses out of theibgifdnd So,in a short
time, the building fund was gonkly father lost interest in that and decided to
try his hand at farming, which was another big mistékeighs)

DePue: Had his parents been farmers?

Findley: Yes, they were lifelong farmers, alttgln my mot her 6s f at her
bricklayer and plastereHe moved to Princeton, the county seagjood many
years before he died, and he did some plastddaglso was sent, at an early
age, toOklahoma territory, where he bugobome cabins for Indi@One of my
prized possessions is a pair of buffalo horns that are tied together very neatly,
a souvenir oDklahoma days.

DePue: But back to your father, and his hand at farming.

! The Findley oral history interviews were conducted in the Paul Findley Congressional Offieenvilegated
in Whipple Hall on the lllinois College campus. Congressman Findley has donated many of his personal and
professional artifacts to the museum.
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Findley: It was a mess. He had never had experience running a farm, piuhged
rightintoitt TheDe pr essi on was no help, of cour
either to be managing the family farm, becaysgging by comments | heard
my mother make over the years, her parents, Augustus Nichols and his wife,
frequentlyfound fadt with poorPop and higrying to keep the farrafloat.
Well, after two seasons, he was ready to go back to Jacksonville, which he
did.

| have several early memories of the fakty birth was in
Jacksonvillewvhen he was Y secretary, but my earliest mgmeas the day
that a sack of flour was placed on the kitchen table. I, without intending any
har m, pull ed the table away, and the f
a catastrophe financially. Everything
eledricity, but | remember that because | was guilty of causing a problem. |
also have a faint memory of the day that they slaughtered pigs,drotise
lawn of the farmhousend just to have the impression of them loading
ground up pork into a piece of @stine, which | thought was a terrible way to
preserve food. Sahose were the two glimpses.

Then | had a further glimps&he night | rememberiding with my
father in an open sedan, which | assume he owetvas nailing ugifor
sale signs. He decigd to sell what property he had on the farm, pull up
stakes and leave. | was there to withess the ordeal he had of nailing up signs to

advertise the sale. I dondt know whet h
happened.

DePue: What did he do then, aftbe moved away from the farm?

Findley: He moved back to Jacksonville, which he liked. He enjoyed the town and

accepted a job as a salesman for MetLife, Metropolitan Life Insurance
Company. There were two such salesmen in Jacksonville, | believe. It was
already the leading surance company, | believide spent every day and
evay Saturday, including the weeddtys driving from houseo-house to

collect maybe twentyive cents offifty cents as the premium for the month
from each of the holders ofaninsucae pol i cy. That 6s t he \
premium. He had to clelct it. He had a big fat bookalled the blue buk, in
which he entered the transactioH& kept the money until Saturday. |
remember watching. My father and mother were working togetherodittap
desk in the entrywato our little bungalow oidgehill They were counting

up his receipts, which he would then deposit that same day to Metropolitan
Life.

DePue: Being a salesman, you think of a certain personality that goes along with it.
| t sdrsebody who has to deal with rejection a lot. Would you say your father
was a natural salesman?
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Findley: All'l know is that he survived as a salesman and continued for several years,
unt i | Parkinsonds struck him. dHéthad a
afford a new one, but it seems he always had a used limousine that was either
taking him around town or being repaired. It wound up in the shop quite a bit.

DePue: How else would you describe his personality, especially before he got the
Parkinsonds?

Findley: Well, he was always business. | 06m sure
happiest moments | had was the day he brought a suit of clothes home from
Myers Brothers, which was in Jacksonvillewas a twepiece suit. Maybe it
had a vest, too. Butwas a jacket and a pair of kakgth trousers, and |
thought that was terrific.

DePue: That was for you?

Findley: Yeah, it was for me. | wasndt even at
guess he knew what size to get. | was really touched thabihlel do that.

DePue: You said, Al &6m sure he was a good fath
see him that much.

Findley: |l didnodot . N o b qitdsgemelditodme, almhest daycandknighd. |
imagine he did quite a feaollections at nightlt does seem almost pitiful that
he would have the chore of picking up fifty céntsr at the most$1d and
makecalls day and night for that purpose.

He was almost always driving a used Franklin sedan. | remember that
he had two different Franklins. One waspably a model 1922 and the other
model, maybe two years later. But they were nice cars. | remember they had
pull-down seats in the back seat, and/thad curtains in the windows tife
back. It was kind of a fancy vehicle at one time. | later discovered was
probablyPopd s , io abarn in Roodhouse, lllincié man that had a
fondness for old cars bought this car and had spent a lot of money fixing it up.
He would take it around to parades, occasionally, but never drove it.

DePue: How did the Parkien 6 s a f f effect theHamity? and a
Findley: One day, he came hodeave lived on Park Street by th&rand he showed
me his hands. His fingers were stiff. They had been around the steering wheel
all day, and it was obvious he had trouble, big trodblwas n 6t | ong bef o
he retired, in order to qualify for a pension, which $&6a month That
became the familyds sole regular 1incon
DePue: Was the pension from Metropolitan Life?
Findley: Yes. It was a health policy he bought, which was fortuitous.
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DePue You cané6ét i magine what the familyds fi
made that decisich

Findley: That 6s right. Well , each -sopportingsl became,
earned money when | was mowing lawns aTdte reel typenowers were the
only kind you hadlaughs) and they were hard to keep sharp, so | had #at.
big lawn would be seventive cents. The other average lawns would be fifty.
I t 6 s waytohmake doney, but | could keep all the money | earned, no
taxes.(both laugh)

DePLe: Seventyfive cents in those days, though, in the late twenties, early thirties
would have been serious money. How long would it take you to mow a big
lawn?

Findley: I 61 1 iu &aketwyp andashalf hours.

DePue: That 6s quite a bit of ti me.

Findley: | did quite a bit of that. One day, a lady named Miss Pénoever married

lived onGroveStreet, near our housshe called me up. She wanted me to
deliver a letter across town, which | dighe paid me ten cents for the

delivery. She struck me asibg an oddity.The namePrince was well

established becauséDavid Princewhosename was on the junior high

school at that time. It was a separate building in back of what, for many years,
was the high schoan West State. They had access to the B&rince

Building on second story tunnels that we could use.

DePue: How about your mother? You havenot t al

Findley: Oh, wellshewass he wor ked. |l 6m not sure just
sayd

DePue: You mean after the Parkinsondés?

Findley: That was afteP ar ki n s o ngtesthaspoint,d thikk she Was ftiime

mother and homemaker and a good @me waghe leader of the family. She

had to be, had no choice, but she did a terrific job. She led by example. There

must have beeather occasions, but | remember vividly one time | was

scolded neverwhipped (laughs)no bodily attack but she was very upset

with me, because | had promised to come home from school right after school

and not tarry to play football or whatever was nstead, | came in the usual

hour, rather late, pretty close to supperti®@ had warned me to come home

early so | could get ready to play in the band, which was giving a concert that

night. | remember vividlys he s ai d, AwWel |, loftkehoul d m
concerttonight as punishment, but MPaul] Van Badegraverthe director,

| 6m woulkd miss your tr @aoghs) Andshésaikhi c h |
ASb wondt do t hadme, abduéd whatl tellajou sromlthiss t e n
day on. o
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Oh,llav e anot he rwhatl pubimthenbok? busome day,
Mom asked me to go to the grocery store right at the eaigéhill | think
she probably gave me fifty cents, or maybe it was a dollar, and asked me to
get two or three items, which I ditlbrought the change homand she said,
AWel |lgo wldbdwegeht yourself some candy wi f
astounded me. | hadndét had af(oth hi nt th
laughy | said, fAWell, 106d |like,tgogorkac
homeJusts t ay (lughske . O

After your father got the Parkinsonos,

She did some laundry work. | know that shekicare of the shirts for a doctor
that lived nearby. She always had a garden, ewePark Street. ORdgehil|

she had a full lot next to our home that was a vegetable garden thablshe to
care of every year, but that was befBepg ot P a r Bui timegobsh 6 s .
know she had as long as she wanted them. She was manager of the high
school cafeteria, and that was nice, because we could all eat there. | had a job
as cashierl believe,most of the time, and my pay was lunch. | remember that
she would get quantities of surplus food and to her amazénhept tsée s

w h a thénsit that maketrrific pie?

Pecans?

Pecan. Shedd get huis,geacdtiuThepwere suiplus. | of p
The government program for pecans was established, part of the south, you

know. That 6s t he way t lwasythrogghtcaferas.[dheof suppl
high schoollhad a candy counteais a part of the cafeteriahich was open

during the noon houButalsq if a faculty member wanted to get a candy bar,

welcome to come ifMy mother]told me an amusing happenifigughs)

One day, there werseveral faculty members, and she offered each of them a

candy barat her expensell but one t@k the candy bar, and that one said,

Al 6d rat her have itt hteo nhicrk.e |, sonb@mto tshhaet ¢
laugh)He was a high school teacher.

| would imagine her finances were such that they should have been giving her
the nickel.

That 6s right . $tbaweek That duld sb2ad dayrtoyputw a s
on a full food program for the kid$3.

| would think after that, by he t i me she got home, she
muchcoki ng or <c¢l eaning, but didndét have
She did it anyway, although |1 &dm sure s
aware of.

2 Congressman Findley is referring to his mem®peking Out
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You mean your siste?s
Yes.
How mud did she have to do with your father?

Welb,by t hen, h aut by himsdlf dt mllb e wgsealble to kind of
stumble around inside the house, but n
any attention to him, to my great regrgust didn 6 Mom was the

breadwinner, the mother, the inspiration for all of us, and she got us all to go

to church every Sunday.

How else would you describe her personality?

She had a good sense of humott  d i d nuptobo ofben, ibut it veashere.

Wewer endot afraid of her, but we recogn
was the law, noPop Pop very soon had difficulty saying anything. Words
camehardBy t he time | was a sophomore in ¢

were both decease@he hal the opportunity to receive, as part of the estate,

the family home in Princeton, which had been a very nice, big, fine home at

one time, but it was very much rundown. But she Rogmoved up to that

|l ocation, and | 6m s ur e eytthatehelpeds Buesheh ad i n
was such a frugal pers that when she diedtaa very, very advanced age,

hundred and spbut her last six years, she was in a retirement home and
couldndét see anything or hardly say an

But Mom took full care of my fathernever a nurse in the home that |
know of So,she t@k care of him through the night, as well as when she was
in the house daytime. She would get him dressed in the morning, and he
would be on his own alone during much of the day, although my sister,
Barbara, younger than[ivas therejwhen the family lived at 806 West
College Avenue here in Jacksonville, he could still help wash the dishes. That
was about the only thing he could do. Barbara told me that she and he became
good friends, and they would siigether and talk, which is something | never
did with my father, to my regret.hey would sit on the porch, maybe, and
have a can of pork and beans togethsiunch, while she was home from
school.

Mom stayed with the cafeteria work during the schoot yieethe
summer she managed the Prairie Farms Ice Cream Shop, which was located in
a building that came down and became the south lawn of the public Jibrary
just a few years agd.he Prairie Farms had a small building that they used for
various purposedut they also had, as a part of it, a store where people could
come in, get a milkshake, buy ice cream cones, things like that.

Did that mean you could get a discount for ice cream in the summertime?
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Findley: | probably gotafreeong | 6 m n patthoughthiseeminds me oPo® s
earlier days. Sunday was a day when the family was all together, the only
time, except for Saturday night, and that was never sureP@uould take
us for a ride, maybe out in the countitywas a thrilling time. Ad then
before the episode was over, we stoppdder r i. Heavend isside we
stayed in the car. He went inside and got us each an ice cream cone. That was
before he became an invalid. He was still driving.

DePue: Who would you say you tik after moreyour mother or your father?

Findley: | never reached the pinnacle that she held all her life, but | guess all of us tried
to emulate her where we could. | was always interested in sports. My brother
never was. Th elwapplayingsbaseldit &verg ¢arly age.oln
fact, while we were still living oledgehillRoad which would probably take
me into junior highyeatsl r emember at dusk one nigh
oncoming baseball, and it hit me in the forehead and knocked me unconscious
for awhile. And then | came out of it.

| remember another time that | stepped on a rusty nail, and it went
deepintomyheeMompul | ed it out, dressed the v
doctor, just used iodine, as | recall. And aHosas riding on the handlebars
of a bicycle ridden by my brother. Tha
together, | think. I think | caught my heel in theokps of the front wheel and
that threw me to the pavin@nce again, | was unconscious for a while.
Maybe t hat 6s whallifetime, led menntorpelitice. f f

DePue: S nce you did end up in politics |l ater
politics was ever a topic of discussion around the dinner table or at home.

Findley: I candt e everbaing tim, mthaghrmy parents were born and
rearedRepublicas . They voted that way, but I«
talking about public issues.

DePue: Now, this would have been during the FDR yeatsleasth 3a2.
Findley: That 6s right . Th a trdvas prettygchaningld. Heh e n , n
was able to shuffle around, but thatoés

Hoover and FDR, and | becam®apublicarat a very tender age. My first
campaign activity was the presidential bid of Alf Landon of Kansas. ltawas
colorful campaigpand | had hopes that he would beat FDR, but he, of course,
carried Maine and Vermont, | thindaughs)

DePue: Well, according to my caulations, heranin 3 6
Findley: That 6s right.

DePue: You would have been fiftegrears oldat the time.
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That 6s right .

That 6s earlier than most people get 1in
Alf Landond or what was it about FD& thatcaused you to be an Alf Landon

guy?
| listened to his fireside chats.

Y o u 0 r rg alboat FIXRNnow.

Yes | was very conservative in my outlk. | had aused mimeograph. | had a

used typewriter that | bought, and that put me in the publishing business. |

earned some money by printing programs for recitals or band concerés or th
church bulletins. | é © b Vidior Shepbendevasb e r  wh o
then theSuperintendent o$chools, and he askede to mimeograph copies of

hisma s t degre@.&low it puzzles me that he w&sperirtendent ofSchools

with only ama s t degre&Jsut he waslt may have been that he was not a

unit superintendent, but just a superintendent with limited authority over one

room schools. We had a lot of them. But that was my biggest publication job.

My sister, Barbara, who liked to follow me around,lpeed me put it together.

It 6s kind of a curiosity. Victor Sheph:
marrying a very young higéchool girl. My wife, anavid bridge player, years

later played bridge with this wife of Victor H. Shepherd. | forgetfinst

name, but she lived on the cornerafgehillRoad.She was quite young.

But apparently his career didndét suffe

That 6s right. l &m not sure whether the
the job.(laughs)

Tell me a little bit more about the schools that you attended. satrt &ith
grade andunior high years. Were they public schools in town?

Yes. | attended only public schools. | attended
two differentgrade schools, becaysame dayin _
Washington School, a fire started in the attic, a
it burned to the groundn the wake of that
tragedy nobodywas hurfts houl dn o't
tragedy theypassed a bond issue in 1934, |
believe, which would be almost unheard of that
anybody got approvailf a bond issue, but they
did in Jacksonville.

In the depths othe Depression

They builtfour brand new elementary schoolS  pau1 Findl ey proto.f i r

You have a wonderful story in the dloabout
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that experience of that schdmirning.

Findley: Yeah.(laughs Pop tmwk me in the building while it was burning. | went up to
the classroom on the second floor. We cleaned out my desk and left, stayed
the lawn, watching it burap. (laughsg

DePue: What do you supposed possessed him? Was he trying to teach geara &
he was worried about the expense?

Findley: | guess(laughsg

DePue: Were other parents taking their kids in?

Findley: Not that | know of. (laughsg

DePue: Well, that says quite a bit about your father, | think.

Findley: Frugal was a word that h&d be usedowardhim, and mother, too. | never

felt I was frugal. | was able to buy enoyghange myself to bug newpair of
shoes or a sweater or a shirt or whatever.

DePue: The money you were making on your own, was that your money, or was it
going tothe family kitty?

Findley: Oh, yeah. Nomypar ent s, to their credit, didn:i
(laughsMaybe t hey should have, but they d
spend.

DePue: Tell me a little bit about your high school years.

Findley: In David Prince JunioHi g h , ités hard to believe t|
basketball team, because | was only-frghtanda-half, but | had the center
job.That was my only day of staeidom in s

hi gh schooltot rdyy dmadrtd .b olt hcdeirdndét try har
although | played tennis and got a letter for that. Junior high was a good
experience.

We had a lady named HesterRlirbridge She was a maiden lady, as
many teachers of that era weBhe set a good exante, and she emphasized
citizenship. My scraphmks have some samples of citizenship certificates |
got. Almost everybody got them, but that meant they were behaving. She was
a good leader. | ik part in baseball, basketball and track. We had a junior
hightrack, a little bit, soltokpart t her e and won a few
any star at all. | just loved sportsatch | wasthe catcher on my baseball
team.

DePue: You must have taken up the trombone sometime in here, as well.
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| did. | was tenyears old That was 1931By then, | believe we lived on Park
Street. I dondt know how | acquired a
tomeitwa s n ot pBRutl gohiateokitko bed with me the first night.

(laughs)l thought | had aived,to have a trombone.

Sot hi s wa s n 0 thydnpmeans,d soands likeo u

No. All of us tak part in music. | guegsartly because we were expected to.
But the schools had good music programs, and | enjoyed the chorus, enjoyed
being in HMS Pinafore, when | was in high school.

Now getting back to grade schodl that time, the YMCA had a
program at all schools. Even though they had nothing but a single, very small
apartment as their office, they had something going on allrtee ti
Somepl ace, I 6 v eroundmy leftaarmbshowidg thatd was ant
the grayY baseball team. San grade school, elementary school, everybody
had a chance to be on the YMCA tedrhe Y had serieligiousprograms
for all the students thatd& part. High Y was the term for high school. Tri Y
mi ght have been the term for junior hi
the bulletins about the YMCA grade school and the high school activities. |
did a little publicity without chargefor the YMCA adivity.

In high school was busy trying to make money, and | did, along with
being a student. Why | got permission, | do not know, but the principal said |
could sell chewing gum to the students during the bagld a lot of chewing
gum.

Did youapproach the principal about this?
Yes, | did, to see if it waskay:.

Well, you were something oBayou might object to the te@nbut something
of a hustlethen when youdre hustling to get t

That 6s r i ghtsogolgernission to printgprograms for foathall

games. |l dondét think they have progran
them Then | sold the mimeographed prodwtd picked up a little money
there. Sol was an entrepreneur at an early age. Thisfha n e d , | 6m sur e

beginning in junior high.

Where did you attend high school?

Jacksonville High School, which was the same property, just next door.
Sa it was only one high school in town at the time?

Yes, yesRouttHigh School for Catholics. But in my boyhood, there seemed
to be a wall between Catholics and Protestants. | think my parents may have

12
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encouraged that separation. I dm not su
until I was out of high school.

Were theCatholics in Jacksonville primarily German Catholics?

No, Il t hink mai @aFatherHonrmazswho.washéosartofaher e 6 s
gloomy figuretomel dondt think he promoted any

You had your own little printing puigiation firm. Were you also involved
with the school newspaper?

| was. |l 6m not sure whether | was ever
contributed to it, wrote articlesonce t@kto task the annudll 6 m havi ng
trouble with word8 the emphas on darky humor.

Minstrels?

Minstrel shows,yes | di dndét take part in the mi
them, because they demeaned blatkat was pretty couragequsackin that
era.

How many blacks were in Jacksonville e time?
It was never a major part of the population. | would sagybe five hundred.
Sao there were some African American students you went to school with.

Oh, sure. Yes. | shared a desk with a black girl in first grihide dtistdka 6
me as strange that we had blacks. | accepted them.

Were you involved in any school elections?

Oh, yes. | never passed on an electitaughg | was president of the school
sophomoreclass hi nk t hat 6 s ab aedtthe mihsgel.t i me t he
was fifteen. Would that be right? | gu

That would have been about the same time as the Alf Landon election.

That 6s right. Well, getting back to th
calledgutter filthd how about thaflaughs in a letter to thestudent

newspaper, caused quite anout@g.e of my critics said,
will come when youoll need our help. I
you better be careful about losingeffhd s over somet hing | ik
l etter. | t dksomepiace nitywassunsigrElheanithor said that

he was speaking for several faculty mempetso took part in the minstrel

shows as well as students. But | was just criticizingitmpn o wn . |l didnéo

pretend to be speaking for a big audience. | just thought it was improper to
demean the race.
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DePue: Your comment strikes me that at least some of your classmates thought that
you had political aspirationsven at that tender age.

Findley: Oh, | got elected president of the sop
It happened. | cané6t say that | plante
only one person running against me, a good friend. And | persuaded, | think,
another good fand to run, sowe had athraeay cont est . I di dn¢
majority of the vote(laughs)l just got a majority of the vote cast for
individuals.

DePue: Did you have any thoughts at the time abduldy, politics might be
something | want to go into in tlieture®

Findley: Well, | began writing for thdournalCourierwhen | was early in high
school.

DePue: Is this the local papethen?

Findley: Yes. It still exists. | really

enjoyed seeing my name and
some copy |1 od
| wrote JHS News Ness That
was the capti
how manyg how often | did
that, butit was fairly steady.
Then | began to get little,
minor assignments to cover a
sports event that nobody else
wanted to coverThis put me
in the newsroom. This was
back when hot typeas
used |inotype3’§ andmelted Paul Findley in the newsroom at the Jacksonville Journal
lead was used in forming the Courier, 1939.

casing that was put on the

cylinders to put onthe press. Igabao f pr i nt er 6 sanditnk i n my
stayed (laughs)

DePue: What did you think you wanted to do, once you got out of higbacthen?

Findley: |l wasnodét sure at all. I n fact, | wasnoé

did love journalism. | thought that was a noble profession, not a place to make
money, but a place to serve an important role. Iteadingtowards
newsp@per work at that time.

DePue: What were your favorite coursessubjects in high school?

Findley: | took part in debate, bua s | recal |, I wasndét any bi
in it. | liked history. There was a man whose family owneddaedinalinn
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on West State Streg¢hat was once a residential hotdé was a history
teacher that | really enjoyed. | enjoyed economics. We had a course in
economicsand there was a good teacher of that course. But | liked all my
courses. | had Latin for two yesaand then French for two years. Thien
college, | twk Spanish for two years.

DePue: How good a student were you?

Findley: |l 6m not sure that | ever got clear to
time; got good grades.

DePue: Given your famly circumstances, was there ever any thought that you or your
other siblings would not finish high school and go to work?

Findley: No, no. There was never the slightest doubt that we would all go through
college. That was absolutely a certainty. It was never talked about.

DePue: Was that coming from both parents?

Findley: That was because of my mother. [ 6m sur
but she geared everything in that direction.

DePue: That 6s quite a stretch, ofthefan@lyn t he f i na

Findley: Well, many were having financial trouble 1't wasndét uncommon.
majority were having éight time.

DePue: | think you graduated in 1939 from high school. Is that correct?
Findley: That 6s right.

DePue: You said you were ithe pressroom quite a bit. Were you paying attention to
what was going on in Europe and in Asia during those years leading up to
your graduation?

Findley: | remember reading théhicago Daily News lot. | imagine this started
high school, because tBaily Newswould be around the newsroom of the
JournalCourier. It was an outstanding paper. It had a terrific foreignsnew
service. You probably dondét remember i
like thePD [Post Dispatchin St. Louis andheNewYork Timeslt was in
that category.

One of my close friends in high school that | dealt with quite a bit, because he
was a fulitime emplogeof theJournalCourier, was CarErlandErickson.

He was night edior. Thatis, he taok care of theJournalCourier night

edtioné no, the morning edition. He worked at night. | did most of my work

at night, so | was right in the room with hikve became close friends, and
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we talked about everything, a lot of politics, Chicago Cubs. | became a Cubs
fan in junior high (both laugh)

DePue: Wel | , isndét this St. Louis Cardinal f a
Findley: Well , thatés Mi s glaughs)ihere afelailosof Gulafans 1 | | i no

still in Jacksonvill e, but theydre the
DePue: Another story that | recall from th®ok is you had a strong view about FDR

and what historians call the coyrackingevent

Findley: Yes | talked to him pretty severely for trying to pack the court. | thought it
was an unconstitutional initiative. Did he try to do that by executive @dder
canodt remember.

DePue: | think so.

Findley: Or did he propose atdbgress? donoétdt t hi nk he

DePue: Il know therebds a huge political debate
Findley: He was going to do it on his owandhe became pretty much a dictator,
really. Congress was heavibemocraic,al | t hr ough his years
remember any years in which the Republican Party seriously challenged him
on anything.
DePue: I know that the frustration that the president had with the Supreme Court was

it had declared a couple of his majotiatives as being unconstitutional.

Findley: Yes, t hwihény mimaogrdph and typewritecould be a publisher,
and | wasFor several years, | came up with ridiculous statements sometimes
(laughs) One of the headlines wavidences of CommunigmJacksonville
Ho w6 s (botlnlaughy

DePue: That was probably a surprise to the Jacksonville citizens.

Findley: (laughs)it pleased the local private utility. | think they asked for a few extra
copies.(both laugh)But | would print maybe fifteen diwenty and just hand
them out to anybody that wanted to read it.

DePue: What were you charging for these?
Findley: Nothing.
DePue: Just as |l ong as your nameds out there,

Findley: Yeah, that 6s Infacdtone poifdhl thinkd was probghbyta .
freshman in high schodll hada little handoperatedprinting pressloose
type in it,would pull the handlehada disk thatook careof the ink.
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A neighbor of mineBaird Oxtobyd who was the son of a professar
Illinois College who later was my teach&mBaird and | decided to found a
Latin American expedition. We were determined to go to Ecugldoit
laugh.)Can you imagine this@aughs)We got literature about Ecuadooin
the embassies, and then a few othemtoes down in Latin America, and we
were going to have an expedition. We wanted to explore the head shrinking
activities of South Americgbothlaugh) 6 m sur e it never hap
read about it, and it was fascinating.

So Baird and | even printedp envelopes and letterheads and made
our requests for literature on letterheads like that, the Latin American
Expedition Jacksonville, lllinois(both laugh)

WellCongressman, it sounds | i ke you didn
gumption backn those days.

That 6 glaughs)g h t .

Sowhat do you do with all thekingtpent up
find a college? Where did youd&?

| wrote to Oxford in EnglandDePue laughs)hey sent me a nice letter, said

you arenod6t eligible. Il think | wrote t
the turndowns didnodét bother me at all
of assignments to cover lectures that occune@ in Jacksonville. They were

authors of boks mosly.

Coming to the local colleges, perhaps?

And | also covered political meetings.
Democratas well aRRepublican | was covering them for
exactly sure what year all that began, prdpaiy senior in high school. And

then I did a lot of that while | was in collegéor pay.

You di datcollegesheraimtown, did you?

Well, | actually did. | got an offer, a very nice offais aRector Scholaat the
great universy in southern IndianeaDePauw Universityl went there,
expectingto go there. | found woman who had given me a room | could
work off, and | was planning to go ePauw

| came back home, and | realized that it would be cheaper andteasier
go tolllinois Collegel di dnét have any money, exce
so it would have been a struggle to b®aPauw more so than hereecause
| had established good will at tdeurnatCourier. | could expect to earn
some money there. In fachy eanings fromJournatCourierwere the single
most important income that | had. But when | got back, | decided to go to IC,
and that was a disappointment to my mother. She was very disappointed. She
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d i d n 0 tlinots Balleg& was nearly as good@sPauw It probably

wasnot , but thatodos where | chose to go
about it, becausklinois College has been a part of my life, a fascinating, part

all through the years. | was on tbeardof trusteedor thirty years.

DePue: | know you also tok a trip to Washington, D.C. | think that might even have
beenbefore you graduated from high school.

Findley: T h a figlat.sNow, that was not for winning an editorial contest. My first trip, |
hitchhiked, | believeBack in thatday, that was commonplace. Nomwy
mot her didnoét | ike 1it, but she didnot
around the Midwest.

DePue: But why Washington, D.C., of all places? Was that the political bug that you
had?

Findley: That was the political bug.stayed overnight with a family that had relocated

from Edgehillin Jacksonville to Arlington, Virginia. The parent, the father,
FrankVannier,had worked at EBridge Company, but he got an attractive
offer working for the federal government in the Bure&lLabor, | believe.

Sq | stayed overnight with them for a couple of nights, just on my own, and
just wandered around. | picked up a ¢aall could get into theenate gallery
and sawBorahof Idaho, thelion of Idaha

DePue: Was it FrankBorah?

Findley: | think it was Frank He was one of the veteran senators. They called him the
Lion of Idaho. Andl sawe Who was the man in Wisconsin that originated the
primary system?

DePue: | t wo ul d n bafFolldite, waild itl?e e n

Findley: Yeah, | saw the young Rert LaFollettewith a nice, neat bowtjesitting at
the desk in the Senate. Those are memories of that trip. | think | hitched a ride
back to Jacksonvilld was still in high schogll believe

DePue: L e tgét more to your college yeatsh e n .  akeduaditileebit abbout how
you managed to finance your way through college. Did you have any kind of a
scholarshipas well?

Findley: Yes, | did. | always had a scholarshipdooh, maybe it was a hundred and
$50a year. That just covered fees, | belieBelieve it or not, | believe that
sumdidcover fees. |  aks.d'mep hac bak gtoreawhigh new b

was the Center for Rotating Bks. A student would buy a bé&, sell it back
to the bakstore, and they would resell it to the next customerb&yging

3 William Edgar Borah, known astiieLi on of | daho, 6 was a Republican sen
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bookswas not the ordeal that it is these ddysas able to continue working
for theJournalCourier, and that was pretty steady. | put in quite a few hours,
so | didndét have time for @ughdt of soc

Does that mean you were datimgnce you got to college little bit?(both
laugh)

T hat 0 Believe igon riot, despitdhe Depression, most of us had a tuxedo.
|l bought one. | think it didndt cost n
one.

Well, that means you can go to the dances.

That 6s right. And t hdwiththeagulsal dressece s, f or
up and the guys ituxe$ at Phi Alpha Thatwas normal for Phi Alpha back
then.(laughs)

That 6s a |l ocal fraternity?
Yeah.

Were you a member of Phi Alpha then?

Oh, yes. ltdés a |iterary s-mthinggat vy . I t 6s
all. This college is unique for haviravery activeset ofliterary socieies,
women,aswellasmeh t hink ités one of the good
College.

Was lllinois College a ced college at the time?

Yes, when | was there, yes.

The other college in town here waseée
It was just a womandés college then.
MacMurray?

We did most of our dating down there.

Why didnét you date the girls that wer
|l dondt know. |l guess béothalaughy | saw th
Welb,t hat 6s not very kind.

twag.né6l didndt mean it that way.

What was your major in college?
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Findley: History, a double major ifnistory and political science.

DePue: And you kind ofintimatedbeforey ou di dnét really know w
do with it.

Findley: That 6s right .

DePue: But it sounds to me I|ike youdre | eanin

Findley: And | thought about lawin fact | know that had | gone to law school, it

would have been an asset to me as a journalist. | talked to an editor of the
Evening Stain Washington on one of my trips cilrere after the warHe
said, fAYou qao@thtatloawodedarc«ke. Even if

journalism, i1itoéll be an asset for you.
DePue: It sounds like the people you were working with, maybe a coupjewf

mentors that were in journalisnvere definitely seeing you going that

direction?
Findley: Yes, that had to be the case becaastof the blue, after | had come back

from the war, about a year later, one of them, who was also a politician,
RichardYatesRowe Sr., who was state treasurer at the &innrethe lineage

of two men named Richard Yates, both governors of Illif@#se was a Civil
War governoyandboth of them are pictured in the hallway out here. By the
way, those photd@s maybe you know tsd those are the likenesses of the
former students of lllinois College that went to Congress, about twenty of

them.
DePue: Congress or the state legislature or both?
Findley: Congress, Congress.
DePue: Strictly CongressThat 6 s quite an accomplishment.
Findley: Itis, I think. | think it is.
DePue: For a school that your mot he(othdi dnodt t

laugh)l assume you kept involved with a lot of other extracurricular activities
in college, as well?

Findley: Tenniswas the only spoittook part in. The college was ninill of various
clubs at that ti me. Phi Alapdhkeowwas al |
missed a lot of the meetings at Phi Alp@ae of my memories is a note from

4 Richard Yates Rowe, Sr. (184973) was the great nephew of Governor Richard Yates, Sr. and nephew of
Governor Richard Yates, Jr. He served as lllinois Secretary of Statel 8884and lllinos State Treasurer
19451947. He ran unsuccessfully for Lieutenant Governor in 1948 and lost in the Republican gubernatorial
primary in 1952. Selttp://www.ourcampaigns.com
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my yearbookfrom a Phi member who said he hopedatt | 6d be abl e
Phi meetings more often in the futufo,l was not always there.

But thereds a picture in the book here
band.

Well, | was a federal employee.

A federal employee?

(laughs)They had a federal youth administration, one of theabeicé
Alphabet soup programs that FDR had?

é f ostudents. | think | go¥125for a yeardirecting the lllinois College
band So,l was a federal employee during thaméi. (both laugh)

What attributes did you have that made you perfect for the job of directing the
band?

Well, | think | directed the band whilewas a federal employee, directitige
band.(laughs)l had a pretty go oybodptaonhdrd, We di d
but | remember we played long for a daytime coneenvhat was then the

chapel buildingWe had an evening concert when the picture was taken on the

steps of the librarywhich still exists.

It 1l ooks | i ke yo utdookig paied whitertrgusesis hgree r y s m:
as youbre directing.

That 6
r

ght . l 6m sure | had paid
t he nt

S ri f
emna of a band uniform. We d
Were you also involved with some schegolitics again? Did you run for

class officeor anything like that?

No, | dondét believe | di,d0hou,bweekar ked, I
the JournalCourier, plus the college. | was off campus most of the time. |
lived off campus althe way through. The first two years, | lived at home.

Then did you rent a room after your parents moved to Princeton?

Yes, just a rom from a family name&ilchrest which is right across the

street from where we used to live at 806e Gilchrestfamily rented out two

bedrooms upstairs, very small rooms. And Wilbur Moore became a close

friend. He was in Phi Alpha, awde had a lot of fun together. He had one

room. I had the other. We didndédt share
agpivate room. And webd occasionally ge
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| played the trombone, so we would get a girl, and ring her on the phone and
serenade her with a little musi{toth laugh)

DePue: What were the songs you were serenading them withfoD remember?
Findley: They were favoritedi O, hell me whythesky s blue thenl will tell you why
lloveyou 6 That was a few of the phrases.
DePue: Sq some of the ballads of the day?
Findley: Yeah.
DePue: | wonder also, you started school, | woaksume, September timeframe in
1939. Thatos the timefr amorldWaell Ger mans
has started in Europe. | t OWe Glkir eady go
about Pearl Harbor here in a bit, po¢tween those two events, what wasr
view about all of this and what the United States was doing?
Findley: | was against going to war. | thougJust let the British take care of their own
problems over theré.wrote a few editorials to that effe¢tdoubt that they
pleased Joe Patgam Smith, the very weknown blind history professor, one
of my teachers. He once told me that mind was like a harness thateded
oiling. | squeaked(both laugh)
DePue: Saq even after France and thew Countriesfell to the Nazis in 1940, and
England was standing all biself, you still felt that we needed to stay out of
the waP
Findley: Il 6 m n ot how long.d thinkd katd my doubtsntil Pearl Harbor.
DePue: Letdéds talk about that day. What do you
seventf?
Findley: Vivid memory. | was in the upstajreented room ofhe Gilchrest house,

coming down the stairs, whenlhe®b o sevel t 6s voice on
announcing the attack on Pearl Harl#®unday. | was getting ready to go to

church.

DePue: How did thatchange things for you?

Findley: It changed from night to day. | knew we had to be entékédwere under
attack. We had to go after the Japan&bey were, of course, allied with the
Nazis.

DePue: Did you have any douhtafterthat thatwe had to go to ar with Germany, as
well?
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Findley: No, no doubts. It really cleared my thinking, if I could call it thinking.
(laughs)
DePue: Saq according to Professor Smith, you got your harness oiled after that?
Findley: Yep, | guess. One day, he asked our historysdiagdentify Georg€atlett
Marshall. Not a soul raised their hand. None of us ever heard of George
Mar shall. And Smith said, AnwWell, youbol

f ut Ulaughs)o

Joe Pat Smith was a veteran of World War |. He was blind#dhK,
when he was aboard shgpme explosion blinded him totally. But despite that
handicap, he earned Hiaccalaureatdegree and all the way through Ph.D.,
thanks to mentoring by his wife, reading everything to him. He was a brilliant
guy. In fact, | know he had dreams of being a member of Congress in the
south, and he, | believe, turned down a suggestion by one of the local
Democras that he runHe was not impressed with me as a candidate for
Congress. | ran against a guy nan@arrot in Quincy. (laughs)And Joe Pat,
according to some intelligence | received, described the choice for Congress
asbeing between a Neanderthahe, and a vegetabl€arrot. (both laugh)l
think there was a tinge of jealousy, because I think he dreamed of being in
Congrés someday, but it didndét come hi s

DePue: I know you made some important decisiostsortly after Pearl Harbpin
respect to your own military involvement. What were your decisions?

Findley: The other members of the Phi Alpha debate &e#h, that wa®ne of my
activities. | was always on the debate team for Phi Alpha.

DePue: Do you remember the subjects that they were debating at the time?

Findley: At my suggestion, they debated the Federal Union for the Atlantic Federation

Propositionthat Streitwasadvancing. | know that we lost iStreitlost, too®
Letds ésee now

DePue: Your own future with the military.

Findley: Well, | knew that | would be draftedf | di dndt eifll i st . I w
would enlist in the Navy Reserve, | would not be chilp until next
February. This was summertifrag spring.

DePue: Sao the spring ob 4 2

Findley: Yeah, spring 06 4 Penrolled in the Wiversity of Chicago Law Schoaihd
took enough courses, passed engtmlyraduate the following January, just

5 Clarence Streit (1896986) wasa leading proponent of an Atlantic Union.
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ahead bthe time that | would be called ufo,all three of us did the same
thing the same day.

Why woul dndét you have stayed at ||
done that from lllinois College?

Well, there wasio summer programatallahd n 6t been for years

Sa did you just take courses during the summer at the Univers@hicago
Law School?

Yes, just the summer. | thought | might go back and get a law degree after
service, b uWhenl didveave thé war, edia jab offer from
Clarence Streit, thauthor to be assistant editor of a new magazine he was
launching calledFreedom & Uniona monthly. | enrolled in the George
Washington University School of Law in D.C., but | never attended the class.
Isimplydi dnodt .ltcald eavepane that under the G.1. Bill, but |
didnot .

| definitely want to get to more of the story about Clarence Streit, because he
obviously was i nf |l ue gotbacktb tha decisigrothem.

Y o u aawe the Navy Reserveand my understandinddid you volunteer?

Did you want to be an aviator, a pilot?

Wel | , | t houg h t(boihtadl)Thdt was &ctuallggmyo f n e
attitude. When the time came, | decided to opt out for a variety aineas

They kept increasing the flight prep schooliitneyincreased it twice while |
was in, and thethe backip of candidates for pilot license was growing so fast
at the other end. You wonot believ
over before | gt overseas. | truly felt that way.

car e

at .

e th

| &m sure your mother was paying attent
0s

newspaper and thinkingle wants to be a Navy pilah a t
dangerous busineddoth laughyVhat was she telling you?

a pret

Shenever mentioned it.

Didnét she? Did you have any of yo
No.

Your older brother wasnot.

By then, he was an expert on the properties of plastics. He had builtaa lab
aninstructor at the Uniersity of lllinois to test various types of plastic
materials stretch, twist, heat, cold, all those tipnHe quickly becene a

leading expert on plastics, so he was set aside for this for the duration of the
war.
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His contribution was muchmoreavi ua bl e i n t hat respect,

T h aiglt.SThen he soon got an offer to be a professor at Brown University,

went thereHe never got a Ph.D., but he got about tlmasters, antle is
eccentric. He | u shave td bothewdhta Pih.h Heme he s ho
already a full professand a head of the department, so what else could he

get?(both laugh)

Well, they played in different rules at that time in academia.
T h ariglat.s
When did you graduate from collegaen?

January ob 4 @/e had a separate commencement. There were probably
twenty or thirty of us that graduated.

How did you stand in your class?

Wel | , | got Phi Beta Kappa, so | did o
to my suprise, | was invited to be in Phi Beta Kappa. Unfortunately, the
grades for |l aw school didndét 4ghothi ve be

laugh)because | think | got a-Blus and a CThatwa s n6t exactly st
A gentleman C, though, penpe (both laugh)What thenafter you graduated?

The war, immediately. | immediately went into service, went to Monmouth,
lllinois. The campus of the Monmouth College had been taken over
completely for the war, and it was a Navy prep school. §jssigd they have a
school newspaper, and | became the first editor W¥imgtips that was my

name for it.It was a printed paper and pretty good. And believe it or not, | was
able to do twentywo pushups 16 thave trouble doing two now.

Was ths an emphasis on engineering, academic classes?

No, we had Morse code, dead reckoning flying, things likeahdall
interesting. | did well in all of it.

And where after that?

Then | was sent up to Davenport, lowa to the négttflpreparatory school.

And then | got word that thatSolwoul dnot
began to thinkwe | | | 6d beert tle rwomadetany afaha fimo rs

of the war (laughs)

Again, in your biography, you saidt St. Ambrose College.

That 6s right, yeah.
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Soyou know, I have visions of somebody
going through something like boot caymgth drill sergeants yelling at you.

That 6s right .
But it ddesné&e s$bat 6s whajttobggnwith. exper i

Therewassome skills training, but it was pretty fundamental. There was flight
training at St. Ambrose, and | | oved f
book. | t 6s perecdmediatey ar ound

Sa you got in the cockpitonce you were at St. Ambrose?

Oh sure, yeah. They had an airstrip, which Monmouth did not have, so flying
was a part of the program. | qualified for solo flying and did all kind of
chandelles andiingovers and spins and pretty exciting.

Were you arenlistedor a commissioned officer by this time?

| was thera cadet, not a commissioned, but | was given the option of going

for a drectcommission at Great Lakes, so | went up thereer& was a

chance that | wouldndét get it, but I t
full lieutenants, adults in their micareer, | think, who interviewed candidates

for direct commissionsThey asked me to be in charge of the cadets and the

others wio were gathering every day, trying to get a direct commission. |

decided | was put in charge of the sequence of the intervidwywere very

pleased with the way | managed that, and that helped me to a prompt

commission.

Did that happen at St. Amtse or once you got to Great Lakes?

To Great Laked took a chance on getting commissioned. And one little,

almost funnypart of my experience up thelddearned to improve my

dancing, because tAgianonand theAragonwere in full swing Weekends,

we would go down tthave the furof dancing atthoserou pr obabl y don
know what they were like, but each of them was a giant ballraodithey

had two full bands that would take turitswould cost ten cents a trick or

whatever it was calle@®o, weekends were a lot of fun. | enjoyed that.

|l 6m a big band fan. Do you remember an
gone through there?

No. But this was the big band era, so
were all big.(bothlaugh)Oh, by the way, they had

my medical records wrongly filed. | was admitted fo
surgery on a leg one night, and the next morning, |
said, AAre you sure | 6n
sur gerheyl?doked at the <ch
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GodWemssed this up. You arenodt(bothhe one
laugh)
Welcome to the Navy, huh?

Yeah.(both laugh)
Okay, how long were you at Great Lakes, and when were you there?

Wel | | it wasnot mand that wowoldhesbdedh & @t &® smont h
see  d weht.to Guamprobably the last o6 4 3

Was it therethen that you got your commission?

Yes.Thenl went to Harvard for three months, training for supply officer and
then, straight out.

Well, therebds a bit of (bathdangh\WasYhatu go't
more of an academic settirtgen?

The business school is where we were stationed. | think Harvard had regular
courses all the way through, but this property dedicated to us.

Where then did you learn about all things military, like how to wear your
uniform and how to salute and what the rank structure was and discipline and
marksman?

| learned a lot of that at Monmouth and St. Ambrose and Gedas.

Were you considered to be one of those nhuety wonders or a different
category altogether?

Well, | guess. But the ninetyay wonders wound up with a commission as a
line officer. They could just as well step right in and be captdia very small
ship. We werenét trained to be on the

What was your training?

Supply.

Is that something that you had a voice in?

No, itds one they just assigned to me.

So you go from wantingo be an aviator to being a supply officer. What did
you think about that move?

It pleased me, because | knew that | 6d
stationed in the U.S., as some of them were.

27



Paul Findley Interview #1S-A-L-2013002

DePue: What did yourMom think about the mve?
Findley: She never saidlaughs)She really didnot. I had tol
she said, Awell, weoll be thinking abo

she worried until the war was over. But my dutyhere was a rough period

when we wehin at the end of the liberation of Guam. The bullets were still
poppingaroundnd a | ot of Japanese were stil
of a hardship periagdiving in a tent and all that stufiMy job was paymaster,

and | was also, believe it aot,in charge of the commissary.

DePue: But that 6s Guamiself ou got t o
Findley: Yes.
DePue: Let 6s get you from Boston, out to the
Findley: That was not a good experience. | wasa troop train to Seattle, | guess. |
was the depth of winter. The train had a very poor heating system. Much of
the time there wasoheat i n the cars that | was i

But one pleasant moment of it occurred when one of my Hollywood
heroes, Gene Kellyvandered througthe room where we had a little poker
game going on. We invited him to join us, which he did nicely and played one
hand | won it, straight st. That was my initiationnto poker. | never really
played poker before, but | learned on that trip.

It was alengthy trip. Then we got on a converted liberty ship or a
converte@ | think it was built as a troop ship, but it was a liberty ship, very
unstable. It bobbed around a,letd | was sick, | think, most of the way to
Hawaii. But | also read the entirety &¥ar and Peacéy Tolstoy. Soit was
memorable for two thingsomiting over the side and reading a big book.

DePue: Had you started rethinking about being in the Navy when you were taking that
trip?
Findley: No, no. | was just eager to get to Pearl ldarfhhe battalion was already

fitted up and had started in Atlanta, Georgia, anth theved out to Pearl
Harbor. Thenone of the supply officers got orders to legaad | took his
place.

DePue: Did you know, when you were on the ship heading to Hawaiatwour unit
of assignment would be, where you were going to end up?

Findley: When | got on the troop train, ydshad the orders.
DePue: That you were going to be in a particular unit, once you got to Hawaii.
Findley: |l knew t hat 72hdSabedse wi t h t he
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DePue: Tell me about your impressions, once you arrived in Hawéhier than being
thankfulat land.

Findley: Well, it wasashort visit, a couple of week¥Ve got orders to go to Eniwetok,
the gathering point for the invasion of Guam.

DePue: Do you remember what Pearl Harbor or Hawaii was like at the time? Could
you still see some of the scars of the attack?

Findley: Yes. | could see the battleships down. | knew it was serious business, and |
knew that Japan was a tough nut and that we were tityingn a war at two
sides of the worldSo,| knew it was going to be a strugghait | never
doubted for a minute that wedd win. Th
entered my mind.

DePue: Soas you said, you didnoduheadedguttatieer e v
Pacific shortly after that.

Findley: | remember that we had an executive officer named Clayhevherwas not
popular to begin with, but | remember

(laughs)That was t he annotgoltevasonlythentide 6r e r
we knew it was going to be Guabutwe headed for Eniwetokhen the

operations on Guam took longer than expected, and we sgyeding

around the hoqgKor thirty days in Eniwetok. We had nothingdo but play

poker.
DePue: So you got better at poker.
Findley: | did. The chips were worth a quaien guess fifty cents, quarter and a dime.

You could loseb5in a day, but you could have a lot of fun. | built up a pot of
about two hundred and fifty, which is pretty go&di then the tide turned.

By the time we got to Guam, | waboutback to zero(both laugh)it was

good.

DePue: |l 6ve got a map here of the Pacific The
things too It might be hard to see, but here is Guam, rigth@bottom of this
map herel know that the Battle of Guam was July and August of 1944. So
how long after the actual combat phase were you actually shipped in?

Findley: We landed in August 6 m sur e.

DePue: Sa right after the firing was done.

Findley: Right after most of it was done. That
DePue: What was the unitds mission then?

Findley: To build a Navy airbase on a hilltop. Is that a map of Guam?
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DePue: It i s. I donét know if you can read th
the war.

Findley: Il think the Navy airbase was up here,

DePue: On the northern end of the island, it looks like?

Findley: Yeah.

DePue: Before we get too much farther into the Guam experience, tell me about the

72ndSeabedattalion.

Findley: Well, it consisted of me | called then middleaged men, but thgyrobably
were in their thirties and fortie$hey were all technicians. They were skilled
at asphalt laying, skilled engineers, skilled carpenters, electricians. They were
all able people, welirained.

DePue: Heavy equipment operat&s

Findley: Yes, oh yeah, bulldozers and pans all over the place. My roommate for a long
time there was Homer Barger;&r-g-e-r. Home was married to a girl from
Argentina. In private life, he was an expert oriafisg a refinery for a big
steel mill. He did big installations like thafter the war, he went back to that
type of work | kept in touch with him. He was the only Seabee that | really
kept in touch withalmost every month after the wale had a grat, great
time together. One of his jobs was to install these giant tanks that would hold
fuel oil. They were bolted together. They wereiot

DePue: Not welded?

Findley: Not welded, but they were designed for fast erecilitvat was his jobwas to
make sue they were put upght and fast, and he did it. It was nothing, no
problem for him.

DePue: It sounds like you were one of the younger people in the unit.

Findley: Oh, | was the youngest. In fact, several of themdsaidt of my earshot, but |
heard abouitd that | looked too young to be an officépoth laugh)

DePue: Did you have any problems? Imeané m sure a | ot of these
seasoned people, as you mention.

Findley: All over.

DePue: Did you have any problems with kind of exerting yoamk andyour
discipline, or was that not a problem?
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Findley: Wel | , | didndt have authority over any
was over the paymaster crew of about five enlisted men and over the chief
cook. | had tayetapproval of menus eaaveek. | remember we had quite a
party in this mess hal.llsafganrthedheiva Year 0 s
few times.(laughs)l was on very good terms with a lieutenant named
Hamburg who was a&ongregational minister, but he was the chaplain for the
unit. Chappy liked tennis, so we had a tennis court built pretty(fgh
laugh)Lots of funny episodes happened on Guam.

DePue: What were your living quarters?

Findley: Tents never graduated from tents. Lucille was a Navy flight nurse, and she
and heibuddies were in a tent too, for a whilehey did graduate taQuonset
hut, but we did notNo complaints.

DePue: Did you see manyfdhe native people of Guam? Did you hawany
relationdipswith them?

Findley: They were right next to the base pety, so they would show up sometimes,
come in to watch a new movigaughs)outdoors movie. We would sit on a
|l og and watch the movie, and someti mes
but we didno6t swiththesn. many deal ing

DePue: Was it exbeetationhattyaursunit was going to be there in Guam for
a while?
Findley: We would be there until the invasion of Japan. There was no doubt about it.

Therewassome talk that we might go to the Aleutian Islands or Japan, but
t hat was s cditwasbTdat would Rave begh very colde

werendt happy about going in o
would be very heavy. But it di
about it, so | just made up my mind to take what came along.

n the in
dnot bot

DePue: Well, you had mentioned several timap to this pointthat you were a
young man in a hurry to get to the combat zone.

Findley: That 6s right.

DePue: Once youbre in the combat zone, you we
there wad

Findley: Thats right . It was really a soft assig
play softball, which we did a lot of afternoons. The duty for the paymaster
wasnodét arduous. I't was mainly f@hegning

rough rolb and therfithe smath roll.6 The records would be on the rough

roll. Then they were transferred later to smooth roll. Then thebrgitt and
decided they didnét have to go through
the smooth ro)lnot the rough rallSo,the job gotsimpler as time wendn.
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DePue: Were you kind of anxfooawkile,togetiote youod b
combat still, or were you content to stay where you were?

Findley: | thought invading Japan would be quite enoygbth laugh) was called to
hold paydays aboard a couple of ships. | remember one time, | had to climb a
rope ladder down the side of the ship and have thbdggf money over my
shoulder. Another time, | was transferred in a chair that was swung from one
deck to the other. That was dlétvariety. But fortunately, Lucille was there
quite often, and that added to the excitement.

DePue: Telme about how you met heGemme? t he firs

Findley: One of my properties that | had control of was the Quonset structurethat
can see in the aoack g:reckmﬁtrafﬂercexke'ﬁytbmgalseo S
was done, builasan officer®club i .
and a Quonsett was very nicely
fitted out, had a restroom for ladieg
as well as merThe other units on
the island would be emviis, of
course,beaas e most o fj8
have arofficersdclub. Anyhow, a
certain unit was given permission
by the skipper of the battalion to
use our officer8club for a party, .
but | was in charge. It was my bab Q‘\(‘l
to take care of, so | attended it.

Lucille was one of the female guesf July 4, 1945 party, organized by Commissary
of the pilots, and her host got SO Officer Findley (right), cutting the cake.
drunk, he was just bleaigyed. He

could hardly stay in the chair.

DePue: This was a Navy aviator?

Findley: No, Air Force.(laughs)They were all Air Force officers.could see that he
was hardly in the shape to take her back to her quarters, so she readily agreed
toletmedoit. Sd hat 6 s how 3
During the evening, that photo was take

DePue: This is the first night that you met her.
Findley: Yeah, thatoés right
DePue: Well, Congressmarnw e Gérthinly

include this picture here. This is a great
photo. You two are pretty close already
the first night.(both laugh)
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Findley: | noticed that. The night Paul Findley and Lucille
Gemme met at the Officers Club on
DePue: Youdbre just a few Suamids ) “om her
Findley: Well, I think Thad herbdced up agai nst(othluwh)wal |, di
DePue: Youdid. Youdid. Now | dondét bl awagasyikangyoang al | . S
lady, it looks like.
Findley: Yeah, she was. There were only eight of them, so the
were eight flight nurses. In the earlyydathere was 0 t
any Army. This was in the early period, when the Arm
was being establishedhen they had the partyhe
flight nurses had been established on our airhase
shortly before this party.
DePue: The odds were incredibly against you,uhg h , i f
looking at just the percentage, the numbers of men  Lieutenant 3G,
versus available young women there. Lucille M. Gemme.
Findley: The ChicagoTribunewrote a feature story about me, and the guy in charge
figured that the odds were forty to one againsé met fortytoone. 16 s a | ot

more than that, probably forty thousand to dbeth laugh) t hi nk t hat 06 :
about it, because there were a lot of personnel on the island by then. It was

loaded down.
DePue: Apparently, though, after that first n
courting her seriously? Wouldhdt be a fair thing to say?
Findley: | courted her seri(augls) vy. |l didndt wast
DePue: And she was obviously receptive.
Findley: Yes. For one thing, | was in charge of the offiéengss, along with the other

eatiry facilities.Whenever Lucille would be able to be my guest in the
officergdclub, everybody rejoiced, because the food was a lot b@iteh
laugh)Yeah, they all enjoyed being with her. She was quite a hit.

DePue: Tell me whatit was about hér otherthan her looks, obviousdy but what
else about her really attracted you?

Findley: Being selected as a Navy flight nurse put her in a pretty small group, because
this was experimental. I dondét think t
anyplace in the wail heyknewthat they were going to attabko Jima and
they wanted nurses trained for combat circumstances, able to ferry new
recruits into the battlefield and then retwmith a full load of injured. |
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thought that was very commendable and very excitingeant that Lucille
had passed all kinds of tests to get there. Yes, she was fun.

DePue: Obviouslyshehad the personality to go along with the looks, as well.
Findley: She did. She did.

DePue: | want to learn more about what she did, but before | doithatnted to ask
you about Thanksgiving and Christmas. Do you have any memories about
either of those holidays, once you wereGuam?

Findley: Well, I know that | encouraged the mess hall to be specially decorated and
have a special menu on those occasiand they did. They were glad to. We
rarely had visitors of high rank, although Lucjlkeing a rare human being on
Guam, a rare lady on Guam, was invited to the top quarters. | remember
Nimitz invited her to dinnethemw&&e wasn
invited to dinner[Admiral] Chester Nimitz was the host, and she had a
delightful evening up there. He had quarters on the top of the highest hill in
Guam, | believeShe still kept the place card she had, which he autographed.

Of course, everyime she went tbwo Jima she could be a target, and
she had to hop in a foxhole a time or two, just because the Japanese were able
to raid at that timeThey chose their trip so that they would make the transfer
at dawn, because the fighter planes galhewould not arrive until midday.

DePue: Fighter planes from Japan, itself.
Findley: Yeah.
DePue: I know it was just a few days before the Marines were able to seizgm

airstrip that was otwo Jdma. Isthat where she wdlying in?

Findley: Yeah,yeah. That tiny airstrip was fit.
DePue: And thereb6s still ferocious fighting g
Findley: That 6s right. And they would have to r
took off, because it would be immediately bomkRdt, fortunately, the
bombs werendét big enough to really tak
DePue: Was there a hospital on Guam, as well, where these
Findley: No, no. There were a lot of medics, and they were brave people. A lot of them

di ed. T h er e 6ssherain Jacksonvilehnam&#airenMusch.

DePue: |l 6ve interviewed Warren.
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Findley: Warren played in the trombone section when | directedGHsnd.(DePue
laughs)He helped me when | was first a candidate for Congress. He was there
for every day of thd&attle oflwo Jima He never got scratched, but he said he
saw a lot of people blown up.

DePue: You say Lucille was picking them up, the casualtielsvim Jimg and then
they were flying back to Guam.

Findley: Yeah.
DePue: Once they were at Guam, was theoene kind of a hospital there at Guam?
Findley: | think they called it a medical center, maybe. They almost immediately put

them on bigger planes to fly them to Hawaii for medical care.
DePue: So Lucille and these other nurses that were in this groupe theg

Findley: They didnét go to Pear|l Harboyr. They w
except when they had time off, they might hitch a ride to Pearl Harbor.

DePue: But they werenodot performing any nursin
duties on tb flights going back and forth?

Findley: Iguessi dondét know for sur e.navdlrhegicae must |
center hospital. I &dm not sure.
DePue: Well, I would think just the nature of the injuries that they were seehmaf

that experience itsehad to be very traumatic, dealing with those injured.

Findley: They used the triage system, and they only flew back the ones that had a
chance to survivelhe nurses on the planes had the tough job of keeping them
alive for a sixhour flight back to Guam got the nurses before, some years
ago, to estimate the number of patients they did get Béeky said there were
at least 2)00 wounded that the flight nurses brought fiera Jimato Guam,
and they lost only one injured Marine inflight. That duegnean that the rest
of them all survived, but they got them back safe and sound, except for one.

And they had to fly close to the surface of the ocean, because the cabins were
not pressurized.

DePue: This sounds like something of an experimethe time as well. This was
something new.

Findley: | think so. | think so.

DePue: Was it justiwo Jima?

35



Paul Findley
Findley:
DePue:
Findley:
DePue:
Findley:
DePue:
Findley:
DePue:

Findley:

DePue:

Findley:

DePue:

Findley:

DePue:

Interview #|S-A-L-2013002

No, as soon alsvo was secured, they did the same thing at Okinawa, which
was an even bigger battlefield.

And farther away, quite a bit farthaway.

Yeah.

What was the aircraft,adyou know that they were flying

DC-3. That 0 s[Aimnes asedatsimfancy.

That 6s the standard commercial aircraf
Yeah.

Were there anJapanese survivors left oyafter the mop up on Guam itself?

| donot know what t he numbe

rs wer e, bu
alone in the woods and didnot

even kno

Did they occasionally comeut and surrender or occasionally come out and
fight?

Oh, they would occasionally get brave enough to watch a movie at night with
us(laughs) A few of them even got in a chow line to eat. Many of them were
desperate for food. In fact, Lucilleiddahata Japanese came to the Quonset.

It was a Quonset by thewhere the nurses were quartergalghs)She said

they didnét know quite what to do, but
wanted food, so they gave him a couple of slices of bread witér o, or

what passed for butter, and he ate the food and just scrambled right back in the
woods. I &m sure there were quite a few

You hear the stories about the survivors that were left bedidyou also
hear the stories about how fanatica tigpical Japanese soldieas that they
would fight to the death. Did you have any close encountdrsre they
would stage attacks or anything?

No. In fact, one of them came into the camp to surrefideghs) and one of

the shipmates of th2ndwas def ecating on a | og at

too busy. Go up to the rtchaad.6sThveh ealea phl
went. | guess they communicated somehd@laughs)

The position youb6re in, thathés speaks

language would bgboth laugh)Okay, you had to be hearing stories,

especially from Lucilleabout the things that she was seeinlyvat Jimaand

Okinawa and especially about the nature of the combat there. Once Okinawa

is secured, then the discussi6 s got to be about going
were your thoughts and othéebout doing that?
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Findley: | assume they had a role for these flight nurses, but we all assumed it would
bea slaughteon both sides. But we knew we had to obey orders, so wh
worry about it?

DePue: This i s probably about the same ti me.
States and Europe want ed to start with asking
12, 1945. Do you remember that?

Findley: Oh, | do. I  was tamagin® hoaviHarry @rundhn douldc o ul d n 6
pick up the reins. | knew that he had never been brought into the White
House. He never had akind of onthejob training avice-president He was
i gnored, really. He .jlgusst~DRnigusedi®@ ®© dof 1 nt
live forever. But | really wondered how Harry Truman could really provide
theleadershimeededThat was a time when | fully comprehended the
achievement of FDR. | saw hjmot as a politician, but as a truly giant leader,
at a time of great need.

DeRue: It took his death to get you to the point of recognizing that?

Findley: Oh yeah, sure.

DePue: 't wasnot t 6 bthink dMaygighthfort May ninth V-& Day in
Europe. What was the reaction of you and others about that?

Findley: Well, wegotsi ppets of news, but we really d
goingonon Guam in great detail. I canodt r «
editions ofTimeandNewsweek | dondot believe we did.

DePue: How aboutStars and Stripés

Findley: Stars and Stripewould be the next best. It was the main source. And
honestly, I  doaSars andéStmgegnd e Gu sm@.e i In@m s ur

were there, but never got to me.

DePue: When did you end up hearing about the atrocities that the Nazis were doing in
Europethe deth camps and the holocaust? Was that well after all of this?

Findley: Yes. I have t.bwasanyapdn fodtworobthree knonthsy but
my | ife was filled with whatds happeni
aware of the death camps.

DePue: When you were still on Guam, there had to be a lot of talk about the invasion
of Japan.

Findley: Oh, yeah.

DePue: Did you know the mission, the specific missitime 72ndwas going to have?
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Il didndét know wuntil t he todearmsosddetaile wa s
about the ceremony of surrender and the fact that the surrender would permit
thesurvivalof the hereditary ruler.

That Emperor Hirohito has taken position.
Yeah, thatoés right.

Tell me about then hearing abdbe atomic bomixhe first one at Hiroshima
on the sixth, anthenNagasaki on the ninth of August.

Well, frankly, we were all relieved and grateful. | think that was true of
everybody. We didnot r e eaisddypecausepr e hend
didndét have any details about Weow cl os
were very, very much thankful, no doubt about it.

When you first heard the news, did you even comprehend what an atomic
bomb was?

No, but | did when | got to Nagaki.
Tell me about that experience.

Well, my buddg What was his name? | can point him out in the picture here.
(laughs)He and | chummed around a lot together. | had a jeep, so we headed
for Nagasaki within days after we land@&j the tine we got to the site, the

site had been cleaned. The Japanese have some special talent at organization
and discipline. There were no bodies around. There was just a great, vast,
empty area that had nothing bigger than my fist, except for a few twisted |
beams.

It made me realize that we were lucky we had the bomb, instead of the
other guy. And | think the Nazis were pretty close. | think they were close to
having one. We heaved a sigh of relief. But we weras scheduledo
Sasebo Naval &e on Kyushisland, one of the main islands, and we
occupied for our barracksthe site where the training camp for Japanese
sailors who were much the same that we were, construction battgjien
We noticed the difference in plumbing in the restrodiNg. seat. st a hole
in the floor.](both laugh

Between the officefsand the enlisted restrooms?

Well, no, for all of us. We were all in the same boat, the same (boéh.
laugh)

| assume that Lucille is not with you now, once you got éodtcupation
duties in Japan.
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Findley: Oh, that 6s right.

DePue: What had been the discussion before the two of you left Goeunt your
future together?

Findley: Before | left Japan, the commanding officer of the battalion told me that he
could arrange fome to stay in Japan and China for a while and browse
around and see the place. [told hiftN,o | 6 d r at©@feourseget back
Lucille was the main magnet, plus my mother.

DePue: When you were still on Guam together, had you proposed to her?

Findley: (pauseOh, | 0 m . (atlrlaaighy b ateadday or an hour.

DePue: There clearly was some understanding between the two of you, though.

Findley: Yeah, thatoés right. We were laheyni ng t
Kansas. There wasremvalstation theré still is, | believe A simple diamond
ring.

DePue: I want to finish off with just a couple questions about your impressions of

your occupation duty in Japan.

DePue: What was your impression, once you got to Japan and Sasd¢bons ofthe
kind of reception you would have receivéad you had to fight your way
there?

Findley: The base was interior on a small, little inkend the hillsides were just

covered with armamenteeady to go. We would have been undamerciful
fire. We woutl have had trouble unloading the ship and having anything to
unload. My hunchisve wo ul d n 6 t Welhwvauld davd beemd e d

destroyed.
DePue: Did you see an awful lot of devastatjmmce you did get to occupation duty?
Findley: Oh, yes.The Naval basedd been attacked, of course. | think | just took that

one trip into the countryside to see Nagasaki, but | saw a lot of effects of the
bombing, fire bombing. We had set some big ciblmze

DePue: | know that both Nagasaki and Hiroshima, they kind af ttadeliberately not
firebomb those, so that they had an appropriate target for the atomic bombs.

Findley: Nagasaki was not a military site, no arms industry, so far as | know. It was
just a big city, and thatés why they o

DePue: Now, beforeyou got there, you had undoubtedly had a strong impression of
the Japanese soldier and how they would resist. What was your impression of
the Japanese peopénce you got there?

39



Paul Findley

Findley:

DePue:
Findley:
DePue:
Findley:
DePue:

Findley:

DePue:

Findley:

DePue:

Findley:

Interview #1S-A-L-2013002
By then, wedd had experiencesandvi t h sev
frankly, we felt pr et ty much, we felt sorry for
vengef ul beasts that had been portraye

types, a lot of obedience to thenperor. My belief is that the government that
MacArthur establishé could not have been better. It was truly outstanding.

And | think the consideration we gave
some of the outrage of the Japanese.

Did you ever feel threatened or at danger by the Japanese people?
No, no.

No?

Never, but | was never around populataamteran Japan.

Whendid you return to the United Staté#/as that in 1948

Well, 6 4 we were married in January, so | left Japaunst a guess, it must
have been October gomething like that.

Justone more questionforypy hen. Youodve talked at | e
military, your <combat experiences. You
combat. Lucille apparently got closer to the beast than you did. But what did

you conclude? What were your feelings about the experience and how it

changed you?

| concluded that war was about the most uncivilized thing that we had ever
engaged i n. | couldndét see how it coul
about whetheour entry into the war was a good thing. | believe today that it

was essentiaDne thing that really, really impressed me was meeting a man

who had been in a German P.O.W. camp, who talked to one of the German

soldiers and learned that he had been traairecdy to take part in the

occupation of the eastern seaboard of the U.S., because he was fully informed

on the geography of part of Connecticut. He knew exactly what the names

were or what the rivers were. Hebefore Hitler had any real shot at

defeding Britain, he was thinking ahead of Ameriddnat really puzzled me

that the Germans would be that thoughtful and detailed in planning ahead,
because this guy didnét make it wup out
particular spot where he woul@ lexpected to be in charge. It made me realize

that the war was needed.

That 6s probably a good place for wus to
two-anda-half hourshere.

|l 6m pleased that my voice hsdalimy out, be
apart.(both laugh)
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DePue: Fom my perspective, ,wewilbstogtoddypandpick j ust
this up and talk about your career getting into journalism and then pdligcs
next time we meet. Thank you very much, Congressman.

Findley: Thank you.

Interview with Paul Findley

# 1SA-L-2013002.02
Interview #2: January 29, 2013
Interviewer: Mark DePue

The following material can be used for educational and other neecommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lircoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Co
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from the AudieVisual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, lllinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken worahd that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor forthe views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Tuesday, January 29, 2013. My name is Mark DePue, Director of
Or al Hi story with the Abraham Lincoln
for my second session with Coegsman Paul Findley in Jacksonville, in his
office. Good morninggongressman.

Findley: Good morning.
DePue: | think last time we talked, we had a great conversation about your World War
Il experiences. As | recall, we kind of left you still in Japan.IS6,d | i ke t o

have you start by telling us about returning to the United States and that
momentous decision of getting married right after you got back.

Findley: | was still commissary and paymaster for the battalion when | went to Japan. |
think | said a éw words about the atmosphere there. Duties were not arduous.
| was able to get around the nearby territory without any trouble. The Japanese
were not hostile at all. Extremely disciplined, they took us in stride.
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It was a very chauvinistic society at tiiene. One of the vivid
memories | have is of, obviously a husband, walking down the country road,
followed by his wife pulling a cart. The wife did all the labor. It made me
realize what a backward system they had at that time. Douglas MacArthur was
exadly what Japan needed and what we needed. | thought he did a superb job,
managing affairs there, because he ended the chauvinistic background.
Women were first class during his administration. He paid the proper
reverence to the empetbieft the emperor ahed and the emperor left him
alone and gave him free hand. The emperor never intedffdredd o n 6t t hi nk
aldin any way with MacArthurdéds decision
short time that | was there. | also had the opportunity to visit Nagasak

|l did want to ask one question. |1 O0m pr
in establishing that new government was gave women the vote, as well.

Yes, yes.
When did you actually return from Japan?

Well, let me answethis way. There was a new skipper of the battalion when

we went asho#@ forget his namé& but he was a generous, kind type. He said,

Al have orders for you to go back to t
you new orders to visit Shanghaiand afdwgpc es i n Chi na, i oy
But | had been away from the states for, | guess, about seventeen months at

that time, and | was ready to go home. So, | passed up that opportunity and

grabbed the first empty seat on an aircraft going to Guam and froentther

Pearl and then to the states.

Where was Lucille during the months that you were actually in occupation
duty?

Okinawa was settled, so | guess she had no duties at all, temporarily. She and
her buddies were probably just waiting in aoQset for something to happen.

I, of course, didndét see her while | w
her at Ol at he, Kansas where a naval st
base of sorts there. We did meet in Olathe. | offered haegaand she took it.

(both laugh) | showed it to one of her buddies before she got there. All | could
afford was a very simple diamond r i

ng,
She accepted that. We didnét fix a da

t
This was #&er you returned from Japan.
Yes.

You hadndét been formally engaged befor

Well, it was iffy. (both laugh) We talked about it, but nothing was settled until
she accepted the ring. | thought that was an important steép garess she
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did, too. Once | got back to the states | went directly to Princeton, lllinois,
where my mother lived. | made several trips to Boston, by train, in the next
month, each time talking to Lucille and her family. My first trip to Boston put
me irto Stoughton, Mass., where her parents lived. She was detained by
weather at an airport in Buffalo, New York.

DePue: Known for its snow.

Findley: So, she was not at her home when | met her parents. (laughs) That was
another rather interesting experieniget they were very kind to me. By the
time | made the second round trip from Princetonto B@storhn at 6 s Pr i nc e
lllinoisd we were settled on getting married. In fact, her father had a wedding
license waiting for me when | got off the train. (laughs) e had a quick
wedding, very simple, just two couples, her parents and her sister and husband
in the priestds home. | was a Protesta
married in the cathedral or the church.

DePue: She was Catholic?
Findley: Yeah, yeahShe got assurance that | gave to the priest that | would not
interfere with the religious education

was the only way | could get Lucille, so | said okay. (both laugh)
DePue: What was the wedding date?

Findley: January 8, 1946. Lucille was not quite out of the Navy, but | was out. So, after
the wedding | headed for D.C., where | expected to become a law student at
George Washington University Law School.

| signed up, but | had renewed my acquaintance with Gdar&treit,
the author, then a national figure, a very prominent guy. He was on network
radio nationwide quite often, debating what ought to be done in the way of the
future organization of the U.S. So, | learned that he was going to start a
magazine righaway, called~reedom and Unionyhich he said would be a
monthly and would continue indefinitely. He had some high powered friends.
James Monsanto Quingy, the head of Monsanto Enterprises was one of them.
He, of course, was a wealthy man. He had a Isupport in the Roosevelt
administration.

DePue: What was it about what Streit advocated that so interested you?

Findley: He was the only one | knew of who had a plan to outlaw war. He proposed a
federation, not an alliance, but a federation of thirteenodeacies. That was
his proposal in the bookJnion Now They included the Low Countries, the
Scandinavian countries, France, Britain, the British Commonwealth, plus the
Uu. S. It added up to about éWell, France
Countries. Hepraps ed it 6d be an organic uni on,
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policy, having a single defense force, a common currency and a free trade area
within the eleven countries. | think Iceland was one of the countries.

You said the United States was, as well?
Oh, yes. He saw the U.S. as the centr a
Was Germany one of the countries?

No. Germany was just beyond occupied territory status and not ready for it, in
his view.

But that could have beenpossibility later on, to incorporate other nations?

It was. In fact, | think NATOéThere ar
including Iceland and the Federal Repudlihat would have been western
Germany it was included.

But this is before thestablishment of NAT®.
That 6s right .

When you say, fioutlawing war, o0 do you
of the federation?

Yes. But Streit said that, once other countries gained experience-in self

government and thereby gjified for admission, it would gradually become a

worl dwi de federation. He didnoét see it
did recommend highly that it would be limited, initially, to countries that had

a period of seljovernment and protected imatlual liberty. He thought that

the transition would be hard enough for that group. It would be impossible, if

they tried to bring in other countries.

Whatdid youthink about the establishment of the United Nations, and what
did Streit think abouit?

The United Nations came into beingéwas
already in being.

Yeabh, it was right at the end of the war.

That 6s right. But it had, in the prean
for memberswvithin the United Nations to form a tighter union, if they wished.

His emblem was the flambeau, the burning torch, with two circles around it.

The outer circle was the U.N. The inner circle was the federation of the

6 NATO was founded April 4, 1949.

" The UN was founded October 24, 1945.
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governments into a single federal goveaant. It had enormous appeal during
the war and after the war.

Owen J. Roberts was a justice of the Supreme Court. He resigned that
position, according to the reports | 0v
advancing the cause of a federation.hdbt t hi nk he was | i nk-e
Streit necessarily, but with the concept. So, it was a big idea, drawing
attention to big people. There was somebody from Taexabig personality
under Roosevedt who also teamed up with Streit. Streit had a lot ofdis
in Europe, too. Maurice Schumdhn it he Voice of Free Fr ;
the most ardent and persistent supporters of the federation idea. | became
closely acquainted with him later years, when | was still in the Congress.

DePue: I 6 m cur i cedhsg here.@Bythis time) you already had identified
yourself as a Republican. Now, this is way before your time, but for the
League of Nations, the Republicans were those who were so strongly opposed
to Wilson, primarily because of the issues they Hambiisurrendering some
of American sovereignty to this extra organization.

Findley: That argument didndt make sense to me,
ratified treaty it surrendered a little bit of its sovereignty. So, this was not
unprecedented faovereignty to be up for change. | felt the challenge of
nuclear war was so massive thatweshdwdds Li ncol n woul d s a\

case i s new, we have o tigenthral oursédvesanew and
DePue: So, standing at ground zero in Nagasaki hadesofthat impact.
Findley: Oh, it did, yes. You say | was a Repub
politics at all during the war. | never voted for Roosevelt, though, so | guess |
did. (laughs)
DePue: How long did you work for Streit?
Findley: It was about a yeaanda-half. During that time, Lucille and | would

occasionally take a side trip. We could borrow an automobile and drive to a

country town that we heard wanted to sell the local newspaper. (laughs) So,

we went to upstate New York a timetwo and to Ohio on another trip. In

fact, we thought one of the other employees of Streit might join us in this. But

we didndét have any money. (laughs) Al

DePue: Well, and apparently, still a«ileeme print

8 Maurice Schumann (1911998) became known as fAthe voi-ce of Franc
controlled France from 1940 to 1944. Hasman aide to General Charles de Gaulle and later served as Foreign
Minister from 1969 to 1973 in the administmMNewion of
York TimesFebruary 11, 1998.
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Printersodo ink had its i1impact. | got st
When | got back and when | got married, thinking about a career, | thought
maybe itod be good to have a | aw degr e

the budling journalistic enterprise that Streit founded, | jumped at it. | was

paid forty a week, not an hour (both laugh), and lots of volunteer work at
night. He finally raised my pay to fif
complain when | told him thdthad, out of the blue, just a tantalizing offer

from Jacksonville.

Two of the leaders of Jacksonville, one of them was Richard Yates
Rowe, Sr., who had founded an insurance company here, called Central
National Life. | had known him when | was a boyhuemed around some
with two of his sons, Dick, Jr. and Harris Rowe. They were friends of mine.
Wedbd play ball together, and had fun t
Rowe, Sr.], at that time, was state treasurer of lllinois. He and his partner in
the newpaper businegshis partner was named Reaugh Jennings [1894
1954]. The spelling of Reaugh is&Rau-g-h el t 6s a family name
pronounced &Y.

Reaugh Jennings and Dick Rowe owned the weekly in Winchester, the
one in Virginia, nearby Jacksonvillel[Hois]. They heard that theike
CountyRepublicann Pittsfieldwas for sale, so Rowe wrote to me and asked
me if 16d be interested in joining the
the paper. Well, | 6d never imgusal,dd paper
course, grabbed the offer. (laughs) | was thrilled, because it was close to home
in Jacksonville. | could renew my friendships there, as well as new ones in
Pittsfield.

The newspaper had fascinating Lincoln connections, because one of
the amestors of th&Republicarwas thePike County Free Flag believe. It
was owned by JohNicolay at one time, who became the private secretary of
Lincoln. Nicolay was the first employee that Abraham Lincoln hired after he
was presidenelect. He hired hinto be private secretary. Lincoln had first met
Nicolay in Pittsfield, and here | was going to buy the descendant of the paper
t hat Nicolay owned. He was a printeros
and hardworking that he was able to buy out theesywvhich is what | did
myself with thePike County Republicah was able to buy out the other
stockholders and attain ownership of Bike County Republican

That 6s a few years down the road, thou
Oh yes, yes.

Il just want to clarify something. A pr
devil?
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That was a young méanthey were always ménwho learned how to set type

and to publish the newspaper. So, Nicélayhen he was in White Hall he

had a job in a geeral stord and he saw that theld Flagd | guess it was

caled weekly newspaper in Pittsfield was
packed up and got the j8b.

When did you make the move, then, to become the managing editor, | guess,
of thePike County Republicgh

It was 647, August of 0647. (laughs) We
used 1936 Chevrolet. I bought it in 064
cars were al most nonexistent , and used

Chevrolet from the lady who was EditorChief of the magazine owned by

Streit. | paid three hundred bucks for it. So, we piled all of our belongings in

the back seat or on top and drove to F
blownout tire by the timave got to Pittsfield, but there were some big bulges

in a couple of them. (DePue |l aughs) Du
clothing disappeared from the top of the car and was never recovered, so it

was eventful for Lucille. (laughs) She entered the aincbrnfields and

misunderstood what corn was all about. She thought it was sweet corn. (both

laugh)

Probably thinking thatdés a | ot of swee
Yeah, she was. (laughs) And she liked sweet corn. (both laugh)
So, this was her firgtip to the Midwest.

Indeed. In fact, to her community near Boston, the Hudson River was the
barrier of civilization. (both laugh) Beyond that was wild country.

Where did you set up lodging then? Was it Pittsfield?

We rented a ram with a maiden lady who was a school teacher, and we had
to go through her bedroom to get to the restroom. | remember that vividly.
(laughs)

So much for that part of privacy, huh? (Findley laughs)

It was obviously a rough transition for tille. She was used to small town
Massachusetts, quite different from small town lllinois. She was not at ease

having people talk to her that she never met. It was just common practice in
Pittsfield. Youdbéd talk to evwasabmody. T

® The sequence of the names of this newspapettsfi€ld is as follows:The Pike Press,8421846;The Free
Press,1846:1860;Pike County Journall8601868;The Old Flag 18681893;Pike County Republicari893

1970;The Pike Pressl978pr esent . Paul Findley chasge®ithef hamd, d
lllinois Press Association Foundatidutip://www.illinoispress.org
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change for her, but she came to like it. She found a few people that liked to
play bridge, so she was happy during the day. She was an RN, so she helped
the family income by her nursing.

Did she work partime?

She worked priva nursing for a while. She worked for a couple of doctors

and got acquainted with a lot of people fast. We soon found a small house we
could rent. No, we went directly from this upstairs room to an upstairs
apartment. It was a residence owned by Ed Lowg;w-r-y. Ed was the

premier gambling machine magnate for the whole area of llBnpisball
machines, mainky but they took money and paid out money.

But this would have been illegal at the time, correct?

It was, but it was very common. Edicouraged cooperation by making

payments to the mayors or presidents of the village councils. Then they, in

some cases, made that income for the institutionofimdr cases, they put it

in their pocket. Ed didnot lotofy to dire
property in Pittsfield, including the house we were in. His brother, Walt,

occupied that house and rented the upstairs to us.

It went along smoothly, until Adlai Stevenson, who was governor of
lllinois, ordered the state police to crack down omlng machines. One
night they covered Pike County thoroughly, confiscated all of the pinball
machines and orarm bandits, and put them outside Pittsfield, west of
Pittsfield, in a junction of highways, and chopped them up and burned them.
Thatwas AdlaBt evensondés policy and practice,
didndét endorse what he did editorially
evidence that was destroyed as gambling. Ed preferred that it be called
gaming, not gambling. (laughs) This createcdhs friction between me and
my landlord, who owned the house, and they immediately raised the rent to
ten bucks, or fifteen, a month. So, we started looking for another house and
another dwelling and found a small house we rented. We were there for a
numbe of years, until | took the liberty of buying a Lustron, while Lucille
was in Boston with her family. When did | buy it? You know what a Lustron
house is?

No, |l 6m not familiar with it.

That was one of the great ideas to emerge from Wued 11.1° The man who
designed it was a good designer, but he was a poor salesman. They built an
excellent, ugo-date assembly line. The entire house would arrive on a single

10 Lustron houses were created to help alleviate the housing shortage faced by returning World War Il veterans.
The houses are made of prefabricated, porcelain enamel steel panels. They were manufactured from 1948 to
1950. http://www.lustronpreservation.org.
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trailer. Everything was there, andintdoay 6 s t i me, the new h
functioning.

DePue: So, a prefabricated house.

Findley: All you had to do was provide the concrete slab. Our neighbor in Pittsfield

had the agency for Lustrons over quite a wide area, and he sold a lot of them,

from Rushville down to Calhoun County. A few ksilirvive in Pittsfield, and

t hereds one here in Jacksonville. They
put in right after the war. It was baked enait@Vered, steel parts all the way

through. The interior doors slid into the walls and out. We boughtloat had

three bedrooms, very small, but still, separate bedrooms. | think w@& paid

including the land in Pittsfie@ $13,500, and we owned our first house. We

stayed there until | was elected to Congress.

DePue: Tell me more about running the newspapevould assume you put in some
long hours, but that was an important experience for you.

Findley: It sure was. We had an antique rotary press. We would make up a full page,
roll that full page under, with a matting on the top, which would come out. It
would have to be carefully backed up here and there to avoid smudging. Then,
that mat would be put inside a cylinder, and hot type would be run inside the
cylinder to make it form a cylinder that would print that page. It was a
laborious process, but it didipt up to twelve pages at one time. It was a lot
of trouble. The paper was forever brea
(laughs)

So, publishing a weekly newspaper was not all fun. It was a hard job,
but I loved it. For the first time, | had a newppawhere | could write
editorials to express my own views, and | did. That brought my acquaintance
around the State of lllinois, because | would go to press conventions and meet
the others. And when the time came for me to be an active candidate, | knew,
to some extent, every editor in the congressional district.

DePue: When you were writing editorials at that time, were they local focus, state
focus or national focus?

Findley: It varied. | remember when Truman fired MacArthur [in 1951]. | wrote an
editorm |l defending Trumands action. |l tho
to. That didndét enhance my standing wi

them were the other way.

DePue: Do you recall your reaction when we first decided to go to war in South
Korea?That would have been June of 1950.

Findley: |l had grave doubts about it. Truman di
action, and he acted under the U.N.
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DePue: With no declaration of war.

Findley: Yeah, thatoés right, ©negaulldguesdonthet i on, u
constitutionality of what he did, as Bob Taft didyut at least he responded
promptly to a challenge that a lot of countries felt had to be resisted, not just

the U.S. | didndét say much althadgot it , b
be done.
DePue: I wanted to ask you one other question

believe, is when that important election in the United Nations occurred:
whether or not to establish the nation of Israel. Were you paying any attention
to that at the time?

Findley: No. | probably couldnét name three sta
knowledge about that part of the world. (pause)

| remember when Churchill and Truman went to Missouri for the Iron
Curtain speech [in 1946], and lailight to myself, | ought to go and hear that,
but | didnoét. | was busy getting out a
most important speeches ever given, as far as | was concerned. | got tapes of
the speech, and | played them many times while | wiasg around. | could
almost recite the speech from memory. My wife got tired of listening to them.
(both laugh) But he had phrases in that speech that still ring so true today.
Churchill saw the Secretary General as policemen of the U.N. He saw the
U.N. Secretay General being armed with fighter plarjesbject to]his order,
so that he could respond to trouble spots anyplace in the world. Churchill
talked about common citizenship with the rest of the British Commonwealth,
but I think he also saw the otrstched hand of destiny, bringing us into
common citizenship, at least with Britain and probably within NATO, NATO
wide.

So, it was one of his most precise statements of analysis and forecast
that Churchill ever gave. Now, the Iron Curtain phrase gahalheadlines,
but there was a lot of meat beyond that. But | missed that. After, years later, |
wentto Fulton,got some tapes and enjoyed that hugely. | still have a file in
my current filing cabinet that contain
jumping around a bit.

DePue: That 6s fine. |l think | éve been jumping
jumping around, so thatodés fine. (Findl
later in 1952, you made a decision to run for the state legislature.

Findley: | did, ran forgatesenator. There were four counties, Calhoun, Scott, Pike and

Adams. There were three candidates for the Republican nomination. One of
them was a lawyer from Calhoun County, a-aneed lawyer. (laughs) The

11 Robert Taft (18941954) was a Republican Senator from Ohio who unsuccessfully sought the Republican
presidential nonmation in 1940, 1948, and 1952.
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other was Lillian SchlagenhatdT h at 6 scyliadermame.eAt the time,

she was one of the stars of state politics. She was mainly a public speaker, but
she saw the opening in the stateods

Republicanl saw it as a chance to kind of cut my teetle, wéat | could do. |
really didnét think 1 6d ever make
the total campaign.

DePue: What did Lucille think of your decision to run for the legislature?

Findley: Well, she thought [Sdhde gdeitd nodovte rt aikte.

and she didndét think 16d win. The
County had Quincy, lllinois, that was the big ciBut | carried the other three

counties.

DePue: How did you manage to do that?

Findley: First of all,| went to visit the circuit judge named A. Clay Williams, whose
home was Pittsfield® He was an oldimer, way up in his 80s, and he gave me
advice on how to proceed. He sai d,
hand you can, and build for tomorrow,tsdhat youod6l |l be better
been a candidat e. Even i f you | ose

That was good advice, and | really tried to proceed that way. | tried to avoid

antagonizing anybody, including the two people running against kegt
track of the people | talked to. | built up a card file.

ant ag

DePue: You mentioned you tried to avoid
writing frequent editorials. Arenot
antagonizing people that way?

Findley: Yes. Il &m sure | didndét avoid antagoni z

always courteous to them, civil and pleasant. When | met with the county
Republican chairman, Claude Kent, in Quincy, and his committee men, we

webre all at etoreescandigates for nomimationespokeh

Afterwards, a banker from Pittsfield came to.iHe s ai d, AYou

right things. o (laughs) | said |

see now. I &m mi xi ng up miyoftheocaugty e s si o n a
chairmen, all the precinct committee

woul d

to win their vote, but | wanted them to understand | was a serious candidate

and would welcome any help.

|l didndédt take much t i mempaigniogon my
the weekend and evenings. | knew | was going to lose, but | was happy about
the experience. This elderly judge [Judge Williams], a Democrat, of course,

was flattered to be asked for advice, and he gave me some good advice,

2 jllian Schlagenhauf (1899) represented the 8B®istrict in the lllinois Senate from 1953 to 1964.
13 Prior to becoming circuit judge, A. Clay Williams (186858) was in a law firm with his brother, William
Elza Williams, who later served in the U.S. House of Representatives.

51



Paul Findley Interview #1S-A-L-2013002

which, | think, wascrucial. What | think is impressive is that Lillian

Schlagenhauf, a few years later, publicly supported me for Congress, even

t hough the stateds attorney from Adams
Schlagenhauf was out front for me in the primary.

DePue: Did she win that senatorial campaign, then?

Findley: She was el ect e denatenShé did2wintthat, btit Bhe supported e
me in my first Congressional race, and | won.

DePue: Wedbre going to get to that nadyod oo f ar
didndét expect to win, so | guess you W
out that way.

Findley: That 6s right .

DePue: Were you surprised that you had done better than maybe a lot of people had
thought?

Findley: One of my partners in the newgpa business, Dick Rowe, who was running
for governor then, lost the nomination for governor the same day | lost the
nomination for state Senate. He said,
you will try again | ater.. 0 He didnodot t

DePue: Did your newspaper, at that time, publicly support a Republican candidate for
president? | would think Taft and Eisenhower would have the two top names
on the ticket.

Findley: | personally came odtt hi s was a | it tolandiWwad t after
strong for Eisenhower, all the way through. | was the lke candidate for state
Senate, so | was a partisan for Ike. | had a great big poster of him that | put in
our sort of large front window.

DePue: Was this, otherwise, Taft country?

Findley: Yes, verymuch so. | offended some Republicans, but when Ike got the
nomination He had such a huge vote that they saw him as the guy to go with.

DePue: So, that whole 652 experience didnodt éV
would end your political aspirations, btiprobably just whetted your
appetite.

Findley: (laughs) Thatdés right. Thatés right. I
theHerald Whigi n Qui ncy, |l got a press pass t

convention, which was held after the lllinois primary.dsadefeated for the
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nomination, but I, nevertheless, had the joy of going to the nominating

convention in Chicago, at the %tock vya
DePue: This was the national convention?
Findley: Fifty-two, yeah. They had Earl WarrehCalifornia, (laughs) Richard Nixon

of California. Everett Dirksen was sort of the pillar of lllinois Republic&ns.
Thomas Dewey was still running for president. And they said Douglas
MacArthur waded ashore on Lake Michigan, because he was thet&, too.
(both laugh) So, it was quite a show.

DePue: This is heady stuff for a young newspaper guy.
Findley: Oh boy, it was. | forget the name of t
where a reception for | ke wasnowle!l d. Th

But the reception was a wild and enormous crowd. There was a lineup,
behind a rope, filtering past Ike. It looked to me as if he was getting tired and
would soon disappear, so | ducked unde
people | irritated, but dlid. | got to shake hands with him, and he really
impressed me. He made me feel like he was genuinely glad to meet me. That
was quite a feeling. | was sure he was going to be president.

To go to a future moment, he was president for the first sevensgsn d
of my congressional career. He turned it over to JFK on January the twentieth
of 0661. Il was given the oath of office
those seventeen days. He was very flattering. He liked what | said about farm
policy. | was tying to get government out of the administration of crops in the
u. S. I didndét think Uncle Sam needed t
(laughs) and my position was very popular then. He heard about what | was
doing. During a breakfast at his homeGettysburg, he was asked by a

reporter i f he agreed with Paul Findl e
bet | do. o0 (both laugh) So, |l ke hel ped
dreams for NATO. | ke event ugotlditers c a me t
here that show his public commitment t
until he left office.

DePue: Letds back up to 1952. Youbd just | ost
youdd | ose. But, from t haoppopunitiest on, w

that, maybe, you could be throwing your hat in the ring again?

4 The arena, named the International Amphitheatre, was adjacent to the stock yards.

15 Everett Dirksen (1894969) represented the8linois District in the U.S. House of Representatives, 1933

1949. He served in the U.S. Senate, 13969. He was a Taft supporter at the 1952 Republican National
Convention and was an outspoken critic of Thomas Dew
16 Thomas E. Dewey (1902971) unsuccessfully ran foretRepublican presidential nomination in 1940. He

was the Republican presidential candidate in 1944 and 1948. He was not a candidate in 1952 but was influential

in securing the nomination for Eisenhower at the 1952 Republican National Convention.

17 The Steens Hotel was renamed the Hilton in 1951.

53



Paul Findley

Findley:

DePue:

Findley:

DePue:
Findley:
DePue:

Findley:

DePue:

Findley:

DePue:

Findley:

DePue:

Findley:

DePue:

Interview #1S-A-L-2013002
No. |l didndét think the chance would ev
there were seasoned veterans, successful people in every office of interest to
me.lreh |l y wasnodét interested in the state
place.

So, your interest was more at the national level than state politics.

It was more at making a success in the newspaper. Thoughts of public office
were in theback of my mind, but not in the forefront.

For the next several years, then, did you stay in Pittsfield?
Yes, stayed there until | was a memlbpégct of Congress.
| assume you and Lucille started a family about this timeframe, &3 wel

We did. Craig was born in 648, so he w
Senat e. Heéd go out with me on a few t
County was a fascinating place.

A

|l t6s kind of i solatetdt? from the rest of

't 1 s. ltéds sometimes called the Kingd
the whole county. There was one bridge at Hardin. There were a couple of
ferries, but the traffic from St. Loui

Forthose whoarént f ami | i ar with the geography
[llinois River and the Mississippi River.

The big flyway, yeah. The population of Calhoun County consisted of two
elements. The Catholic Church was probably half of it. The rest was
Protestantism, mainly critics of Catholics. So, there was almost open warfare
within Calhoun County over religion (laughs). | survived nicely, because my
wife was a Catholic, and | was a Presbyterian. (both laugh) So, | could listen
to both sides and agree wltbth sides. Yeah, the campaign was really
interesting. | met a lot of great people in that campaign. So, | followed the
judgebs advice and came out ahead.

Were you one of those guys who would keep careful notes of the people you
met?

Oh,ye a h. I didndét have quite as thorougl
congressional campaign, but | did keep track of names and dates. | would
often telephone them or stop to see them.

Congressman, do you have the pceslitici a
and names?
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Findley: I did a |l ot better then, than today. (
i nto a town and |1 6d have the cards for
helped.

DePue: What, three by five cards or something?

Findley: Yeahd foll owed that process, religiousl

my campaign. | kept a supply of blank cards in the right pocket. My cards
filled out went in the left pocket.

DePue: But it sounds | ike, after telcomtendtb2 c a mp
be a fulttime journalist.

Findley: That 6s right. I n fact, at one point, L
if we could get a decent price, and travel, go to Europe and bang around,
perhaps develop some work as a foreign correspnd@bat was a big dream.
It never materialized at all, but we thought about that. Then suddenly, the
opportunity to run for Congress came along, and then we dropped the idea of

selling.
DePue: You had another child somewhere in here too, | believe.
Findley: Yeah. Diane came six years later.
DePue: In what year was she born?

Findley: Fifty-four.

DePue: By that t i me-timeyapajdumadistdgairc k f ul |

Findley: Yes.

DePue: This might be the right time to inject Abraham Lincoln into this story.

Findley: Well, it could be injected earlier, because | always considered him seriously as

my friend, believe it or not. (laughs) He was always an inspiration.
DePue: You grew up with that.

Findley: I r ead Ca rPtairieSYaarsy thinky wden $ was in th fifth grade.
One of the journeys that | enjoyed immensely was a trip to Springfield to visit
the home and the tomb. Pike County attracted me greatly because of its
numerous Lincoln connections. That was a common stop on his giding
work, Pittsfied. A number of houses where he was known to have been
entertained still stand today, probably more than exist in Springfield. It was
really Lincoln country.
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DePue: What was it about Lincoln that most appealed to you, especially as a
youngster? | know youdpt going back to him.

Findley: Well, I memorized some of his speeches when | was in high school. And
when | was a student at lllinois College, they had literary societies. A good
friendd handicapped a bit, older than the aveéag@ok me under his wing
andsi gned me up for Phi g&thecertficateioft er ar y
membership there. (laughs) | would recite Lincoln speeches, most of the time,
when | had a turn at the lectern.

DePue: So, something about his eloquence?

Findley: It was his eloquete, yes.

DePue: More than his politics, you think?

Findley: Well, theyo6re together. Theydre one an
unbelievabl e. I must say | dondét know

school beyond the second grade. He did haa@aection with former IC
students at New Salem Village. And one of the great biographers of Lincoln,

David Herbert Donald, [192Q009] in his greatest book of allhe Life of

Lincoln, credited six New Salem villagers with really providing higher
educdion to Lincoln. That was the closest to a college education he got, and it
came from students from lllinois College.

DePue: | know that one of the things you wrote about in your biography was the photo
drawing, (Findley |l aughs) kind of half

Findley: Just before Gettysburg, Lincoln was photographed by Alexander Gardner in
D.C., and one of the poses was Lincoln seated, with Nicolay seated on his
right and John Hay standing on his left. According to photo historians, there
were half a dozen printsf that made. John Nicolay acquired one of the prints,
and he was so proud of it, he had what they called a miniaturist artist in D.C.
tint the figures and paint in the background of the plain studio [as] the likeness
of the cabinet room of the White House

That painting became the property of his only child, Helen Nicolay.
When she died, she left it to her housekeeper, who died a few days later and
l eft 1t to the housekeeperds daughter,
Hampshire. | knew of its existendeecause there was a distant relative of the
Nicolay family that still lived in Pittsfield, and they kept me-tapdate on
happenings within the family. So, | knew the picture existed, and | knew
where it was. So, one time, when we visited Stoughton, Niess Bostod
which was at least once a ydadrborrowed my fathein-l awdés car, dr oV
to Center Harbor, New Hampshire, and met the school teacher one evening,
and asked if I could see the painting. She had it up in the attic.
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DePue: 't wasnosplagven on di

Findley: No. She brought it down, and she had the desk that Nicolay used. What she
did to that | at er , I donot Kknow. But ,
me, because | wanted to display it in my newspaper office in Pittsfield. She
s aiVWe | IR, | dondét know what i1itds worth.
anyway. o0 But | cMeselvewho wag, then, tiemgst n a me d

prominent Lincoln photo expert in the country, lived in New Y&rkor some

stroke of luck, | got him on the phoneltgaway, and | asked him what it

would be worth. He said, well, he didn
said, any print of Lincoln that was genuine was worth at least a hundred

bucks. So, | offered the school teacher two hundred, (laughs) andatided

a few bucks for the telephone call to New York and got the painting. It was on

my office wall until | went to Congress. | took it to Congress with me, of

course.

DePue: The next part of the Lincoln story that so fascinated me, was your decision to
go around to various civic groups, making speeches.

Findley: That was a product of my campaign needs. | needed a speech that any

audience would welcome, because most audiences would want a nonpartisan

talk.
DePue: So, now weodre talking about 1959 ti mef
Findley: It would have been earlier, probably o

Helen Nicolay wrote about her father, and the frontispiece was the text of a

letter that Nicolay had written to the Bloomington Historical Society. In it, he

listed the occasions on which he personally had heard speeches from
Lincolnds I|ips. The first one was a co
reporters were so enthralled with what
record it very well. (laughs) That was the fitishe he really spoke out very

fervently about slavery.

Then, he heard Lincolnds fAiHouse Diyv
Hall in Springfield one evening. When Lincoln was nominated, by then he had
become acquainted with Nicolay, who was, then, Assistetfite Secretary of
State in the capitol building. Lincoln would go down to look at election
records quite often, and he got acquainted with Nicolay. So, he made Nicolay
his first appointee to his campaign staff, his only one, actually. | think he paid
him $60 a month.

Nicolaydés job was to receive Vvisito
Lincoln unti/l he was elected. Lincoln
during the campaign, and he made very

18 Frederick Hill Meserve (186%962) was considered one of the foremost collectors of Lincoln photographs.
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pretty delicate. | gueds did it very well, because, when Lincoln became
presidentelect, his first charter was to hire Nicolay as his secretary.

Before they left town, Nicolay convinced Lincoln that he needed help.
So, he [Nicolay] recommended John Hay, a young man he haid met
Pittsfield, and Lincoln agreed. So, both Nicolay and Hay were on the train
with Lincoln. Nicolay heard the farewell to the Springfield citizens, probably
his most frequently repeated speech.

When he got to Washington, he heard him give the First lmaludHe
was seated on the platform, just a couple of seats away.

When time for the Lincoln participation at Gettysburg came, Nicolay
went with Lincoln to Gettysburg overnight, and stayed with him in the
morning, until they went, at noontime, to the cegngtAgain, he sat near him
during the Gettysburg Address. Thereos

Then he was present for the second inaugural. Imagine, one person
being present for all of those utteran
that privilege, and Molay was it.

| made a speech that tied all this together, and when | had come to the
AHouse Dividedo speech, I quoted a few
the other speeches that went along, all from memory. It never failed. (laughs)
| t w a srigidat idea.

| was in Rotary Club in Pittsfield, and | believe it was 1958. A visiting
Rotarian from Pennsylvania, a professor, told me about an experience he had
had in providing the program for the local Rotary Club some weeks earlier.
He said he neer gave a word of his own. All he did was to read from
speeches of Abraham Lincoln. He said the crowd was silent, and they stood
and applauded afterwards. So, thatods h
Nicolayds experience lsostLiacolnjthaa mat i ¢, p e
woul dndét hurt me a bit as a candidate.
the nomination.

Il had a couple of other speeches. C
got that speech. One was on the constitutional convention. All thtberof
did pretty well with an audience. | never had any complaints, and most of the
crowds were on their feet clapping.

DePue: The constitutional convention youdre t
Convention?
Findley: Yeah. And when | had a groupdience, | tried to get the names of those who

heard me, so that quickly enlarged my card file.
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As | understand again from the boak you were doing this before you had
made any kind of formal declaration.

Oh, that 6s r i gratefulto Abe Lifcane decausé thevgpesch s o g
was welcomed by any audience. The word about the success of my speech
traveled pretty well. | got the Rotary Club secretary to write to all the Rotary

Clubs in the twentieth district on my behalf, which he diénisi Club did the

same thing. So, the word got around fast, and nobody was ever offended. In

fact, | got to deliver the entire speech on primetime TV from Quincy. It was a
daytime appearance, but it was, nevertheless, a big audience. That helped a

lot.

Are there parts of the speech that you remember to this day?
| could recite almost all of it.
Any part that youdd |Iike to recite for

(pauses) fAWell, i f we coul d dndingw wher €
we would better know what to do, and how to do it. Our nation is a house

divided against itself. | believe it cannot survive half free and half slave. | do
believe that it will b%®come all one th

ADear fri ends, osihoa, cam appreciate my feeling of my p
sadness at this parting. To this place and to the kindness of these people, | owe
everything. Her e | have | ived for a qu
young to an old man. Here my children were born, and onéuisd. | now
leave, not knowing when or whether ever | may return. Trusting in Him who
can go with me and remain with you and be everywhere for good, let us
confidently hope ?Isthdtenaugh? (beth ldugh) yet be

Very impressivel 6 d st and, if I wasndt wired he
appeal there. And the nice part about
any particular contentious position.

That 6s right. Lincolnés storiaes hel ped
trying to avoid, but at the time | sai
Lincoln told about a farmer who had a big trunk of a tree, dead tree, in the

center of the field. And it was too green to burn. It was too twisted to split,
anditwastoodavy to haul away. What did he
(both |l augh) And generally, that woul d
forgotten what they asked me. (both laugh)

®This quotation is fr om Ldelineted in 8pdirgfield, HinaisorJueil®@3B.ded o sp
XThis quotation is from Lincolddelsi viieFrag ce wied | S pArdidr gefsise |
February 11, 1861.

59



Paul Findley Interview #1S-A-L-2013002

DePue: This is an aside, altogether, but, of course, Steven Spielberg fostors
with his own movie on Lincoln.
Findley: Wonderful, it was wonderful.
DePue: So, you would recommend that to anybody, it sounds like.
Findley: |l sure would. AWith malicénopowbhasoson

the start. fférvemiddo yprad that this niigbity sequrge of
war may s p e e divdugnow thiswas preseatgd.campletely in
that movie. And I recited the whole thing. That was the best part of my

speech(laughs)

DePue: Therebds a coupl e .otWeedrl Ic grente cdtoi arse hedre
it sounds like Lincoln had an awful lot to do with your winning that election.

Findley: Oh, sure.

DePue: |l 6m | ooking over to my | eft, here, and

about the couch.

Findley: | 6 mut sure the date the couch came to me. | think it was 1974 or
thereabout$? My addiction to Lincoln was weknown, and when the
Pennsylvania Historical Society had a bunch of fragments of furniture, as well
as complete furniture, they wanted to sellhie National Park System for
display in the Lincoln home in Springfield, they came to me. | wrote a letter, |
guess, on their behalf, but they credited me with helping to find a market.
Their society was in tough straits, needed money. And they offeradittes
thank you, to |l et me buy the Lincoln s
So, their offer of the sofa for $6,000, | grabbed. In fact, | agreed to it before |
told Lucille. She heard about it on the radio in D.C. (both laugh)

DePue: And you head about it, maybe, when you got home?

Findley: That 6s right. (both | augh) But, she |
keep it in a place where the public could view it, and that was what happened
on the Hill. I had it in my office, but | had agity good flow of visitors all the
time. | was waiting for the perfect spot, and when this came into being, |
chose this.

DePue: Well, there are some more Lincoln stor
youdre in Congr ess antdospendithe rest bfthettmet h o s e
we have today talking about that first election. | think we need to start in
1958, dondt we?

2’'These quotations are fr om,deliverad ol Mads4, 188cond | naugur a
22 Findley acquired the couch 978.
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Yes. That was the year that Sid Simpson agreed to speak in Pittsfield at a
commemoration of an expansion of the locadpital. It was a big event for
Pittsfield. | invited Sid Simpson to come and speak, and he did. After |
introduced him, | stepped off the platform and got a chair below, so | could
have a better audience hearing of him.

Who was he?
He wasthe twentieth district member for the House, a Repubfizan.
A U.S. House representative.

Yes. He was a congressman. He had been in office sixteen years. There are
lots of rather unusual events in my life, but this was truly exceptional. |
invited him to come. He came. | introduced him, which was a welcome
opportunity.

It was 1958. | knew he would be reelected easily, and so did he. He
gave his talk, with me in the audience. | had left the platform to be down
below. And then, he sat down.dHiead slumped over to the side, and he died,
right on the platform. It was right on the hospital lawn, so they took him right
i nto the emergency r odtm.walsh eiyn cQcutl odbnedrt
[The] election was right around the corner, and plagty asked his widow if
shedd be willing to serve. At first, s
to. So, her name, | think, was put on the ballots by running the ballots through
a mimeograph machine. (laughs) She was elected, of course.

As soonas she got to Washington, somebody asked her about her
plans for reelection. She hadndt even
just serve the one twelhat wasneticedd nien 6t wa
and three other people to get going, (lajdiecause that meant the seat
would be open.

When you say fAnotice to you and three
Yes, yesThey were all seeking the nomination.

Were you already doing this Lincoln speech around the circuit?

No, no.

So, this happened afterward.

That 6s right. As soon as that evening
one time in a |lifetime to run for Cong

23 Sidney Elmer Simpson (189¥058) served in Congress from 194atil his death in 1958.
24 Edna Oakes Simpson (182894) served in Congress from 1959 to 1961.
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get over it with dagghd mught 6sdidinéde p,
trail before Edna Simpson had decided to run. | visited every county
chairman. Of <course, |l didndét pursue i
me, anyhow. The next time around, | at least had established my toatme,

degree.

In your first run, you said in 1952 you spent $300 running for the state Senate.
By this time, it had to occur to you, this is going to be much more expensive
than $300.

(laughs) | believe that |
spent $9,000 to get the
nomi nati on.
my money. | remember
Kenneth Starka banker, %
who later joined my staff
for a while, gave me
$200. Bill Stratton, who
waseéletds s

Stratton was governor at
that time.

Hegaveme$200.|was PaulFi ndl eydés 1st race for th

quite surprised, becaa

he was kind of under

attack at that time over a portrait expenditure. Do you remember? He was on a
trial about the use of campaign funds.

| knew t hat he had an issue that deal t
know the specifics of it.

Well, there was a trial, and Everett Dirksen testified in his behalf. But, during
that trial period he came to a reception for me and gave me $200, and | was
astounded at that.

Was this about the same timeframe you decided to purchase otlteght
newspaper?

Yes. | 6m not sure of the dates, but su
not get along with one of the partners, namely the widow of a former owner of

the Pike County Republicam think she planted a few seeds of doubt wiith

other partners. For whatever reason, they wanted to get out. So, | suddenly

had the need to raise abouté$20, 000 st
As | considered that, | felt sure that mylaws and my mother would loan me

S 0me, b u t beia greaivdeal. | needédtto get a bigger bunch of

dollars. The only thing | owned that | could sell was the Lincoln picture.
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Before, when | first acquired it, | received a letter from John Hay
Whitney, the descendent of John Hay. He was, then, the @itiezNew

York Herald Tribuneand alsotheea mbassador in London. H
ever decide to sell it, please | et me
t hat away and thought 1 6d never use it

in touch with him and did a little horse trading and finally got him to pay
$8,500 for it.

That s quite a markup from $200.

It sure was, and it proved: here again, Abe Lincoln helped me. (both laugh) |
know that | never would have made it to Cagy, except for Abe. (laughs)

But whatodés the rationale for spending
newspaper, when you know youodre going

Because | had no chance to get nominated unless | dduditehe to the
campaign. | couldnodét expect my partner
all my time trying to get votes.

That would suggest there was somebody at the newspaper you could rely on
to run the operation.

Well, | had very god help. | just left it to them to handle, and they did it.
Amazing, amazing story. But, this money from John Hay Whitney enabled me
to buy them outThey wanted out. | guess they were up to the point of asking

me to sell to t he that ltaeval was exgrésded 0 the, wa n t
but I 6m sure that would have been the
woul dndét buy them out, they would get
That sounds | i ke what wedre talking ab
timeframe?

Probably 658. It would have been awful
Well, 658 would have been the election

That 6s right.
So, did you pretty much run for two years for that position?

Oh, yeahl knew | had to, and | did. | did very little at tFeéke County
Republicaroffice.

Now, you already mentioned Lucille tho
(both |l augh) Somewhere along the I|ine,
committed tathis.

63



Paul Findley

Findley:
DePue:

Findley:

DePue:

Findley:

DePue:

Findley:

DePue:

Findley:

DePue:

Interview #|S-A-L-2013002

And when | was elected, they werenot h
They being the family?

Lucille and the kids. They were being required to pull up stakes from the
whole life they had known. Craig was in junior high. Diane was ready for firs

grade. Lucille had had a terrible il1ln
doctors left a sponge inside when they performed the cesarean, and she had an
agonizing time in 0664, 665¢

655, 0656

Yeah, yeah. And she was not in good healthink she suffered from the
menopause. Things were very, very tough between us. She was really having
a bad time. | remember, it was Christmas Eve, and | ran into her, to my
surprise, in the shopping district one day. Her closest friend, Kay Aiken, a
native of New Zealand who had married a local man, had persuaded her to get
out of the house and come with her to do some Christmas shopping. |
remember, | got a pretty tough glare. She was very unhappy with life.

You couldndt have lobdetemeatbgne withiyoug a whol
ambitions and the newspaper.

That 6s right. Il had abandoned them, as
lifetime opportunity. Lucille, soon after that, recovered her stability and was

happy, but the kids wereohhappy. Craig had just a minor part in a school

play, so he stayed over into the second semester partways to do that. Diane

wanted to enter the first grade, as she would have in Pittsfield, but the local

schools had a rule that would have required heraib a year. That really tore

her to pieces. l &m not sure what excus
permitted to go to a private school for first grade and thus be eligible to get in
public school i n the secolgproblemishat 6s ho

were at a peak.

You mentioned alsb you alluded at leadtthat you had a crowded primary
field.

Oh, yes. Oh, sure. The st atdadvery att or ne
popular guy; | liked hid he was seeking it. A young fellomamed Clyde
Baulos of Bluffs, who had had a liaison job in the White House for a while,

also wanted it. And then, the s,tateds
he wanted it. So, the two big population centers had their own favorite son
running. lhaca t ough sel | . But thatoés why 1 d

had to give it everything | had.

Was there any particular issue that summed up the primary campaign?
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| based mine heavily on inflation. | thought the public debt that WWgsim
was running was intolerable. I deliver
namel vy, inflation. o | treat iinflation

exception to that and made the mistake of contesting my little speech on that
subject, insteadfaoing something for himself. Alvin Ufkes was sort of an

aloof figure who, | believe, was certain he was going to get nominated,
because he is stateds attorney in the

| never crossed swords with any of them. I tried to keep catlitire
way through. I did have the advantage of being first on the ballot out of the
four. | think Charlie Carpentier helped me get that, after | had made my call
on him earlier. |l used the sl ogan, A Fi
of f i c eething like tkab m

What was Carpentierdés position at that
He was quietly for me.
Didndét he have a position?

He was Secretary of State. He held that office without a single bit of scandal,
the last one to do that.

(laughs) For a while, at least. Did Paul Powell take it over after him, or was
that a little bit later?

It seems to me that was Pow?ll.
Yeah, okay. You dondét need to go down

Shoebox Powell. Let me tell yabout Shoebox Powell. (laughs) He liked

ladies. There was a dinner, honoring some woman who was queen of

something or other, statewide office. | was invited to go and so was Paul

Powel I . |l saw him rearranging namepl at
be next to the lady of honor. He was a man of detail. (both laugh) When he

died, one of the cynics who had fun with his death, said that they heard that

the cause of death was the day he opened a shoebox and found shoes in them,

had a heart attack. (boldugh)

Youdbre obviously talking about a piece
and finding hundreds of thousands of dollars in his apartment at the St.
Nicholas Hotel in Springfield.

That 6s right. (laughs)

25 paul Powell (1902970) served aspeaker of the lllinois House of Representatives fi®31951 and
19591963. He was Secretary of State for lllinois from 1,968il his death in 1970.
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DePue: Let 6 s g e tuardgourkcantpagn.y want to read the figures here,
because youobve got them in the book: F
Alvin Ufkes, 6,177; and Clyde Baulos, 5,292. So, you had four legitimate
candidates.

Findley: Yeah, yeah, they were serious.

DePue: Who was your general election opponent, then? Who was the Democrat?

Findley: MontgomeryCarrott.He was the General Motors dealer in Quincy, a dealer

for Chevrolet, | know, maybe for the others, too. But he was a very successful
businessman, and hedha lot of friends.

DePue: ltdéds time you talk a |ittle about the
race. Describe that district for us.

Findley: (pause) I 6m not positive about the nun
around twenty.
DePe: Well, while youobére talking, | 61 | go ah
Findley: Okay. It was agricultural to a great extent. Sangamon County was not in the
district. Quincy, even though it had some heavy industry, was still heavily
agricultural.
DePe: There are fourteen counties.
Findley: Fourteen. The eastern counties were Mason and Menard. Mason was a
desol ate county. Real ly, there wasnot

Menard had Petersburg. It was a very live county and generally Regoubli
The other counties sorted out as pretty even between Republicans and
Democratsno heavy majority either way. | think it was regarded as
Democratic, but not by very much.

The countryside was festooned with billboards sponsored by the John
Birch Socigy. The Birch Society was well represented in Quincy. They had
some very ardent supporters there. Believing | should keep in touch with
every element of the party, | always was glad to meet with them and talk to
them. There was some common ground. | was trery conservative,
opposed to any enlargement of federal authority, which suited them fine.
Their attitude on foreign policy was t

There was very, very little in the way of minorities in the district. It
wasverywhé. The Jewish presence at that t
county. Sangamon County was not in my district. There were a lot of Jews in
Quincy, professionals, mainly. There were not a great number of blacks.

Calhoun County, for example, had the traditiomof letting blacks stay in
the county overnight. That was still alive. Pike County had had blacks coming
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and going, but not very many. When | lived there, | was aware of only one
black person in Pittsfield or anyplace else in the county. He was a jgieor t
that took care of both banks (laughs), a nice guy, and he took a lot of
punishment, jokes. The minstrel show has always portrayed blacks in a
demeaning way, which | disapproved.

The economics of the district were primarily agricultural?

When | was in college | did a little economic survey, and | found that Morgan

County was evenly divided. Osthird institutional; we had big institutions for

the deaf, blind and insane, at the time. @med was agricultural. On¢hird
wasindustrial. So | considered it a nicely bal e
the whole district, but the other part

Was the area that you were represedihghink this is included prime
farmland?

Yes. ScotiCounty and Morgan and especially the river botiand.
Around the Illinois River.

That was really prime. | had a lot of river bottoms. Some people, later on,
would describe the twentieth district as the drainage district, because | had so
many drainage district projects. (both laugh) | was always meeting with the
Corps of Engineers.

Now, you mentioned a couple of the issues. The prime issues, though, that
were discusséil once you got to the general electiowhat were those? And
thiswould have been the same election year of JFK [John Fitzgerald
Kennedy] and [Richard] Nixon.

JFK, yeah. Of course, their election overshadowed mine. | was on TV on

WGEM for one hour, wittMontgomeryCarrot, in advance of each of the
debatesthd e nnedy had with Nixon. So, we ha
overly comfortable under the Klieg lightsbut | was able to make some good
points. I didndét cause a problem, and
for any debate. (laughs)

Were you ale to weave in any Lincoln in any of those debates?

| gave my Lincoln speeches whenever | had the opportunity, and | did have

regular opportunities. TV channel, the
ten, ten. | talked about inflation. | talkedaut the constitutional convention,

talked about Lincoln. I didndt see it
i nternational i ssues, and | didnoét . I

26 An intense, carbon arc lamp, especially used in filmmaking. It is named after inventor John H. Kliegl.
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importance of having a representative in Congress who woulditekeerest
i n people that had problems with the f
service, and | wanted to continue that. That was usually what | talked about.

So, it sounds like, to a certain extent, you were deemphasizing the issues in
the geeral election.

Yes, except for inflation. My speech on the Constitutional Convention
touched patriotic issues very often. | think the district found it refreshing to
have comments of a nonpartisan nature from candidates running for office.

Now, if I can find it quickly, I know there is one quote that your opponent

mi sapplied to you that you wused for go
farm i s a t hi nwhatChrrotisdideyouhadsléclaréd inlah at 6 s
speech.

(laughs)Yeah, that was a fun part of the campaign, because | had said

somet hing close to that, but it was ou
foll owed, in which | said, AThe family
now we have a | ar gydarm, andliwvantto pratectdhe st i | |
i nterest of t hat-acredarngweas commonptaceandA t hous
wanted to protect the farm from intrusions by federal policy wherever | could.

The farmers then | iked it.gdifeasaryour s e,
check every year, so theyodére used to I
Wedbre going to talk about farm policy

about your congressional career. As you got close to Election Day, were you
confident of victory?

Yes . I wasnodét assured, but | felt good.
to get the job. | 6d had good support.
own, and | had overcome the criticism that the established parties made to me

about that. | covinced them that | was bringing new people into the party. |
wasnodét trying to reduce the i mportance

Il s that to say that you didndét come up
expected you to?

You know, tley probably voiced that criticism among themselves, but | never
heard it. The party wanted me to win, even though they had some misgivings
about me.

Did you feel like you had the party regular support in the primary?

No, no. | had no endogments. Thé&ike County RepublicaRarty may have
endor sed me, but | dondét believe so. T
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DePue: Tell me what the feeling was like, then, the night of the election, when you
found out you had walyeightyears ef strivipgofar 6d h a d
that goal.
Findley: Well, it was disbelief. | had visited Washington when | was in high school,
and | looked down from the gallery and thought how grand it must be to be a
part of this, (| augéarsakeib (pause)jlwasever bel

excited, but | had this problem with Lucille at the very same time. She was

very distraught. Menopause can be devastating, | think, and she was really,

heavily under that. But Lucille and | made a trip by ourselves to Washington,

after Election Day. We found a house we could rent, and she and | met with

Erland Ericksonwho was, by then, a Presbyterian preacher in Falls Church,

Virginia. She had known Erland, through my friendship with him, all through

our marriage. She had beertimihe Erickson family, and she liked them very

much. That helped greatly. In fact, Erickson reshuffled his own house to make
room for us to store some furniture th

DePue: Well congressman, that might be a good place fdo dimish today, unless
youdbve got one or two comments to cl os

Findley: | could recite the rest of my speech. (both laugh)

DePue: So, next time webo going to
talk about those early years :
in Congress, and Not just for=——silf
you. Those arechive years R
for the United States.
Youbve got t
and then, of
got the Johnson and the
Great Society and all the
things that he was doing,
plus foreign affairs.

Findley: Vietnam, start to finish, the &

wars. . . . o .
Moving to Washington, DC in 1961 in their 1955 Oldsmobile

. are (lr) Craig, Diane, Lucille and Paul Findley.
DePue: Yeah, sotaltefé ve y

terrain to cover next time.
Findley: |l téds mostly about war.

DePue: Thanks very much, Congressman.

Interview with Paul Findley
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# 1SA-L-2013002.03
Interview #3: February 8, 2013
Interviewer: Mark DePue

The following material can be used foreducational and other noacommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Co
materials are not to be deposited in other ngositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from the AudieVisual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, lllinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

Note to the Reader:Reades of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Friday, February 8, 2013. My name is Mark DePue, Director of Oral
History with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library. | am, once again, over
at the lllinois College campus in Jacksonville, lllinois, sitting across the table
from Congressman Findley. How are you tod@ygressman?

Findley: Fine, just fine.

DePue: Thisisourhi rd session. When we | eft off | a
gotten to Washington, D.C. Youdd won 't
challenge of finding a place to live and the challenges for the family. So, now
we can dive right into your freglan years as a congressman, that first term.

This was 1961, when you arrived, corre
start with is tell us about the House of Representatives in those days. How
would you describe it?

Findley: (pause) Well, I have alwaysi ewed it as the peopl eds |
the only place where our forefathers intended the officials of government to be
directly elected by the people. The Senate was chosen by the state legislatures,
the president by the Electoral College, bt House was by direct vote. |
knew | was a lucky guy, because so few people ever get to that place. And |
knew it was close to the center of power, not that | would be powerful, but the
institution that 1 would be in would have immense power, and alway/fidch
tonot always wutilized very well, but i

DePue: How were freshmen representatives expected to act?

70



Paul Findley Interview #1S-A-L-2013002

Findley: Sam Rayburn was Speaker of the House thete was kind of a crusty old
guy, but | got along with him great. In fatie died during my first year in the
House. He didndét give me advice. I di d
But , he told many new members of the F
along. o0 I n other words, dwthéldaderslipk e wayv

and draw your pay.

DePue: Did you follow that advice?
Findley: Never did, never did. (both laugh) | knew that it was very difficult to even get
one term in the House, and | had no r e

soon learned thamy district would be merged by a district representative, by
a very popular Democrat, so | figured | had to get everything done that | could
reasonably hope to during those first two years, and | behaved that way.

DePue: Wedbre going toctahlg aboetr oedi because
story about your election in 062. But
delegates wefe both in the House and the Serdatat that time, names that
would stick out to us today?

Findley: Dirksen was in th&enate® Les Arends was the venerable whip of the House
Republicang?® Charlie Halleck was the leader of the House Republitans.

Findley: Hall eck was from I ndiana. He and Dirks
and Charlie Showo f oeek. ltbédcemeneeywlosetme d i a,

Halleck early in the session, because he gave me the privilege of offering the
recommittal motion on the first major farm bill that Kennedy tried to get
through. By then he knew that | was going to face tough competition the nex
go around, so he gave me the break. | was on the House Ag Committee. | was
one of four Republicans appointed that year. We drew straws to see who
would occupy the first seat, and | got it. | was seated next to Bob*Didée.

got second.
DePue: He was a feshman that year, as well, then?
Findley: Yes. We sat together, sidig-side fo® | believed four years. It was a great

experience for me.

’Samuel T. Raybur n ( DhDistrietfromel91&10661.eH: wak elousmajdity ledéler u r t
19371940 and Housminority leader 1947949 and 1953955. He served apeaker of the House three

times: 19401947, 19491953, and 1959961.

28 Everett Dirksen (R) served asenator from lllings from 1951 to 1969. He had previously served as the
representative of the f6llinois District, from 1933 to 1949.

29 L eslie Arends represented the Seventeenth Illinois District from 1935 to 1973 and the Fifteenth lllinois
District from 1973 to 1974He was the Republicamhip from 1943 to 1974.

30 Charles Halleck represented the Second Indiana District from 1935 to 1969. He wasnHjouiteleader

from 1947 to 1949 and 1953 to 1955. He served as Hoimseity leader from 1959 to 1965.

31 Robert Dok represented the Sixth Kansas District from 1961 to 1963 and the First Kansas District from 1963
to 1969. He served assenator from Kansas from 1969 to 1996.
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DePue: You mentioned the Ag Committee. Was that a committee that you sought to
sit on?
Findley: Yes, | did. It was a gat benefit to me for several years. Agriculture was

focused in lllinois. Illinois was the preeminent agricultural producer, in my
bookd very diverse products, a strong tradition of leadership. Charlie Shuman
was head of the lllinois Farm Bureau and the Aocaa Farm Bureau

Federatiort? He was an lllinoisan and had held that position for a long time.
He was succeeded by Bill Kufus, who was also an Illinoisan. So, lllinoisan
people tended to dominate agriculture.

And it was a curiosity that, despite the ionfance of lllinois to
agriculture, nationally | was the only member of the House of Congress,
House or Senate, that was on an Ag Committee for several years. | was by
myself, so | was the one that a lot of reporters went to for comment about
items closed farmers. | would not have been sought out had there been two
or three others on the committee from lllinois or from the Senate. Nobody in
the Senate was on the Senate Ag Committee. So, | fell into opportunity just
because | was the only one.

DePue: Do you recall if there was anybody from lowa, because that was the other
state that, | think, we rivaled in the production of corn and soybeans, cattle,
hogs, et cetera.

Findley: Oh, yeah. Yeah, |l owa was always well r
venerabd member. (laughs) | wish | could recall his name. He always began
every speech on the House floor, with

That always preceded any other comment he had. (laughs) He was stuck on
that intro, and we kind of made fuit

DePue: My congressman, growing up, was H.R. Griss.

Findley: Oh, yes. H.R. was a powerhouse. He was theaggdbinted guardian of the
Constitution. He was always on his feet, challenging anyplace he could, what
was happening, demanding recorded sptaising questions, making
parl i amentary inquiries. He was agains
ever cast an affirmative vote, but he was a good influence. He became so
popular that, when he retirgoelieve it or notmembers of the Hou8e
Denocrat and Republican chipped in to buy him and his wife a free ticket
to Paris for a holiday. He was always criticizing people that went on junkets,
especially to Paris. (laughs)

32 Charles Shuman was a farmer from Sullivan, lllinois who earmea & t @degrée $rom the Uwersity of

lllinois, College of Agriculture in 1929. He served on the lllinois Agricultural Association Board as a member
from 1940 to 1945 and president from 1945 to 1954. He was president of the American Farm Bureau
Federation from 1954 to 1970. Sse oral history memoir at
http://library.uis.edu/archives/collections/oral/pdf/SHUMAN .pdf

33 Harold Royce Gross (R) represented the Third lowa District from1949 to 1975
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DePue: That it is interesting. | was from Waverly, lowa, and he was fromdis#rict.
The term | always recalll, with him, S
Findley: T h at 0;%he wasBgthhere was an interesting subset to that. We had what
was called an account, from which you could buy pencils and erasers and all
kKindsofst uf f. What was the name of i1t? We

sure. Anyhow, when he retired, he had a buildup of money in that account of
$25,000, which he was able to take as personal income. (both laugh) So, he
wasnot t oo f usysnithatanstancet t he tr easu

DePue: Getting back, | wondered what committee assignments you wanted when you
first got there.
Findley: Wel |, | 6m sure | asked for foreign aff
DePue: Which would have been one of the plum assignments, | assume.
Findley: | viewedit as one that | wanted, because | was determined to do all I could to

prevent war, a mild ambition. | had no trouble getting on it. | could have
moved off Ag to get it for my second term, but | chose not to do it that soon.
Later, I did vacate my Housegfseat for four years, but | was able, after four
years, to return to the Ag Committee and retain foreign affairs, too. So, | had
my two choice committees, eventually but not immediately.

DePue: Were you serving on any other committees that first term?

Findley: Early in my career | was on the Education and Labor Committee, headed by
Adam Clayton Poweff?

DePue: From New York, | believe.

Findley: Yes, thatdés right, from New York City.
under a rather large cloud.

DePue: Washe impeached, or what would the term be? | know there was an ethical
challenge.

Findley: | should remember, %ut | dondt. | Kknowv

34 Adam Clayton Powell represented the Twesgcond New York District from 1945 to 1953, the Sixteenth
New York from 1953 to 1963, and the Eighteenth New York from 1963 to 1971.

35 powell was namedhair of the Committee on Education and Labor in 1961, a poeditcheld until 1967.
However, personal problems began to cloud his Congressional service in the early 1960s. In 1963, Powell
refused to pay a slander judgment in New York. The case lasted several years and, in order to avoid arrest,
Powell appeared veigfrequently in his Harlem district. The House Democratic Caucus stripped him of his
chairmanship in 196and the full House called for a Judiciary Committee investigationcdimenittee
recommended censure, a fine, a loss of senjdmilythe House votkinstead to exclude him from the 90th
Congress (19671969). Powell was relected by hislistrict but refused to take his seat and spent most of the
term in the Bahamas. After his-etection in 1968, the House fined him and voted to deny him seniority.
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Findley: But | enjoyed my brief stint there, and | came to respect Powell. He was
always fair as a chairman. He wd@mineering; he ran the show, and he
welcomed opportunities to kind of grind in the dust, white people. He was a
black and proud of it. He had been kicked around a lot in early years, and all
his |ife, Il 6m sur e. But myonipusallsonal e
the way through. | came to admire him.

|l didndét stay on the committee very
also had a brief stint on the Government Operations Committee. | think | was
there the first time, when Nixon became president, anasltivere for several
terms. But, when the opportunity came along that | could have Agriculture
and Foreign Affairs, | dropped the others. In fact, being on more than one
committee is really not ideal. Everybody sought multiple appointments, and
they got tle m. But, the House would have beei
more disciplined on how many they passed out.

DePue: | assume the Democrats had the majority in the House when you got there.
Who was the minority leader at the time?

Findley: | think the firs one was a man name Dague, from Pennsylvanag-e 3°
Then, he retired voluntarily, and Page Belcher of Oklahoma became the senior
Republican. | got in hot water with hifh(laughs)

DePue: | want to go back to your first committee assignment in atjuiand ask
you specifically what your philosophy was, what policies you would want to
have pursued at the time.

Findley: My goal was to get government out of the management of farms, and | never
deviated from that. Even though | lost most of my campgigsithin the
committee | won quite a few. | got through an amendment to the Food Stamp
Act, which authorized a pilot study of converting it from welfare to workfare,
under which the people benefiting from food stamps would be required to
work off the vale of the stamps in some public service for the community or
the local government or the county government.

And San Diego, fortunately, was willing to have an experiment of that
type. | went to San Diego to observe how it was working and found it was
working great. People that were under that were finding jobs as a result of that
requirement of work. But, | also found that twords of the people eligible

Eventhough the Supreme Court ruled in 1969 that he had been unconstitutionally excluded from the 90th
Congresshi s constituents had app a.rHewas defeated inthe DemacfaticPowel | &
primary in 1970. See the United States HanfSRepresentatives discussion at
http://history.house.gov/People/Listing/P/POWE{Adam-Clayton; Jr--(P000477)/

3¢ paul Dague (R) represented the Ninth Pennsylvania District from 1947 to 1966.

37 Page Belcher (R) represented the Eighth Oklahoma Distriot @61 to 1953 and the First Oklahoma

District from 1953 to 1973.
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turned down food stamps, rather than work. So, they were very selective about

working.
DePue: What wasyour view about subsidies, then?
Findley: | opposed most of them. | thought the least offensive programs were the ones

that Farm Bureau supported, which was land retirement, taking land out of
production, but leaving the farmer free to do whatever heeglaiot do with

the remaining acres. Il didndot | ike the
And, by the way, that recommittal motion of mine prevailed by ten votes. It

was the first setback that Kennedy had on the Hill. Everything else went

through.
DePue Can you describe what you mean by recommittal vote and what the issue was?
Findley: Well, the last step in the process of the committee, of the whelech was

the whole membership of the Hodswas to have the option for the minority

to offer a motion tesend the whole thing back to committee, to do nothing

further, not to have a final vote on it. When the option came, the moment

came, the Republican leader had control of who made the motion, and he

chose me. It was a real break, because some of tha mestpreted that as a

great, stellar achievement on my part. All | did was to grab the opportunity

that Halleck gave me, but | looked good. (laughs) It created good press,

because most of my farmers, at that point, were pretty hostile to government

manag ment of commodities. Theydoll go al
interfere with what theyodére going to p

DePue: Did that mean that, if they had removed the subsidies for corn and soybeans,
et cetera, that they would have done fine, even lettiagnarket set the price
of these things?

Findley: | argued that. We never quite got to that point, because, | recall, a member of
the Ag Committed a very senior membérC| i f f ord, Clifford,
last name was Clifford. He was from Maine. He toldtive he had observed
that, if a farmer got a check from the treasury for $100 the first of January,
and then, he got another one the first of February, by then, he would feel that
he couldnét | ive without it, thsat he ¢
And thatdés what déds happened to them, si

| really had pretty good results in my endeavors. One of them was to
try to limit the total number of dollars that any farmer could get in the way of
payment for compliance with food controéd generally pegged the amount
at $5,000, which was pretty skimpy. Several of my amendments, at $20,000,
did sail through, but farmers have the great skill at bypassing limitations like
that. All they had to do was split up the farm into two parts tbaetheir wife
owned, the other one that they owned. (laughs) Therefore, they could get part
of the limitation laws for each of them.
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DePue: How did that work? If they got a payment from the government, they were
setting aside some of their land, not towg corn or soybeans?

Findley: No, they were getting paid for complying with the regulations. They would
have to get permission from the government on what they planted, how much
they devoted to corn or to wheat or other commodities.

DePue: Then, they cod use that land for something else?
Findley: Some other purpose, sure, and they did. Now, they get enormous sums every
year . ltdéds just a scandal. But it is s

dondt get the attention they once did.

DePue: How wdl did you know Charles Shuman?

Findley: Well, in candor, | never heard of him before | got elected. But, he took a great
interest in my role as the only one from lllinois on the Hill dealing with the
committee. When | wrote a book calléithe Federal Farnfable,i n 0 6 8, he

wrote the introduction to it.

| had a very, very able guy named Steven Jones. He was my assistant
on two different periods of time in my tenuf&This was in the early days of
my first term with Steve as my assistant. And he had adfrfierm college
days, a woman that he thought would probably put together the text of a book,
which she did. | gave her a little guidance here and there. But, each chapter
was headed by an Aesop Fable, andTée, Federal Farm Fableas the title
of the bod. A very conservative publishing organization published it. They
printed two thousand copies. They al/l
my first success at book publishing.

| have to thank Steve Jones for putting the pieces together. What he
did was to collect all the articles | had written. | would write weekly articles
for my home district about agriculture, and this woman was able to pick parts
of those together. It required very little original composition.

DePue: Now, getting back to Shumdncomr e ct me idfbutlhy m wr ong
understanding is, he was pretty high profile. And again, he was the American
Farm Bureau president.

Findley: Yes, he was president of the American Farm Bureau Federation and very
popular. He was very conservative. He may hawnlzebit more conservative
than | was, not much. (laughs)

38 Stephen Jones (1940 s er v e d adnunistFativeaskistenyfitorm 1966 to 1969. A lawyer in
Oklahoma, Jones also served as an assistant to Richard Nixon (1964), a memberSofiéiedation to

NATO (1968), andudge of Temporary Division, Oklahoma Court of Appeals (1982). Jones was the lead
defense lawyer for Timothy McVeigh during his trial for the 1995 Oklahoma City bombings.
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I 61 | make a rare plug here. I have int
extensively about her dad. That was Janet Roney.

l sné6t that iIinteresting. Heds not alive
Right.

But he really resisted any commodity programs, as | did. But, when Bill Kufus
became the president of the lllinois Farm Bureau, the farmers were getting

envious of people that got checks from the treasury every month. (laughs)

And little by little,t hey fel |l 1 nto the trap. Theyo
organization now. (laughs)

One of the things from reading your biography that surprised me: | guess |
wasnodot aware that we were in the busin
countrieseven in the early sixties.

Yeah, I had some highly publicized t an
Johnsondés] administration. The war in
we should have every possible backup for the troops, so we get theldhiag

And we shouldndét trade with the enemy.
the enemy if we could avoid it. There were many occasions when LBJ
wantedél canodt think of the name of th
secretary of state. Dean Rusk wageggy of state, but this fellow was his

deputy?®

Was it Brzezinski?
No.
That was much later.

Brzezinski was another good friend of mine, that we shared many common
views?®l 6ve got an autographed copy of hi

One of the things you did talk about quite a bit in the book was sugar quotas.
What was your view about sugar quotas? What were the politics there?

[ laughs] Oh, thatoés where | really got
House Ag Committee andlith Page Belcher. The quota system reserved the
benefit of the sugarélLet me put it t
and marketed commodity. I donét thin
right to produce and market sugar to certain Caribbeantdes, mostly, and

to some American growers of beet sugar, as well as they had cane sugar in

hi
k

39 Dean Rusk (1909994) wassecretary oftate fo presidents John Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson from 1961

to 1969.

40 Zhigniew Brzezinski (1928) wasnationalsecurityadvisor under President Jimmy Carter from 1977 to

1981.
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Florida. But the domestic part of the operation was fairly small compared to
the total of the sugar production from foreign countries. It involved a lot of
money. The lobbyists for these countries were very active. They often testified
before the committee. And the only dispute they ever had was from me.
(laughs) | would ask the wrong questions.

| remember the day | asked one of the lobbyists what his fee for

|l obbying was. How much did he get to r
representing? Harold Cooley banged the
of oftderwoul dndét |l et me renew my reque

greatly, but it made me curious abgugt how big it was, the lobbying fee.
So, was this |ike the camelds nose und

That 6s right. (laughs) So, I went to w
got the answers. | wrote an article that was published iRthea d Bigest s

Sugar: a Sticky Issue in Washingtaras the title, | believe. It was really quite

an experience to work with the editors of idigest because every word had

to be picked apart so that it conveyed exactly the truth.

So this article was publishednd it recorded my controversies with
Cooley. This caused him a lot of bad publicity, and he was defeated the next
ti me. So, Il didndét win any friends on
the Republican side, because | left the implicatioleast, that members of
Congress were getting support from | ob
sure that was true. | &m sure Cooley go
criticism just at Democrats. Page Belcher felt that | had sort of accuseaf hi
being in the rain, and he caused me all kinds of trouble. I finally got off the
committee. | got on foreign affairs.

| wanted to get back on Ag, too. And, after a little bit of skirmishing, |
told Belcher. He was the senior Republican on the comenitteld him that |
would gladly give him an undated letter of resignation from the Ag
Committee if he would let me be reappointed. He finally relented, and | went
back on the committee. We had a kind of a chilly relationship, but he put up
with me.

When you got off, and then on again, t
junior member of the committee?

| was, but a lot of changes occurred in the next few years, and | was at least
halfway up on the list.

Il n Congressantt;hatsonsd ti mpto?r t

41 Harold Cooley (18971974) (D) represented the Fourth Congressional DistricooiNCarolina from 1934

to 1967.
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Findley: It certainly is, for a lot of reasons. For example, the chair will always
recognize members to speak or ask questions based on the chair they occupy.
It was never a big problem for me. But | created a lot of controversies over
trading with the enemy during the Vietnam War. | objected to contracts that
provided a discount on wheat purchases by the Soviet Union. The House
stayed in session until Christmas Eve one year (laughs), just dealing with an
amendment that | had been able toiget the consideration of the committee,
of the whole.

The Findley amendments quite often carried, because people like to
vote against communists (both laugh). And, as communist Russia was getting

di scounts, | didndot t bhyUsSkwheahaadpricehey s h
cheaper than millers here in this country. | generally prevailed, but that
Christmas Eve settlementé | think, the

Halleck, said the time had come to get it settled. So, he agreed on letting the
president ignore the Findley Amendment if he deemed it in the overall interest
of the nation.

DePue: When something |ike that occurs, and w
discount, does that mean the U.S. treasury is picking up the difference? How
does hat work?

Findley: At that time, the government ownership of grain was enormous. It remained
on the farm in silos or big buildings.

DePue: But theyodére purchasing the grain in or
extent?

Findley: Yeah, thatoés right.

DeRue: Okay. Did you have a relationship with Secretary of Agriculture Orville

Freeman, as well? (Findley laughs) And, was he Kennedy or Johnson or both?

Findley: Orville Freeman was appointed by Kennééie stayed through Johnson, |
believe. He called me pliclyd on one occasiaghiit he hat chet man
Republican Party. o (both |l augh)

A man ran against me, nominated by the Democrats. | think | was up
for my third term, and he came with Orville Freeman to Springfield, lllinois
for a breakfast meeting with tmews media. | knew he was in town, and |
found out he was in the hotel. |l thoug
He was dealing with the press at the time, and it infuriated Orville Freeman
that | burst in on his effort to support this Democigdiast me. He was still
pawing the earth when he got to Quincy, lllinois, because he somehow found
a typewriter and wrote me a letter, (laughs) a furious complaint about my

42 Orville Freeman (191:2003) wassecretary ofgriculture under Presidents John Kennedy and Lyndon
Johnson from 1961 to 1969
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behavior. And | put t he TheBederalddrmt hat |
Fable, the text of it. Later on, | got along with Orville okay. (laughs)

DePue: But it sounds, at that ti me, i ke 1t d
letter.

Findley: No, it didnot. |l got good headlines ou

DePue: | wanted to ask you abba couple other things that | think you started to put

your mark on the wall, in terms of a freshman legislator, of those early years.
One of them was, dealt with postal service for newspapers.

Findley: The newspapers had the longstanding privilege ofetahg their newspapers
by postal service, without charge, in the county of publication. For most of
them, that was about their whole list. There were three freshmen Republicans
elected to the House. | think it was the first term. One was Charles Mosher,
M-o-s-h-e-r, of Ohio#3 The other was also from Ohio, the very
ultraconservative guy. What was his name? He ran for president. [Findley is
referring to John Ashbroo¥|Mosher, Ashbrook and | all agreed that that was
an unwarranted benefit to newspapers,a@l di dndot have any pl
the newspaper owners. | think some of them grumbled a bit. They kind of
liked it the way it was, but that was a major advance. That was, | think, very
progressive.

DePue: l 6m surprised you wer enali§t buddies sagimbat ed by
AWhat are you doing? Youdbre a traitor

Findley: Wel | , | dondt think | really had a sin
DePue: How about Food for Peace? What was it, and what was your involvement with

it?
Findley: (pawse) We were providing food aid to Yugoslavia, who was also providing

food aid to North Vietham. That was a big showdown | had with the State
Department. Dean Rusk was not directly involved. It was this Polish fellow.
(laughs) Entirely on his own, he invitene to lunch in the State Department.

He thought wining and dining would do the job. All he had to do was to
explain some of the higher elements of foreign policy and why we had to give
aid to Yugoslavia. (laughs) Even though it was a dictatorship adhdravith

the enemy, he thought that should be unimpaired.

| accepted the lunch. | always enjoyed having lunch at the State
Department. Midway through luncflaughs) one of his staff came in the
room and handed a document to him. It was a statememhyhstiaff had put

43 Charles Mosher (1906984) (R) represented the Thirteenth Ohio District from 1961 to 1977.
44 John Ashbrook (1928982) (R) represented the Seventeenth Ohio District from 1961 to 1982. In 1972,
Ashbrook ran against President Richard Nixon in the New Hampshire, Florida and California primaries.

80



Paul Findley Interview #1S-A-L-2013002

out several days earlier, in which they explained my total opposition to the

position the secretary was trying to sell me on. He was furious. He got red in

the face. Letds seeéWe didndét get dess
d i daven bother with a cup of coffee. He was outraged. He thought that |

had planted that, just to embarrass Hinembarrassed him, and maybe

somebody planted it, but he should have had that article called to his attention
before he invited me, because itsadated several days earlier.

(laughs) | had lots of support from columnists, commentators, Drew
Pearson, for most of my activitiésThere was one time | got a lot of
publicity in theNew York Time®r my complaint over the quality of some
cannon from Swtzerland or from Germany that the Defense Department
bought to be operational on tanks. I finally convinced them that the gun was
faulty, based on information thaiGhicago Daily Newseporter kept feeding
me. They made a minor purchase of a few gurdstleet was the end of it. So,
it was a complete victory on my part.

DePue: | wanted to ask you a few questions then about the John F. Kennedy domestic
agenda, and then wedll turn to foreign
the high profile ones. e space program.

Findley: | believe | voted against everything. (laughs) My voting record the first two
years in the House showedéWell, one of
Joe Patterson Smith, said to his friends that | was a Neanderthal, and | was
(both laugh) Iwasth er e6s no doubt about it.

DePue: What was your opposition to the space program?

Findley: Money, cost. We had a little deficit, nothing like today.

DePue: How about the Peace Corp?

Findley: | voted against it.

DePue: Because?

Findley: Well, it was another additional expenditure. | voted against Medicare. My

opponent, Pete Mackthe veteran popular representative from the adjoining
district who had to run against me, ran a{pafe ad several times. He listed
all the things that | hadoted against, and it was accurate.

45 Drew Pearson (1897969) was a welknown journalishoted for his syndicated colummWa s hi ngt on
Merry-Go-Roundd and hi s NB,Orew Redrson Cojmmentg.r a m

46 peter Mack (191:4986) (D) represented the Twefinst lllinois District from 1949 to 1963. Redistricting in
1961 forced Mack to run againgindley in the newly reconstituted Twentieth District.
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| 6ve got the quote here, fAFindley vot e
security, rural electrification, college aid, healthcare, education, welfare,
educational television and higher mini
(laughs) 1todés true. My campaign was on

the private citizens as much as possible and freeing the central government

from the authority. | changed my mind later on, quite quickly, but that was my
philosophy of mycampalg. That 6s the way | voted a
Despite that totally negative voting record, | beat Pete Mack. | think | was the

only one in the state that thought | had chance to win, but | beat him.

How about your opposition to educational telemi® Was it just a fiscal
reason or some philosophical reasons, as well?

Wel | , | didndt think the federal gover
network.

Il s that one of the views that youbve <c

Oh, you bet. BS is about the only thing | watch on television now. (DePue
laughs)

How about opposition to raising the minimum wage?

| thought it would be inflationary and impose hardship on some people who
had limited ability and no chance to get a @hhat higher rate. | felt it was
harmful to the individual seeking employment, as well as a burden on
business.

Have you changed your views on minimum wage?
Yes, | sure have. | think we ought to raise it again.

Well, just within tre last couple days, Governor Pat Quinn said he wanted to
raise itto$10i n t he state of 11l linois, which
somewhere in th&8 range.

|l think ités a good idea.

Youdbve mentioned a coupdrtantracetheeyou al r e ad
had in 1962. (Findley Il aughs) 1 6ve got
started with, and you were in the

| was in the twentieth and the new district was still called the twentieth, but |
think the twentysecond was etiinated.

Tell us more about that redistricting, how it was done, and what was the
impact on you?
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Findley: | was a freshman member. | was, | think, pretty well supported by the state
party. Actually, | had little protest from anybody about my votegord. It
was not an unpopular position | took, but it was a poorly informed one.

DePue: Were you making those votes primarily with an eye towards reelection, or was
that how you really felt during that first term?

Findley: Both. | thought | would standy my position in the campaign, and | believed
in it. But, there were a lot of factors that changed my view. For example, |
thought, Why not leave the question of civil rights to the states? | was content
with that. But a friend of mine, here in Jacksolevitook a Boy Scout troop to
southern states one day and reported their experience. They would stop at a
gas station. There would be a toilet for whites, a toilet for blacks, and that
puzzled the Scouts. They coulhdyn 6t unde
werenodét wused to it up here. That got n

| think one of my first major changes in my attitude on what the
federal government should be doing was civil rights. And | never deviated
from that. | bucked Jerry Ford on the first civil right¢a&’ He announced
that he was going to vote against it, and he did. | had the temerity to write a
letter to all the Republicans in the House and circulate it, arguing that, being
the party of Lincoln, we had no choice. We had to support civil rights
legislation, and quite a number of Republicans voted for it. But Gerald Ford
did not. But, he voted for all the rest of them.

DePue: So, this was one of the provisions of the civil rights legislation.

Findley: Yes. This was on open occupancy housing, | believe.

DePue: That 6s a few years from where we are w
Findley: Yes. Yes, thatods true. It was 064 that
DePue: Okay, so |l etdéds go back to that electio

Mack, because he was in theighboring distriad | guess it was the 215t
and that included Sangamon County.

Findley: It sure did. | welcomed Sangamon County for a lot of reasons.
DePue: So, the redistricting put that into y@ur
Findley: Oh, yes. And really, he had been an immenpejyular guy. He had seniority.

He was on theénot the Appropriations C
important committees and very prominéhHis work was covered in tHdew

47 Prior to becoming the thirg i ght h presi dent of the Un2006¢d States, G
represented Fifth Michigan District from 1949 to 1973, serving as Huoirswity leader from 196%0 1973.
48 Mack served on the House Commerce Committee.
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York Timegyuite a bit. He flew a private plane around the world. He was a
pilot. That was his idea of a peace initiative, and he got a lot of press, good
press, for that. He also took fifty or sixty underprivileged kids to Washington
for a tour every year. Unions paid

I coul dnbddy thdt was dpposead yo him (both laugh), so |
knew it was an uphill battle. But, | had already developed a pretty fair party
structure of my own, not in every precinct, but in probably a third of them at
least, there was somebody that was my guy fomgettut the vote. Another
one would be my guy to raise money for the campaign, because then, all the
money in the campaign came from the district, as it should. Now, none of it
comes from there, very little of it. | worked hard. (sighs) | defended my
Neancerthal position effectively. (laughs) | guess there were a lot of
Neanderthals in the district at the time, and | had a comfortable margin when |
beat him.

| wanted to talk about a couple of the things thatyoddid dondét t hi nk

for this campand but things that you did to be a successful politician, to get
your name out there, to raise money, et cetera. One of the things you talked
about were the buffalo barbeques. Tell us about that.

(laughs) That was a novelty. That was a partofong/2 campai gn.
where it started. Someone in my team had had the experience of eating a
buffalo barbequed sandwich someplace out west. So, it struck my campaign

leaders as a novel idea that would be very popular. We were able to arrange to

serve buffh o bar beque at the fairgrounds
on. It just happens to be the fairgrounds.

That 6s the Sangamon County Fair.

Yes. Some of my campaigners went to Kansas and were able to buy a buffalo
to serve. | believe wkad two thousand people that showed up just to get the
buffalo barbeque, and | met every one of them. (laughs) They enjoyed it. |
believe | got word that the buffalo was getting short, so they had to substitute
a little bit of beef, but nobody cared. (bdélgh)

Was it ground buffalo?

Yes. I think therebs still probably s
they raise buffalo for meat. We bought a whole buffalo and made use of it.

We had buffalo barbeques from then on, all year, anddtey crowds. |

think we charged a buck apiece.

Was it just New Berlin or around the district?

That 6s what | meant to say. I Kknow we

Quincy and Pittsfield and Jacksonville.
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So, it was one of those ndvlings that got you some good publicity, and
people turn out for it, huh?

(laughs) Yeah, thatodés right. It got pu

Another one that you talked about quite a bit, | think, also probably pretty
novel, were the trail rides.

They did not start wunt.i |-seved thighbltewen i n o
been the first trail ride. At that time, an attorney in Springfield, named
HarlingtonWood, Jr., had been appointed district attorney by lke, and he

stayed orf® He loved lorses. Now, whether it was originally his idea to have

the Findley trail ride, 1 0m not real s
made his office the headquarters for planning. He took part in the first trail

rides, but, when he became a federal
judge,he felt he shou
huge success. We
campaign years. We had it every year fof e
| think, sixteen years straight. ey

A
What was the trail ride? How would you
describe it?

The horses and riders would gather
Friday night, sometimes up to midnight,
bringing their trailers in from all over, not
just from my district. Some of them came from Chicago, from Missouri and

all over. We had a reunion of the Findley trail riders a year ago the last day of

June last yea012. | have a history of them written by one of the surviving

| eader s. I dondt have it with me. 't cC
them. It was one of the most effective campaign projects that ever happened, |

think. Yet, | have not found it oy done anyplace else. | suggested it to a

number of candidates in Illinois.

One of the Findley Trail Rides.

| assume that it wasnét just having al
horses, but an actual ride?

Oh, yeah. They gathered Friday night. Saturday morning we would head out
with a ride about 8:00, maybe 7:30, and ride, | believe, about ten miles, have a
catered lunch by Hamiltons. The young man who now owns the Hamilton
catering service and owns a@ibuilding here in Jacksonville, has developed

a nice business for receptions and dinners, service clubs and all that. He was
eleven years old when his dad agreed to cater the Findley trail rides. He

49 Harlington Wood, Jr. (1920008) was appointed U.8&ttorney for the lllinois Southern District in 1958 and
assistantttorneygeneral for the Civil Division of the U.S. Department of Justicedii2l He participated in

the cases involving Native American protests at Alcatraz Island {1989) and Wounded Knee, South Dakota
(1973). He wagudge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit from 1976 to 2008.
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helped on every one of them for sixteen years. So, lmdvap at the age of
twentys even, when we had the | ast one. (1

It involved a lot of people. There were at least twenty people who
considered themselves trail bosses. They were the ones who kept order and
made sur e t huaeningorany lsad liehavia onythe trail rides. The
morning session was, | think, a little bit longer than the afternoon session on
the Saturday. Then, we had a program at night. We would have a guest
speaker, a performer and a lot of fun, maybe squarera And Sunday
morning, we would have a brief ride, about two hours, maybe three. Before
they would take off wedd have a minist
the whinnies. (both laugh) We had Monsignor Driscoll, here in Jacksonville,
performed, gavéhe message. The sermons were very brief. We were in the
saddle by the time we had the service. (laughs)

But you know, all of that was fun for the people that came. They love
horses. They like to be with other people that like horses. And here, they had
two full days of it. We would wrap it up, with a catered Sunday dinner of fried
chicken on the trail at noon, and that was the end. Then, the people headed for
home. We went from one county seat to another. We had two of them in
Pittsfield, maybe three.lodn 6t t hi nk we duplicated an
to get to every county in the district.

Did you have Lucille and the kids go with you?

My wi fe actually got on a horse one ye
an English saddle, had ting to hold onto. (both laugh) But she was a good

sport and got saddled in. One year, they gave me that saddle as a gift. It had
been made to order, made to fit. l 6m s
chipped in to buy it.

We 61 | g e tf that, pephaps. (Findley lawghs) How about the kids?
Oh, Diane loved horses. She was on every trail ride, all sixteen.

Did they otherwise help out with Dadds

Not much. Well, Di ane wa scarmopaigns.®vé t he F
involved an awful lot of people in those early campaigns. A lady in Pittsfield
organized an essay contest. There wasn

in the grade school level writing just a little, brief comment of why | ought to

be reelected. (laughs) The newspapers would publish those little items, and

that created a lot of good conversation. Mary Tedrfavh e 6 s &8 shel | al i
handled the essay contest.

Wel | , |l istening to these st ckthises, I 61 1
many times in the interview, but, do you think the nature of these
congressional campaigns has changed, since those days?
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|t has, definitely. Whet her it shoul d
puzzled, to this day, as to why somebedy se di dnot pick up t
because it worked so beautifully for me. Maybe it was the lack of anybody

like Harlington Wood, who had resources, had a love of horses, a strong
Republican. He occupied a veradofseni or
the civil division of the Department of Justice. And, by the way, he later on

was invited by Jimmy Carter to head the FBI. When he had the interview with

Carter, he went back to talk to his ailing mother, and she begged him not to

take it. Shewasafai d hedéd be killed. So, he seil

That 6s interesting. Getting back to th
il ssues, the quote that | read about al
wondering if social issues, in those dagiger came up in the campaigns. The

one that | would think of, at the time, would be abortion, for example.

Every year. | could count on it every year. | never agreed to sponsor a

Constitutional amendment. | took the view that | had never reconedear

abortion to anybody and doubted that | ever would. But | felt it was such an

intimate, personal, family problem that no Constitutional amendment could be
phrased that would really meet all such circumstances and that we were better

off to leave it tathe Supreme Court and the judgments they made. | did

oppose federal involvement in that 1iss

Was that a strong issue or just one of the minor ones, during those campaigns?

It was always a vexing issue, aihdtill is. | pity anybody running for office

t hat has to deal with it. I still have
| awyer that | 6ve dlbheocgh the mad and thecemaiin e d wi t
Canada is Catholic and has made a lifelong stdidyortion as a political

issue. He said that, if we would simply return to the traditions of the British

common law and its treatment of abortion, the issue would go away. But |
havenodét tried to elevate that issue to

Wh a t opesitibnhifeyou can paraphrase?

The common law provided that abortion would never be a felony. It would

always be considered a wrong, a misdemeanor, but never punished by jail

time or otherwise. According to this lawyer, John Graham, he saidotret

the centuries of two or three hundred years, the British common law treatment

of abortion had never become controversial. They accepted the punishment

| evied under the common | aw. 't didnot
wrong, but not a felny, never a felony.

John Graham had some correspondence with John Paul, the former
Pope, who is now a saint. Letters that John Paul sent to Graham on this
subject leads Graham to believe that he would feel comfortable with a return
of the common law @ctice. Boy, it would be such a blessing for our political
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endeavors to have that out of contention. | think the common law approach is
perfect for it, but | never heard of it when | was in Congress. | was frequently
parade® had protestors carry bannersiasigns calling me a baby killer and

things likethab because | simply didndét want th
regulate it.

DePue: At the time you were sitting in Congress, it was up to each one of the states to
determine what the laws were.

Findley: twas, but theéwhat was the great <case,

DePue: Roe v. Wade was 1973.

Findley: Yeah, but | was still in office. The national campaigns over abortion started

before that, probably started long before Roe v. Wade got to the court. But it
became veryntense once Roe v. Wade was the law of the land. | could count
on visits every year with flowers and all that stuff, and | could count on
protests. Many of my supporters were ardent Catholics and opposed to
abortion. To my amazement, they stayed with fey thought my position

was not bad.

DePue: Is that to say that you agreed fundamentally with the decision that came out of
the Supreme Court that year?

Findley: I did. I did. I said I felt that the ¢
said thecourt may have a different view later on, but we ought to leave it to
the court.

DePue: Certainly, part of the challenge at that time was, where did the court find

anything in the Constitution to make its finding?
Findley: | forget t he tmhembeses. |l just dono

DePue: It ended up being an issue of privacy, which is not one of the Bill of Rights,
but it was something that had been a decision before.

Findley: Yes.

DePue: And it was based on that decision.

Findley: Yeah.

DePue: Okay, going back toothérs sues, and wedve | aid out
youd

Findley: |l didndét try to make abortion an issue

regretted when protests did occur, and sometimes it was very, very fervent.
Who is this woman in Alton?
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Phyllis Schiafly.

Yeah. (laughs) | must say, she could have caused me all kinds of problems. |
dondt believe there was ever a day whe
just left me alone.

But Alton is in your district, isnot i
Oh, yes. It was for ten years.

Wel | , hereds my second plug, congressn
Schlafly.

You have?

Yes, | have. (Findley laughs)

Sheds still alive, 1 guess.
Oh, yeah, yeah.

The Eagle Forum.

Correct. Okay, going back to these oth
against, what was your counter, as far as Mack was concerned? What stuck
out in the -Wway kMavak. di Two

(laughs) Yeah. | suppose | shduh 6t be t oo proud of that
ground a few times, as | did. | think | got fi&pringfield] Journal Registeto
publish a comment and a direct quotat:i
fence so many times that he must have tornagoodmpany r s of t r ouse
(both laugh)

Did you have the support of newspapers, endorsing your campaign?
Yes.
More so than Mack did?

Oh, yes. Thatodéds where | did have a pro
become acquainted with timein press meetings every year when | was

running the paper in Pittsfield. | always called on the newspaper person

whenever | visited a town. | had a very firm policy on that.

|l 6m |l ooking at your congressiamlal di st
know you knew him, because webve ment i
who is also a newspaper editor. Would he have come out in endorsing your
campaign? | would think not.
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There was a time when | was almost certain that my district would be

combined with his, and | talked with Paul about it. We had mutual respect. |
actually looked forward to that happening. | thought a series of debates would
be edifying for the district, and | felt sure that Paul would keep them on a

good level. The way hangled with Chuck Percy later on made me later

wonder if he would have. (laughs) But, at that point, | thought this would be

kind of fun to run against Paul SiméhHe 6 d been | i eutenant

Well , that <came | at eliwouldfdvathougbtdewes i n
still in the lllinois House at the time.

(

h

That 6s right . He ran for governor | at e

He got defeated in the 672 primary b
lieutenantgovermr f or ét hat would have been f

The offices were not paired together, governor and lieutenant governor, then.
They managed to fix that in the 1970 lllinois Constitution.

Yeah. (both laugh)

Ok avy, | etod sy oguert Ob6a2c kc aampai gn. Ther eds

you, Congressman. How satisfying was it for you to win?

(pauses) | really think | was confident of winning, but | was overjoyed. | felt |
had bested one of the real stalwarts of the Demaodeatity in Pete Mack. He

(0

just didndét have any enemies. Hedd bee

was riding high. I think he thought he had an easy win. I think he probably
wasnodét serious about my chall enge. I
Chamber during the previous term. This made me one of the promising

figures in downstate lllinois. | think | could have gotten the nomination for
governor or senator had | worked for

Is that because you were comfortable asrgressman?

Yes. Asenatorc a n 6t  main&is a dlokeyrelationship with much of his

district. And | had a good relationshi

supporters changed, but they stayed with me. Dropouts were almost unknown.
They had fu. We tried to make every campaign fun, and we did.

That 6s why | was aski

ng the ques
changed, because you do et t

on
nét g t

t i
h a

50 paul Simon (D) (1922003) ®rved as an lllinois state representative from 1955 to 1963 and an lllinois state
senator from 1963 to 1968. He wasutenanigovernor of lllinois from 1969 to 1973. He represented the
Twenty-fourth lllinois District in the House of Representatives frd®@3 to 1983 and the Twensgcond

lllinois District from 1983 to 1985. He was a Usenator from 1985 to 1996.
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Findley: |l tdéds sad. Even after | gkimgacressthet e d, I
aisle. | had lots of Democratic friends, and many of them supported me a lot.
It was really a joy to serve. |  woul dn
speaker. | was never in the majority, so | never knew a Republican speaker.
(laugh But | wouldnot fit at all.

DePue: Let 6s turn the page here and ask you a

policies. You came in at the same time the president did.

Findley: Yeah.
DePue: The first thing that he stubbed his toe seriously on was the Bagef
Findley: | remember being at a reception with a couple hundred other people, and | had

a chance for just a brief few words with Kennedy. | had taken a survey of
district opinion about engaging Cuba. | told Kennedy that, if he decided on
taking sterrmeasures with Cuba, that | was sure he would have a lot of
support in my district, and | think he would have. He listened, and he was very
polite, but said nothing.

DePue: So, this is before the Bay of Pigs.
Findley: Yeah.
DePue: Well, it all fell apart ery quickly, in part because it was something that was

on the books in the Eisenhower administration. And he went ahead and
executed it, but not with any kind of firm backing, | think it would be fair to
say.

Findley: It was a terrible misstep by Kennedbyt he quickly overcame that difficulty.
He handled Khrushchev beautifully. He avoided a war, and that could have
been a major conflict.

DePue: Let me bring that wup, because y
0

udbre ob
Mi ssile Crisis, &*hi ch was Oct r

0
be of O
DePue: | think about a year after the Bay of Pigs.

Findley: That 6s right.

DePue: And, of course, thatdés all triggered ©b
emplacing missiles into Cuba.

Findley: | was not privy to what was happening in the White House.d on 6t r ecal |
sensed that we were on the edge of the cliff and might be in a terrible
exchange of nuclear weapons, but we we

Kennedys, Bobby and Jack, | think, talked it out with Dean Rusk and came up
with a goodanswer. They had two letters from Khrushchev, one, very fiery
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and one, more moderate. They chose to ignore the fiery letter and respond to

the moderate one. They made a deal und
Cuba, and they would pull our missilest of Turkey. | wondered if that was

too good of a bargain to give them, but | guess the Jupitetfsink they were

called® were not a very essential part of our nuclear weapons. As | look back

on it, it was one of the great triumphs of diplomacy.

The worl dbds never been closer to that

| believe that. Ike said that we were staring in the possibility, the real
possibility, of a bomb that would wreak havoc over entire North America.

As a congressman ataitime, did you feel the immense pressure, the tension
of those days?

[ did not. I did no
|

|l 6m gl ad we had
handl ed it, t oo. t h

t
dono know. But e

One of the other issues ththe Kennedydministration was facilpa n d i t
going to be the overwhelming issue after Johnsongétsis A mer i c a
growing involvement in Southeast Asia, especially South Vietnam.

o O

S
S

We had a treaty arrangement that | had some familiarity witATSE
Southeast Asia Treaty Organization.

I didndét understand Ho Chi Minh and hi
people in Washington did, either. We could have avoided that war and should

have. Kennedy sent about 2,000 troops thetended to be just training

personnel.

Advisors.
Advisors, thatoés it. That was a mistak
general. The name David comes to mind,

prominent generals of that time suggested, thatead of getting involved in

the interior of Vietnam, just hold onto some enclaves on the coast, maintain

them, protect them and use them as bargaining chips later on, but not get into

maj or conflict. | wish | chewdydhet hi nk o
sent me a letter of support when | organized the trip to Paris to investigate the
disarray of NATO and the problem with France. But, had his advice been

taken, that whole war could have been avoided. We should have understood

that Ho Chi Minh wa a nationalist, more than a communist. | think Tito was

too.

But did you see it that way in 1962 and 19637
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Findley: Well, there was a stage. Whowasthe mber ha
great general, the Air Force general?

DePue: Curtis LeMay?

Findley: Yeah. | was in a little room with Curtis LeMay, and he talked about bombing
North Vietnam back to the stone ages. | thought that, maybe if we would
really rally the country and get the full force of America, which was certainly
substantial, we couldr evai | . But , | 6m gl ad that C
call the shots.

DePue: Was this an issue at all in your 1962 campaign?
Findley: |l dondt believe so. | canodét recall it.
DePue: It certainly became one by 0664.6vBut I

got one more question to ask you about
inevitable question about his assassination, November 22, 1963. Remember

that day?

Findley: It was an awful day. | sure do. | was on Capitol Hill, in the office of a New
York Republican whose name slips my mind, but, when | heard one of the
staffers report his killing, assassina

pick up the reins as well as he had handled them. | thought LBJ was kind of a
pedestrian politician, whereashiought Kennedy really had a vision for the
country. | came to admire Kennedy immensely, during his hundred days, or
thousand days, so his death was a great personal loss.

DePue: Did you feel the emotional pain that others felt at the time, or was it ofi@re
political calculation, as youdbve descr
Findley: | guess it was more of a political calculation. | still was not fully informed

about the crisis we had gone through.
DePue: You mean the Cuban Missile Crisis.

Findley: Yeah. And | had no ideabout the showdown that Kennedy was trying to
have with the Israelis at that very time. In fact, | just plain had no interest in
the Middle East. But | attended all of the very somber events in the White
House and the cathedral and elsewhere.

Your Congessman, H.R. Gross, complained when he heard that there
would be a permanent flame burning at public expense over the grave. Do you
remember that? I tds a wonder he ever g
highly entertaining to the people back homeerhember one day, he was
complaining about daylight time, as if that affected the behavior of farmers,
which is doesnoét . But he said, AThis n
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soybean fields, with gunny cloth, bang
really funny.
Ok avy, I want to finish off today with

office, is going to have to get reelected pretty soon. But, | wanted to finish off

today with a discussion about the many initiatives he took, the Great Society
programs in the Civil Rights Movement .
outside the administration and what had been going on in the country from the

| ate 650s t hr o uybgadicallyaneovementlddpy MaBir0 s a nd
Luther King. What are you feiabs about all of that?

| felt 1 should be a part of it. And ddy day, | just felt | was in the wrong

place, staying on the Hill. | had great sympathy for the blacks. | had an
incident with the FBI over that, which irritated me greatly. WhentMar

Luther King died, | immediately recommended that we set aside the rules at
Arlington and permit him to be buried there. | got a lot of press. Back home, it
was not a popular idea. My staff leaddrthink it was Bob Wischer at the

timed h e s a i dited yodr tisirict asunathing else had. It was all against
you. 0O

What was his last name?
Oh, |l &m not sur e. Let s see.
Bobd

Bob Wri-s-c-h-e-r, pronounced Wixor. He was there. He was recommended to
me by Steven Jones, who latame aboard. Oh, it was Don Marshall who
made that comment. Don was a professor at Western lllinois Univetisity

was on my staff for a whole year, then he went back to the university. | think
he was the one that made that comment. | knew that fromlamrnspof my

wife. She liked to criticize Martin Luther King for his womanizing, but | saw
greatness in him, myself.

Kennedybdés assassinated, and Johnson p
sympat hy for JFK or,todrmwesdeonendbsrsgio!l i t i ¢
Congress, we start to make some significant advances in civil rights. You had

to be right there in the midst of that

i
a

| was instantly supportive, and | was amazed that he would do it.
That Johnson would do it.
Because he had come out of the Southern Manifesto period. He had signed on.

What do you mean the Southern Manifest
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Findley: That was a statement that a lot of the southern legisiasigned on, very
much carefully worded, but it was an assault on segregation. Bill Fulbright, |
think, signed it once, and he had to apologize later.

DePue: Of Arkansas, | believe.

Findley: Yeah. LBJ very proper !l y s aynawthati Wel | , I
didndot have when | signed the manifest
him for his statement. He broke with the past. He really took a chance with his
party. |l &m sure he upset a | ot of then

DePue: Was that to say that much of the stance to that change was coming from

the Democrat Party, more so than the Republican Party?

Findley: Both sides. In my early years in the House, | often presented an amendment,
or supported an amendménivhich was known as the Powell Amendn@nt
which provded that, whatever was being authorized in that bill would take
effect only if the service was freely available to all, without regard of race,
without respect to race. | offered that to the dismay of some Republicans in
the Ag Committee. We had bills thaéalt with parks and things like that, and
|l tried to get the amendment adopted t
tried on the House floor. | generally got it in on the House floor, where |
didndét in the committee. byloémeAg Commi t
Democrats that had lived with segregation and wanted it to stay.

DePue: Those were the days when the Democrats had control of the House for close
to decades, and the senior Democrats were always southern Democrats,
werenodt they?

Findley: T h a right,syeah. The committee advancement tradition made that a
certainty, because the ones that stayed there the longest got to be chairman. It
had advantages, | soon found out, but it was a flawed system.

DePue: But getting back to the debates about thespge of the Civil Rights Act in
the House.
Findley: |l dondét think I took much of a part. I

usually spoke out on everything. But | did speak out back home, because it

was a hot topic back home. | remember the Duilatel here had a big

barber shop, and, boy, they were upset about the idea that they had to cut the
hair for black people if they came i n.
guit barbering i f that happensttad They
a great extent, had been populated by people from Kentucky and Tennessee,

not from the north, not from the Swedish.

DePue: Yeah, the northern boundary of your district is probably the dividing line
between.
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Findley: Pretty close to it, yes. But | kv that civil rights had to be dealt with at the
federal level. | was late coming to it, but by then | was totally convinced and
enthusiastic for it. | view that as the happiest time in my service, the
opportunity to vote yes.

DePue: Uou had the opportunit t o do t hat for the Civil Ri
Voting Rights Act of 0664.

Findley: Yeah.

DePue: Any particular memories for the second piece of that, the Voting Rights Act?

Findley: | think it was the open occupancy one.

DePue: The fair housing issues

Findley: Yeah, the fair housing issue that Gerry Ford voted against.

DePue: That would have been 064 t hen.

Findley: Was that the first one?

DePue: | 6d have to check on that myself.

Findley: I thought his showdown was on the first one, which was overitguBut |
didndét share his view on it, and | can

when | wanted a favor from him, he pulled out a copy offiDgar
Colleagué letter opposing him, but he granted my request, anyway. He
wasnodét a vindictive type.

DePue: So, it was in a gocdatured way he showed you that.
Findley: Yes, thatdés right.
DePue: How about the second part of what John

War on Poverty series of legislation.

Findley: Oh, and by the way, Gerry Ford cooperated furdlyny project that brought a
high school age black from Springfield, who became a page, the first black
page in history.

DePue: Do you remember his name?

Findley: Yeah, Frank Mitchell.

DePue: Where was he from?

Findley: He was from Springfield at that timele later became a television personality

in Minneapolis for NBC, | believe. Then, he also did some work for a big
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telephone company in Kansas. I f he did
moved several times, to my surprise. | got a call from him abmdrah ago,
saying that he was now living in Texas and had remarried. It was quite an

experience.
DePue: Yeah, | bet. Great Society programs, the War on Poverty.
Findley: Oh, Il et me tell you a little bit more
DePue: Welll was going to wait a Ilittle bit be-

years down the road.

Findley: Okay.

DePue: I f you dondét mind, Congressman.

Findley: That 6s al | right. Whatods the topic?
DePue: The War on Poverty and other Great Society programs.

Findley: |l remember vividly opposing the Peace

worst votes | ever cast. Lyndon Johnson was a magic figure, dealing with
Congress. He had an assistant for Congressional affairs named Henry Hall
Wilson. Wilson showedne his desk one day. He had on one wall a little
plague for every LBJ program that had been approved by Congress. There
must have been twenfive or thirty of them on the wall. He had a way of
getting things through Congress that he wanted. He keptses&on one

time over his bill to authorize beautification of highways, putting billboards
away from the highway.

DePue: That was his wifebds?

Findley: Yeah, that was his wifeobds idea, but he
late one night to finally ¢t through that. | guess | voted against most of them.

DePue: For fiscal reasons?
Findley: A general feeling that I still was groping with, that the federal government
shouldnét be trying to do all these th

| 6 d pnefecrdd that they be done at the state level.

DePue: | think you mentioned this before. That would include a vote against Medicare
and Medicaid?

Findley: Yeah.

DePue: Okay. Congressman, Il think thatoés prob
We 6 Ick up pBJ and foreign policy next time around.
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Dondt forget Martin Luther King.

A

I 611 make sure we get that in there. V
Have you got two minutes?
Sure, go ahead. Go ahead.

Let tell you what happened. My proposal got a lot of AP coverage. It was

printed all over the country, and it was protested by everybody in my district
except one woman in Beardstown, the widow of a doctor. Her last name was
Mudd, M-u-d-d . | 6ve adtweafys| beenhgr, because
that complimented me on that proposal.

But what happened the next day is that J. Edgar Hoover sent one of his
lieutenants in to counsel me on the real Martin Luther King. This guy said he
had a tape he would like have me hear, a recording of the conversation
when Martin Luther King was in bed with another woman. He had it on tape,
and they wanted me to hear that, in light of the compliment | wanted to give
Martin Luther King. So, fscoldngmevas J. ECd

Did you reassess the decision then?

[ told him | wasnot interested in hear
through.

So, you never even heard the tape.

No, no, | didndét wanmet oSheMys avid e fivlasw
to have heard it.o
That s an interesting anecdote to fini

been quite a lot of meat on the bones in this conversation, because these are
i mportant things i n lyappeciategyamhél@ngbsi st or vy
discuss these.

I 61 1 be glad to give you a I|little more
make sure that people enjoyed the campaigns.

Well, we can get into that the next session, then.
Yeah, sue.

Thank you, Congressman.

Interview with Paul Findley
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# 1SA-L-2013002.04
Interview #4:February 19, 2013
Interviewer: Mark DePue

The following material can be used for educational and other nacommercial
purposes without the written permissia of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Ci
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authoriation from the Audio-Visual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, lllinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcripof the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuralog of
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Tuesday, February 19, 2013. My name is Mark DePue, Director of
Or al Hi story with the Abraham Lincoln
Jacksonvilegai n, and, I believe, Congr essma

talking to Congressman Paul Findley in his office, which is on the campus of
lllinois College. Good morning, sir.

Findley: Good morning.

DePue: Last time, we talked about domestic policyidg the JFK and the Johnson
years. Now, we get into a subject which I think is close to your heart. We
talked last time about your attempts to get onto the Foreign Affairs
Committee. Webre going to be talking a
yearsand, probably, into some of the Ni x¢
start with is to have you talk a little bit about your views on France and the
troubles that France had in relation to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
NATO.

Findley: One ofmy lifelong heroes was Charles de Gaulle. | thought he was an
exceptional political leader, and a good military leader as well. During the
LBJ years, there was quite a deep rift between the U.S. government and
France. | thought that was both noteworthg afarming, because France had
always been our friend and ally, through thick and thin. | guess there was a
very thin eruption way back when, under Washington, but it was brief.

| noticed that de Gaulle was always under attack from Washington, in
the Congess, as well as the White House. LBJ had no use for him. At one
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time, he would order that French wine is never to be used in White House
receptions again. (chuckles) That didn
about the return of French wines.

Frane took the position that the U.S. government, holding the position
of SACEUR[Supreme Allied Commander Europepmmander and chief of
NATO, should always consult very promptly with Franatenever French
soil was put in peril. | recall vividly that de Glee was awakened when the

Cuban Missile Crisis occurred, from hi
stand with the U.S.,0 which was great.
But , on reflection, he didnot i ke

French military forces could be activetand put into operation without his

prior knowledge or approval. He thought the president of France should have

the right of approval or disapproval én
one that could put a question mark over the cohesion of the N#&TiGns in

a crisis. To avert that, de Gaulle ordered that NATO headquarters be removed

from France, and they were. That created a lot of unpleasantness on Capitol

Hill. I tried to make the French decision understood. It was my first entry into

foreign pdicy, really.

DePue: What timeframe were you talking about,
is this still at the | atter part of JF
Findley: This was in Johnson. Il 6m a | ittle hazy

called the Republican Taskfie on NATO and the Atlantic Community.

One of the reasons | ran for Congress was my hope that | could do
something to avert future wars. | saw the need for a federation of
governmentd not just an alliance, but a federatif which we would be a
part. Tat , of course, wasno6t greeted with
or some of the other or QVaatdDatibespotihm
major veterad

DePue: American Legion?

Findley: American Legion, yeah. Well, that crisis developed later, but aftad this
experience with France. | guess | persuaded Gerald Ford and Me) lveliral
were, then, the leading forces of the Republican delegatioat my views on
France were reasonable. In any event, they authorized something very unique,
a Republican missn to Paris to look into the disarray and U.S./French
relations and the rift caused by the removal of French forces from NATO
command.

De Gaulle asked that the headquarters be moved. He also said he
wasnodot pleased with t htethe NMVAT@aomnaahdi on o f
structur e. He di dn &tthe madonal comnoitméntetca v e t he
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thetead but he didndét approve of the way
managed. 106l cite one exampl e.

From the start, it was anticipated that the French waipgly the
French admiral to be in charge of the Atlantic command along the French
coast. That position was never filled, just kept empty. | think that was the only
major position in the integrated command that was French and was never
used.

They also haé committee within NATO that was restricted in
membership to the U.S. and to Britain. Its domain was nuclear weapons. And
the decision of the British and Americans was that France is too heavily
infected with communists, in the government, to be a usaftilqgd that
committee. There was a formal name for that, Military Commission, | believe.
The French retort was that the only private citizen that ever got into trouble
for mishandling nuclear affairs was a guy named Fuchs, | believe, a
Britisheré

DePue: Right, right.

Findley: énot a Frenchman. A Frenchman never di
offended. De Gaulle felt offended, with justification. So, my little committee
became the defender of France in Congress. And apparently, the Republican
leadershipvas on my side at that time. When | suggested we send a mission
to Paris to look into these two problems, the Republican Conference, as it was
called, endorsed the idea and agreed t

DePue: One of 't he Iilygabow kereysoha idsueeof sbvareignty.
Findley: Oh, yeah.

DePue: And it sounds like de Gaulle had issues with handing over what he viewed as
French sovereignty to NATO. Of <course,
American politicians and congisen in particular.

One other question, though. What was the status of Germany, as part
of NATO, at that time? This is not that far removed from World War II.

Findley: | used to attend conferences of NATO parliamentarians. (chuckles) Quite
often, represeatives from Great Britain would refer to Germany as occupied
territory, even after they were affild]
removed. | always spoke up firmly on ©b
reason why | got that German Cross.

DePue: Would Franceds army or Germanyo6s ar my,
in Europe?
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Findley: | think the U.S. Army. | think we had four divisions. Ike later told me that one
division would be sufficient. | think they finally came down to that yéetes.
Germany was just out of the Nazi period, and it did not try to assert any
position of equality. But the French were reluctant to give them any breaks.
And in discussion® we had in parliamentary groups became well
acquainted with French delegatas,well as German delegates, and | almost
always sided with the Germans.

DePue: You say you almost always sided with the Germans.
Findley: Yeah. It was a free give and take. Everyone could speak his own feelings. We
werenodt wunited by national delegations
DePue: Was part of your effort tied to having Congress have a greater role in foreign
affairs?
Findley: Yes, tied to having the House have a greater role. The Senate had already

done pretty well by being an influencehe Constitution helped that. But |

noted that almost no one, even those on the Foreign Affairs Committee or the
International Relations Committee; they kept changing the name of the
committee over the years. Even the members took no initiatives on their own
in the field of foreign policy. | ws always doing it.

DePue: Most of your colleagues were content to let the Senate carry the water?

Findley: Yeah. Yeah, | was frequently in the headlimdsw York Timesarried me
quite a bit, because | was almost the only one who ever challenged gnythin
foreign policy in the House. One of the reasons | left the Ag Committee,
temporarily, to get on foreign affairs was that | saw this vacuum among House
members, and | wanted to help fill that. I could do that best from committee
membership. So, it made mebusy guy and often controversial. (chuckles)

Il never did sell the House member sh
independent nature, but I truly had great admiration for him all through his
life. | thought he did a great job as president of France. Hegbtdhe Algeria
guestion. He settled that. That was a brave act on his part, because almost the
entire French military establishment wanted to retain Algeria as a part of
France. He saw the need to cut loose, and he did it.

DePue: You mentioned Eisenhowaerlittle bit ago. Did you have a close relationship
with Eisenhowe? And was this issue the reason for it?

Findley: | did, and it was gratifying. | came to admire him hugely because of that. A lot
of things happened to illustrate that, but one of my iiigatives was to form
this NATO task force. | did that before | got on the Foreign Affairs
Committee. |l didndédt get on the Foreign
recall, but | was out front, leading this mission to Paris, for example, which
had got ofto a rocky start, thanks to Everett Dirksen, who made fun of it.
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(chuckles) He liked to be a humorist in his dealings with the press, and he
deliberately made fun of the mission | organized. He never did read the letter

that | sent to him, along with le¢rs, explaining the whole purpose of the trip.

Had he read that, | doubt i f he would
of being quizzed by the media. But, | lived to see a major columnists praise

our trip when we got back. The trip went off verglivand we lived within

t he budget that the Republicans set fo
trip that was partisan in character.

Was this strictly House members?

Strictly House Republican members. The funds came from some niwatey t

had been accumul ated by the Republican
know the origin of the funds, but it was up to their discretion, and they chose

to spend it on the trip.

We mentioned Eisenhower here a couple times, and, of course, Biggnso
commander irchief of SHAEF[Supreme Headquarters Allied Expeditionary
Forces]during the war. | think he was alsommander of NATO for a short
time, before he became president. Did you talk to him before you took this
trip?

Yes. Now, wherDirksen made fun of it, it created quite a bit of press. One of

the reporters asked hi m, AWhat do you
l ook into our relationship with France
Something like, did he really do thatlbrow cut e. (chucdkl es) T

How cute?

How cute. (laughs) They laughed, and they wrote it up. It went out over AP

[Associated Pressind UPI[United Press International] Bu't , I didnot

having the Senate leademy own lllinoiscolleagué® make fun of the trip

before it even started. But he said, i
i nto it. ltdéds |li ke eating warmed over

So, our little group that went took a trip to New York. Nixon reee
us very graciously, talked to the press afterward, said a few words of
commendation to what we were doing. And Ike issued some kind of a
statement of approval.

Ni xon, at this ti me, i's just a private

He was, yeah. Hevas in New York, preparing for a presidential bid. He had
just been defeated for election as governor to California. He had two

researchers in New Yor k. Il didnét know
Steven Jones, who later became my staff leademfoie most brilliant
people 1 6ve ever worked with.
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Well, I went to see Ike to tell him about the ruckus that Dirksen kicked
updl dondét t hink he haddandhe iasded a foiemdlyt i t i
statement. He had already patted me on the badkroing this NATO task
force.

Is this at Gettysburg, where you met Eisenhower?

Yes, always at his home. You know, | v
do I unhook?

Let me pause this.

Okay, weodre back f essman, emyouastiocfer br e ak
you i s, meeting Eisenhower é | mean, th
think that much of de Gaulle himself. That goes back to his wartime
experiences.

It never came up in my discuwasindrns awi t |
bitter about de Gaulle as Winston Chur
cross | had to bear!(bathlaugh) lkeenev@r oss of L

criticized de Gaulle to me. | was able to get appointments with him several
times so that the ber six members of the Republican Task Force on NATO
could join me in meeting him.

One time we had a breakfast meeting with him which we financed,
each individually, no cost to him. That was a real treat. Another time, we had
lunch with him. Another timewe presented a very nicely done plaque,
celebrating his leadership for the unity of the Atlantic community. But | had
as many private discussions with him as we had public gatherings, extended
gatherings.

One day, my daughter, Diane, who was probablhée second or third
grade by then, asked me to deliver one of her school pictures, on which she
had written, i |l i ke I ke. 0 So, Il deliv
It really did. It touched him deeply. Before the day was over, he hiteénva
nice note, saying that he liked Diane, an autographed picture, along with a
nice note. Diane has all those in one framed exhibit at her home.

Oh, another time, he asked me if | could tell him how he should
proceed to get his granddaughter, Annean i ntern job on Cap
like to have that experience. Well, he had her situated the moment he asked
for it, of course, because | put her on my staff right away. And | had a nice
correspondence with her through the ydanst in the last tengar® but up
to then. She had kind of a rocky marriage experience, and, | guess, carried on
withad what 6s t he ter m, interior designer

51 A medal of highest honor in France, shaped as a cross.
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being there in the office, it was very fun to have her around, and | knew that
she kepin touch with her granddad.

What was the consequence of the trip that this Congressional delegation took
to Paris?

We came through with several criticisms of how the federal government had
dealt with NATO relations, as they applied to Franl cited a couple of
those. It was a very mild statement. Everybody behaved pretty well in Paris,

not much in the nightclubs. But, i1t wa
think of the columnist that respondie@ guy name Drummond, | thiék
worked fortheMonitorr. He pr aised it. | 6ve got <cl

that we received. In the preliminary period, before we headed for Paris, |
wrote to a number of people.

Anthony Eden was, by then, out, of course, thanks to his stupid
endeavor to tryd take back the Suez Canal. Ike stopped that, of course.
Singlehandedly, he brought an end to the Israeli land invasion of Egypt and to
the aerial support that the French and British foolishly were giving to it. But
he i mmedi ately sad dhe AsTaiid, il Gvm oghai. g
And he did; he stopped the whole thing. They backed ngt just stoppedl
and even vacated all the land they had taken up to then. That was something
that | really applauded. l 6m smome t hat
the Arab world, because here, he stopped the great empire of the leaders of the
past from regaining a bit of an empire.

Of course, all of this happened before you were even in Congress, correct?
That was during the Eisenhower administration.

Oh yeah, sure, sure. But, it was fresh in my mind. Ike was an amazing public
servant . He didnét interfere, once he
Carter, for example, commenting. But he did it privately in dealing with

members of the Houskke the group | got there.

Did you have the opportunity to meet directly with de Gaulle, himself?

| had one brief, very brief, meeting. When de Gaulle announced he was

coming to the Kennedy funeral, the St a
details too well, at that point. He circled Dulles several times and landed

precisely at the minute when he was expected to land, but there was no State
Department delegation there at all.

Ok avy, I wouldndédt worry abanut that too

Steve Jones and | had gone tidekmowing that de Gaulle would laédon

the hope that we could meet him. We turned out to be the official welcoming
committee for de Gaull e. He was all dr
man, very, very impsing, but he paused long enough to shake hands with us,
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before he got into his Citroén. You know, those cars that are low when people
are getting in and out of them, but they pump up the height a little bit, air
pressure. So, he got in the Citroén; itvgielittle bit in height, and off he

went to the embassy. | stood fairly close to him at the Arlington Cemetery
when JFK was buried, and Lucille s
away. Heb6s such a target. Heinthea s t
crowd.

aid
hat

|l dondt know if we talked much about
mentioned it a little bit last time. Was that a pretty impressive ceremony?

| did not grasp, immediately, the enormity of that event, the worldwide
passiorfor Kennedy that would just flow instantly. In fact, | had planned to

go back to the home district and have some appointments during the funeral
period. But my staff quickly convinced me to stay around there and attend the
event s, whi c hiicdl of dennédy. Thidwas nty eanservative
period. The awakening would come a little bit later.

J

Let 6s talk about anot her event in fore

mont hs before Johnson was reelected.
eight months or so by this time, August in 1964, and the Gulf of Tonkin

i ncident, which |l ed to the Gulf of To
you felt strongly about. So, | 6d ask
of 064, an dettooaday &head of the stoty bereg

| was very concerned about war powers, then, as today. | was also concerned
about the presidential use of war powers without Congressional sanction. And
we were building up forces without Congressional dectamatf war, at that

time. Here this incident was very much in the news. The whole Congress was
convinced that we ought to pat the president on the back and show unity with
him in this crisis.

There was no time for debahee, from

committee, though | might have been able to get one minute. It came to the

J

n
Y

House floor with a closed rul e, no ame

that LBJ had a big hand in writing the language of the resolution of support.

We probably shold back up just a bit and say this is essentially: American
naval vessels off the coast of North Vietnam were allegedly attacked by North
Vietnamese gunboats. The question was whether or not they were outside or
within territorial waters. Of course, thosere the different positions of the

two governments. But that was the origins of the conflict, correct?

Yes, but it was also an opportunity for LBJ to lock in support. The total time
was thirty minutes on each side. It was quickly up. | wentday&-ord, who

was a Republican leader at the time, asked him if | could have a minute. | just
wanted to raise a question: Is this tantamount to a declaration of war? He said,
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AOh no, Ités not that at all. Dondét wo
give me anyway, but he brushed aside my concern.

This is going to be a rough translation of what the resolution was about. But, it
happened on August seventh. Congress passed a resolution, drafted by the
administration, authorizing all necessary sw@as to repel attacks against

U.S. forces and all steps necessary for the defense of U.S. allies in Southeast
Asia. Does that sound about right?

Yeah, thatoés it. That was very broad.
quite that preciséi Al | necessary measures, 0 that
on the viewpoint of the person using the word. | was not really concerned at

that point, but it soon proved to be the case that there was no attack, that our
vessels were not shelled, not harméavas contrived by the administration.

And | guess the military people cooperated with it for a while, but it quickly

was clear that there was no provocation.

But LBJ kept a copy of that resolution in his jacket pocket from that
day on. And, if anybodgver brought up the idea, well, this Vietham War was
never declared, never a proper exercise of war powers, he would pull this out
and read that section, about all necessary measures. And he got by with it. No
one really pushed too hard.

Butitwoud be unfair to suggest that we we
involved with South Vietnam before that.

That 6s right. We were heavily invol ved
Especially in the advisory capacity and in terms of diplomatic measures.
Moreover,there were other nations, combined with us in that struggle.

Even before the Gulf of Tonkin.

Oh yeah, yeah. It was kind of an international operation. | was very uneasy
about it, but the only negative votes occurred in the Senate. Thexdéwgeof
them there.

Does that mean that you voted for the resolution?

| did. | did and regretted it and said so, publicly.

How long afterwards did you begin to regret your decision to vote for it?
Well, it was when it wagybviously, a framaup, a contrived

|l s early 665 or 0666 then?
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Findley: At least as early as that, yeah.

DePue: Bef ore we get to that, wedre going to
on Vietnam. But, | wanted to ask you a couple quick questio about t he
election. Did you have much of a battle, yourself, in that particular election

year?
Findley: Let 6s s e @wo, | btabl 4 big b&tie xahdyl won.
DePue: It sounds like that was probably your most significant election.
Findley: Oh, itwas. It was. Sixt wo, Barry Gol dwater was non

the convention.

DePue: Sixty-four.
Findley: Sixty-f our . I admired Goldwater i mmensely
win, and | didndédt go to t hldhaceadong.ent i on

In fact, our family took a little holiday and a cruise, from New York down to
San Juan and back. It was a delightful experience.

DePue: Did you approve of Goldwaterds positio

Findley: Well, it was not as bellicose asLBJsdidiwas, but | felt tha
to be in a war, that we should mobilize the whole country in every way
possible, no exceptions, and put the full force of America behind the troops in
the field. | forget how far Goldwater went. | think he threatemecear war.
l &m not sur e. Il just am not sure.

DePue: What a lot of people remember today about that election is probably the most
famous political ad in American history.

Findley: Yes, the petals.
DePue: Yes, the girl out in the field, picking the petal$ of the flower, and then, the
mushroom cloud behind her.
Findley: Yes. LBJ ran on the theme that he would never use nuclear weapons, but
i mplied that Goldwater might. Il 6m sur e

was a rough campaign, but it wapsided.

DePue: Which Republican had you been backing, before the convention selected
Goldwater?
Findley: Nelson Rockefeller, yes. | backed him several times. | felt that he could unify

the nation. He had a good relationship with blacks, which our partyadid
have then, or now. But we remained, believe it or not, on good, friendly terms.
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When two plane loads of supporters came from my district for a long
weekend, Goldwater immediately accepted an invitation to speak Saturday
night to the group, and he wasig hit, jovial, very. He was a good man.

Another time, he accepted a private plane ride to come to speak at McClellan
Hall at MacMurray[College], where there was an enormous crowd because of
his appearance. | had the privilege of introducing hird,iawas a very

wonderful evening.

DePue: So, he helped your campaign in 064.
Findley: Oh, yeah. Well, 0664, no. It was 666, p
DePue: Okay.

Findley: Yeah.

DePue: So, i n that year, he wasno6ét under the

| wanted also to ask you a few more questions about Abraham
Lincoln, because you still carried the mantle of an incredible admirer, a deep
admirer of Abraham Lincoln. So, | etds
Emancipation Proclamation. That would have been 1963.

Findley: That would have been 0664, wouldnoét it ?
DePue: January 1, 1863 was the date that the Emancipation Proclamation went into an

effect. It was announced in September
Findley: Okay, now | remember. | wanted to tie myself to Lincoln every iaould,

so | got the Park Service to loan me the inkwell that Abraham Lincoln used

when he signed it [the Emancipation Proclamation]. And on my journey

home, | landed at St. Louis. My family was up in Pittsfield. | took the little

tiny box that had thenkwell in itd the cardboard box was just big enough to
accommodate the inkwélland | put that on the little tray by the phone where

| made the call, and walked away and forgot it, momentarily. When my

oversight dawned on me, | rushed back fast. It was ddvaal a sinking

feeling, of which I 6ve never encounter
defeat me, among other things. But, to think that | would be guilty of careless
handling of a precious heirloom of Lincoln, that was just too much. | could

imagine Pete Mack making fun of me as irresponsible every day until Election
Day, and | wouldndédt have much of an an
main TV stations and told them about the plight and asked them if they would
mention it on the evening newthat the Lincoln inkwell had been picked up

by mistake by someone.

There are people today who probably tour the public phones, in any
public place, just to check to see if there are any coins to pick up, and this kid
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probably did that. Anyhow, the fagr of a young man who had done that,

heard the broadcast and said that his son had come in with this funny little

i nkwell . He didndot know much about it
was missing. So, this made TV news of a rather embarrassindsoet least

it led to the recovery of the inkwell. | made sure that the Interior Department

was custodian of the inkwell on its return to Washington.

That had to have been one of the most relieved experiences you ever had in
your life.

Oh, boy. (laughs) Yeah, I didndot know
had an awful time, because it was about alar drive up to Pittsfield from

the airport. So, | had two hours of agony. But, by then, Lucille had received a

call from the policecertifying that they had recovered the inkwell. (laughs)

Wow. Well, that in itself adds a lot of luster to the inkwell, itself. Do you
know where the inkwell is now?

At t hat ti me, it was at Fordds Theatr e
mussum. There is now a museum, under the Ford Theatre, which is beautiful.
It may be there. I dm not sur e. But I nt

Tell us how you came to write a book on Lincoln.

ldondét believe that | eanpagn inwhichée a spee
failed to mention Lincoln in some way and to associate my career with him in

some tiny, remote way. | gave the same speech, probably, a hundred times in a
two-year period, including an opportunity to give it on primetime channels,

Ten inQuincy. | know that, for various reasons | set forth in a memoir book, |

woul dndét have made it to Congress with
supporter and influence to me. | knew that, in his one term in Congress, he
represented part of lllinois thatépresented, not the whole district, by any

means, but Menard County was close by
lore.

| expected that the next redistricting would put Springfield in my
district. It was a district that had two sitting members of Cagyme it: Peter
Mack, a Democrat, no enemies, whatever, a long tenure, and I, a Republican,
were in the same district. So, we had to run against each other. | think Pete
Mack was sure he was going to win, and most of the other people in lllinois
were surene would win too, but I did. (coughs)

It was a much watched campaign. Wall Street Journatarried
stories about it. | think much of the national media considered it one of the
rare places where two members were put together. It was obvious that both of
us were putting on pretty strong campaigns. But, | felt that | could overcome
the odds, and | did.
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How is that related to the writing of the book, then, on Lincoln?
Wel | , |l et 6s see. |l believe my book was
| n 006 ®ean?y

Sixty-nine, yes. | had become a close friend of Paul Simon, who is also a great
Lincoln fan and had written an excellent book about Lincoln in the state

| egislature. 1 06m not sure when Paul Si
wantedverynuch to write a book about Lincol
because | had long before come to the conclusion that the other biographers

had not given him proper recognition of how important his term was to the
party and to Lincolnds own career.

Thee 6s an irony, too, because the issue
with the war with Mexico.

That 6s right. Thatodos right. And we wer
war, in Vietnam. So, war powers were very much a part of my campaign. |
was, by then, on record as a very cons

against most of the Kennedy program, as well as much of the Johnson Great
Society program. But, | had done other things of a positive nature that, |
guess, counterbalanced thatsbme extent.

| was a strong supporter of farming, which was the heart of my district.
At that time, most farmers, like myself, felt that the less government had to do
with the planting and the marketing of farm products, the better off the farmer
would be, the government would be, and the consumer would be, too. So, my
endeavor to get government out of farn
that helped tremendously. Pete Mack was not known as a rural congressman. |
was.

So, for all of those reassenwriting the book on Lincoln seemed to be the
logical thing to do.

Especially because | knew that Paul Simon would surely write a book about

him in Congress, if I didnét. Il want ed
provedto be averytiog ht f ul fri end. He didndt r e:
sent the manuscript to the printers, Paul Simon read every word and made

many corrections. He had been a walbwn author of a number of books by

then and would write some more. He not onlytediimy manuscript, but he

wrote a very sincere and cute introduction. Have you seen it?

Yes. Wel | | i f I
That 6s during th
sometime on his hands.

get my ti mel
e t

ine rig
i meframe t hat |

| ht,
Si mon

Yes, as all lieutenant governors have.
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Okay, one other question about Lincol
save Lincolnds home.

My second term, in which | defeated Pete Mack, Lincoln was a major theme
of my campaign. | did not, at that time, have a specific plan about bringing it
into the National Park Service, but | never neglected Lincoln any day during
the campaign.

At that time, across the street was a big,-stary, old brick building,
which was aouvenir shop. There was one right next to the home, on Eighth
Street. A promoter wanted to build a tall apartment building just across the
side street from the Lincoln home. The Lincoln home would be in the shadow
of this building. I thought all those tigs were desecrations of what John
Nicolay, Lincolnds secretary, desc

t

rib

heirloom of the republic, o6 and I hin
The home, itself, was the property of the State of Illinois. The

surrownding area, a lot of that land, was the property of the City of

Springfield. The rest of it was in private hands and not well kept. There was a

large law office building where the parking lot is today. So, | decided that |

would try to get something going.

When | was in Pittsfield, before | became a candidate, there was a man

n

e
K

whoémaybe | can bring up the name, but

series oféehe had a canned program t ha
Commerce he could. This one centeredwiat had been done to celebrate the
homes of presidents of the past, and the finale showed how the Lincoln home
was justéthe neighborhood is falling
that | acted upon when | had a chance. | tried to interest Nelsorefetekin

it. By then, | was one of his supporters. He was a part of the institution that
controll edéwhat 6s t he

Would he be governor at the time?

He is governor at the time, yes. But, in his

of the development of ancient colonial day
|l candt even think

Was the name Williamsburg, perhaps?

Yeah, thatos it. | )0 Bhiom about Lin
| wondered if the same pattern of private . 18
giving could be constructed to supptire

Lincoln home. Rockefeller sponsored a President Richard Nixon signed the

breakfast at his property in Washington or Lincoln Home Historic Site Act at the
. Old State Capital in 1974. Present
maorning. About a dozen people from were Governor Richard Ogilvie and

Congressman Paul Findley.
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Springfield the kind of leaders of historic commemoration tBetread

breakfast with Nelson Rockefeller, hoping that they could intériesin

digging in his pocket to help. He was the speaker at the annual dinner of the
Abraham Lincoln Association in Springfield, and he spoke favorably about
the renovation. But he never really grabbed it as a personal project.

There was a man with thefk Service. | hope | can call up his name.
He came to Springfield and gave a very moving presentation about how
important it is to maintain the integrity of souvenirs of past greatness. It really
impressed the group.

By then, | had decided that the beepe was to get the federal
government interested. | assumed that
probably get an authorization one year, and then start working on the
Appropriations Committee to hope that they would begin to help finance it.

So, with he help of the Park Service, | put together the bill to authorize it, a
copy of which is on the wall here.

Everything turned out to be just right. Dick Ogilvie, Governor of
lllinois, was encumbered with budget problems. He wanted the Lincoln home
presered, but he wanted to get it out of the state budget. (chuckles) The
Mayor of Springfield, Nelson Howarth, immediately gave his full support.

The support of those two men was very critical.

Then, | had to talk to Chicago Democrats in the House of
Represerdtives, because several of them had taken a keen, deep interest in the
Lincoln home when they were in the state legislature. None of them put up a
fuss. | got every member of the Illinois delegation, both parties, to sign on the
bill éand both senators.

But, the Executive Branch wrote the bill finally. | assumed that there
would just be an authorization, but | got word from the White House that they
would Ii ke to attach an amenddent to i
million. It would authorize the apppriation of money. So, that was a great
break, and it just sailed through. Everything clicked. | never had any idea,
legislatively, that worked as smoothly as the Lincoln home.

DePue: Il think it illustrates t haanobligatbn youor e
to get right with Lincoln.

Findley: Yeah. (laughs)

DePue: And also, that | canét think of any ot
have to get right with. They have to make some connection with Abraham
Lincoln.

Findley: They all wrapthe cloak of Lincoln around themselves, as | did. And it
worked.
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DePue: Well, now we get back to some foreign affairs again. In some cases, | know
you are going to be heavily involved, and some others, perhaps, not so much.
Nineteen sixtyseven, Junetbthrough June 0, t h at OlsraetiWae, Ar ab
or what some people call the Sday War. At that time in your career, did
that one resonate with you?

Findley: No. No, | was aware of it. | was new on the committee. Everybody saluted
Moshe Dayan. He was tlnero of the day. The military reputation of Israel
was just riding high, and | just had a
had no bad experiences with it. | had this one moment on the House floor
wherd | think his name was Frank Wélfa New York Denocrat announced
to the House members that there had been an unfortunate misidentification of
a vessel, and, because of that flaw, the Israelis has mistakenly sunk or attacked
a ship, hadndét sunk it. There was hard
askedquestions about it. It was presented as trivia, because he [Frank Wolf]
also said that Johnson had accepted their apology and that they would pay
some reparations.

DePue: This is theUSSLibertyy oud6r e t al king about.
Findley: Yes, yes.

DePue: Which was d&cked in international waters, was it?

Findley: Yes.

DePue: Off the coast of Egypt.

Findley: Yes, yes. There are some things that are a little bit unclear and, maybe, will

always be. There is some evidence that the White House or the Defense
Department waned or tried to warn theiberty captain that there would be

the danger of trouble, and he should move away further from the coast. | think
the captain said he never got that message, but, in any case, they simply
patrolled the waters in a normal way, ibeing that being in international

waters would protect them from any military involvement.

Now, | d o n 6 Libertyeame to imy dttdnidon until seeeral
years later. On an overseas trip | took a copy of the book written by James
Ennis, who washe deck officer of the day when the assault occurred. | read
the whole book on the trip. | was astounded at what | learned. It was really a
revel ation. Little by little, | 6d have
lobby for Israel, on the Hill, anddeplored it, publicly.

DePue: Wedbre going to touch on this a |ot, | 6
career. But, one question that | would have for you about the attack on the
USSLiberty, at that time. It was explained as a mistaken identigt they
thought it was an Egyptian ship. Would there be any other reason, rationale,
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for why the Israeli military would attack an American ship, their chief
supporter?

One of the crew members, who still survives, a commissioned @ficerink

his name is Davé said that he believedthedd et 6 s see, what was
theory® he believed that, by destroying the ship, without a trace, the

American public could easily be persuaded that it was an assault by the Arabs,

and that would create such a stornoofrag® sinking a ship with everybody

aboar@ that they would instantly go to war on the side of Israel. Now, Israel

had already virtually won the war, but this would solidify their relationship

with the American publié antiArab and prelsraeb for years © come. That

could have been the theory, the reason why they attacked.

It 6s interesting that we just got done
Resolution.

Yeah, thatoés right. Yep.

Wel |l , again, weor e ¢oiyougviewsabogteh¢ 1 nt o a
Mi ddl e East | ater. ltdés interesting, t

really resonate with you much.

Not a bit. | accepted the idea that it was a mistake and that Johnson had
accepted their apology.

TheVi et nam War, then, |l et 6s get back to

By the way, | had communication with Dean Rusk over the years of his
retirement. His first reaction, when |
powers sometimes have messy things happen, and theyyestohaverlook

them and go ahead. 0 ®&uhave hdopyofltheat er corr
original of itd he said that there was no doubt in his mind that it was

deliberate.

Dean Rusk, at the time, was Secretary of Defense?

He was Secretary of &e.

Secretary of state.

He was a terrific guy. He was one of the best picks that Kennedy made. So, he
had the agony of living through that &
State with LBJ.

Il dondt know how ahnastakeoMcNamnardveas Secreteslyd e t h
of Defense.

Yeah, yeah.
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DePue: Whi ¢ h, |l 6m sure, weoll be talking abou
subject of the Vietham War. You mentioned already that, in the earlydyears
and you certainly saithis in your book, as wél that you were something of
war hawk, a supporter of the Vietnam War. But also, maybe from that position
as a hawk, | want you to tell us about your initiatives, trying to have
amendments which | guess became known as the Finddeyendmentd
blocking food sales and most favored nation status to some Warsaw Pact
countries.

Findley: And | had a lot of success. The public sentiment was with me on those
amendments. Democrats jumped on with yes votes as frequently as the
Republicans did.

DePue: Can you flesh that out for us a little bit. Explain what that was really all about.

Findley: Well, we were at war with Hanoi. Hanoi had the sympathy and support of the
Soviets and the Chinese. For his own personal reasons, there were times when
LBJ wanted to disregard the war in Vietnam and try to open up a cordial
relationship with the Warsaw Pact countries in Europe, including Yugoslavia.
Anyhow, my objective was to try to stop any aid to countries that also were
engaged in aiding Hanoi, and thevere a lot of them that were doing it.

Years later, | went to Yugoslavia for just a couple of days with a
bunch of other members of the House. (chuckles) One of the fellows came up
to me and said, il 6ve al ways watnt ed t o
was very exceptional that anybody in the United States would try to stop food
sales to any country on earth that nee
Yugoslavia was very sympathetic to Hanoi, but the State Department and the
Department of Agriculre both were glad to have Food for Peace go to those
countries; that would enable them to get food at very attractive rates, very low
interest rates and low price.

There was one time when Orville Freeman, Secretary of Agriculture,
worked out a deal tcefl, | believe it was dwm wheat, to the Soviet Union.
The sales price was much more attractive than the government was willing to
sell any of this dwm wheat to millers here in this country. | thought that was
just awful. So, | got an amendment adopteat survived several challenges
and kept the House in session until Christmas Eve one year, all because of me.

(laughs)
DePue: | think we did talk about that briefly last time.
Findley: Yeah.
DePue: My curiosity is, how did this play with your farmersyour district, because

this is expanding markets for them. You sell more agricultural products, and it
improves their prices.
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Farm Bureau was very supportive of what | was doing. | know, one time, |

hauled in an armload of letters from lllinoisr@ers, opposing discounted

sales to the Soviet Union. So, | was on the side of farmers with that. | took

two thousand |l etters and took them int
His secretary, Miss Lincoln, said, fANoO
after he became president. She said, 0
car i s coming in the driveway now, and
talk to you about Ittulmes ounfeeiweént sraogbtéorhis g et t
family quartersantad | unch. (both | augh) So,
funny little episode.

n
t
I

But | did meet LBJ on a stairway in the White House. | was still
lugging those letters on my way to the presidential office, and LBJ very
gruffly wanted to know what | wasthg there and what the letters were
about. Then, he just ignored it and went on.

It sounds like this incident would have been earlier than your objections to
Warsaw Pact countries supporting Vietnam.

Oh yes, yes, but it was part of the sapattern.
How about most favored nation status? Was that also part of this argument?

Letds see. Poland was not <cooperating
Warsaw Pact group, and | offended them greatly when | recommended that

Romana, which had been showing a spirit of independence of Moscow,

received normal trade relations standing and that it would be denied to Poland.
(laughs) It bothered Romania, too, because | was on good terms with the
ambassador . He s a i Bolish gokewmmentljoshbédausg u ni s h
youdbre going to gain a trade advantage
embarrassed that | was tying the gain | wanted him to have, to the minus that

would affect Poland.

Congress had, at that time, quite a number of Poklaction
members. Ed Derwinski was one of them. They defended my amendment,
whenever Poland was to be punished. B e
always.

How about the special case of Yugoslavia? You mentioned that countries in
the Warsaw Pact wetgying to distance themselves from the Soviets.
Certainly Yugoslavia and Joseph Tito would be the ultimate example of that?

They werendt at that stage. They were
of the U.S. government, but they also wenedaeg some food aid to Hanoi.

That reached the very top of the St at e
he was absent. That was still LBJ, but Dean Rusk, | believe, stayed on through
LBJ6s terms in office. |l candt r emembe
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Can you explain what changed your views about the Vietham War? Was this a
gradual thing, or is there a moment of realization for you?

Well, several things troubled me great

response, 0 as i f, kivdlofslow them upsbutonat! d d o
defeat them. | believed that, if we get into a war, we ought to try to win it.
And, if winning was not a prospect,
change that came to me. It was obvious that our conduct of the war in
Vietnam was not succeeding. It was losing, and there was no prospect that
there would be a change to the better, from our standpoint.

But, by the time you get to 1966 and

you had people in the administraiibo McNamara himself and General

Westmoreland ma ki ng predictions that weore

That 6s right, always a |light at the
history: Otto Kerner was Governor of lllinois, a highly respected marnade

been an officer, and he looked like an officer. He spoke for the entire
delegation of governors at a luncheon meeting, with LBJ in the White House
that | attended, along with a bunch of other members. He did such a superb
job of speaking for the govenrs at that luncheon that | had a new respect for
him as a leader. That was before trouble came.

You mean trouble for him?

Trouble for him. Before | left the House, | believe there was a ceremony at the
Lincoln home. It may have been wheer@ Ford spoke or possibly Nelson
Rockefeller, he also spoke there. | believe, by then, Otto Kerner was under

i ndict ment . |l 6m not sure about that.
wel coming hand to Kerner at suwemet hi
when it happened, though. |l 6m sorry
The timeline for Kerner was, he was

Kerner Commission about the civil disobedience and so forth.
Oh, yes. | was there when he led that, atibught it was such a splendid job.

Then he resigned the governorship and became a judge, sitting on the U.S.
Seventh District Court of Appeal.

| forgot that.

It was while he was a sitting just@&ewell after the time he was goveridor

i S

we

0
W

en

T

ng

go

t hat he was indicted. So, that happene

he was convicted.

Anyhow, | did respect him. | just had a hunch that he paid the price for an

underl ingdés mischief. I think he did,
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The other interesting thidggetting back to the subject of Vietndnime had
served in the same artillery regiment with William Westmoreland in World
War Il and was a very close friend. In fact, he visited Vietnam and had a little
bit of a reunion with Westoreland.

Westmoreland was at this luncheon. That would account for the fact that
Kerner was chosen to speak for the governors. (both laugh)

ltds interesting how these connections
getting back to 1967, hink in that year you voted against the extension of the
draft? Is that right?

Yes. | voted for an alolunteer army. Shortly after that vote, an admiral on

active duty called me, invited me to lunch down at the navy yard, and he
congratulatedme n t hat vot e. He said, AThe trc
generals always find a place for them

But, in the midst of the war, an increasingly unpopular war in 1967, why did
you vote against the draft? Were you convinced that we needied a way
to get out of Vietnam, by that time?

Yes, yes, that was it. One of the things | did was to introduce three bills
simultaneously: One, full support of the way the war was going. One was to

give it even more support, with victory inimd. The other was to withdraw. |

was hoping the committee would take up all three and maybe decide to pass

one of them onto the full body, but it

That sounds |l i ke youbre frustrated t ha
anything. They wee being too passive?

Oh, very passive. We voted funds for the war, for equipment, for our troops
and all of that, but we were unwilling to face up to the need for a war
declaration. One of my three was war declaration.

| remember vividly the dathat a very respected guy from St. Ld@uis
whose father, James Simington, was in the Séngte the attention of the

House chamber after a quorum cal/l. He
this chamber. There are abotlythe f our hun
number of soldiers killed yesterday 1in

speaking. Why he didndét pursue that ve
but it was one of the most powerful speeches ever heard. You could hear a pin

drop, because hispomtas t hat here wedre sitting
change that, and a number equal to our membership was killed just yesterday,

and we arenodét doing anything today.

What 16d |ike to ask you to do here, C
think this illustrates the straightforward approach in which you discussed
these things in the book. Yothand ee what
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side? |If you could read that into the
Sept embérir s owh & 6lking eboud heee. t a

You know, | have trouble reading.
Would you like to have me read that, then?
Yeah, I woul d. Il 6d Ili ke to hear it, fo

This is page ondifty-f i ve i n the book, and itds in
Ecstasy. o0 Itdéds very much following alo
some power from even the House of Representatives.

Ok ay, herebds the quote. Al n Sept emb
resolution 508, a milder resolution that | believed wouldhattmore ce
sponsors. It simply called for Congressional committees to report whether
further Congressional action is desirable, in respect to policies in Southeast
Asia. Within a few months, a hundred and fefidyr House members, more
than onefourth ofthe total membership, were-sponsors. By introducing
these bills, | hoped tbroaden my colleagues to measure up to what | believed
to be the Houseds Constitutional respo
disappointment, none led to committee hearings;h less committee
recommendations. The experience convinced me that, except for Senator
William Fulbright, committee chairmen, like the majority of other members,
were content to duck their constitutional responsibility. They did not want to
touch the pickly nettle of war powers. They liked to complain about
presidential decisions on war making but preferred to avoid helping making
timely policy themselves. 0

Amen.
Why mention William Fulbright, not a member of the House, but the Senate?

He led the Fulbright hearings on Vietnam. | believe they had an immense
influence on public opinion and on the opinion of my colleagues. Finally, late
in the day, we withheld money from administration use in Vietham. We put a
cap on expenditures.

But, that wa8
That was later on, yeah.

Were you equally as critical of your colleagues in the Senate for being too
complacent?

Yeah, sure, sure.
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Okay, how much of this, the complacency or the lack of initiativejthrer

the House or Senate, was typical deference to the Executive Branch and the
President of the United States, and how much was it connected with the
personality of Lyndon Johnson, who had this reputation of being overbearing,
very persuasive, got higay in Congress?

| think it was much more deegeated. It showed a reluctance of the Congress

to do its duty under the Constitution, not just today, not just that day, but in
future events and past. | t 6gsough | ot eas
decisions, and then, you can take pot shots at them afterwards. In fact, the
cartoonist for thé?ostDispatchdid a beautiful job on that very theme and

thoughtfully sent me the original, autographed. This appeared during the very

time when Vietnam &s up for grabs.

That would be the kind of car,thenon wedd
We 61 | have to find that.

Wel | , ités on the wall of my sonds hou
least get a good copy from him.

Absolutely.
ltdédd be good here.

How did all of your growing opposition to the Vietnam War play with your
constituents?

It was mixed. | would say my views were definitely in the minority, but they
apparentl yé Thi s bubbhhad nms ownpeatsoralppolpoalu s ,
organization, not in every precinct, although that was the goal. There were
people that stuck with me, whether they agreed with me or not on public
policy. They thought | was trying to do the right thing. But the spiri

supporting the flag under battle is powerful.

Even today, hardly anybody on the Hill criticizes the Afghan War.

There are some, but they arendét t he ma
constituents, some of them in uniform,
dem@aning what theyodére involved in.

|l had a discussion, just the other

Marine who is now in his third hitch in Afghanistams a part of a contractor,
not as part of the MarineCagph e 6 s doi ng much the same

on his first hitch. But, as the employ
So, |l 6m assuming heds no |l onger a Mar.
That 6s right. I asked him if he really

from this, if, when we left Afghanistan, walthere really be an organization
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of Afghans who were able to patrol the country and keep it free of terrorists.
He said he didnodot think so, hardly any

Let 6s get back to the | ate 0660s, i f we
Yeah.

This timefa me web6ér e talking about, 667 and
American public opinion is making some dramatic shifts on the subject, as

wel | . But | want to finish off, before

people about that important year in Amerit¢astory. Your involvement with
Clark Clifford becoming the new Secretary of Defense. Maybe you had no
direct involvement with that, but then, how that tied in with this discussion
about whether General Wheeler should remain as Chairman of the Joint
Chiefsof Staff?

Yep, | was lifted out of obscurity that day, (chuckles) because everyone
assumed that it would be an automatic extension.

That what would be automatic?

| guess, in fact, this approval of an extension of thedenat of the Secretary

of Defense, but the chairman of the joint chdefé/heeler. He had been in

t hat capacity all through the Vietnam
It just seemed absurd to me that we would want to give him any more time.

There was no hopedhhe would change. So, | objected. | knew that the
objection wouldnét hold, because, i foot
approval by majority vote, that they could easily get that, or they could have a
separate bill that would come up and easily be agatoSo, | knew that

Wheel erds term would be extended. But ,
fact that we were not doing anything to bring the war to a desirable end.

What were your views of Clark Clifford, then, the replacement for

McNamara? Bytat t i me, Mc Namarads own notion
and structured and using all these bus
turned out too well.

No, thatoés for sure. He even wrote a b
admitted thahe knew it was a hopeless war several years before he left the

job. That was terrible, to admit that
|l ost his bearings, I think. He was hon

Did you have any relationship with Clifford?
Yes, a |little bit, because by thenéThe

No, that was later, becau€difford was L BJ 6 s .
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Findley: Anyhow, Clark Clifford was frequently representing the State Department
before a subcommittee on the Middle East theas on, and thogeuddles
were very small. He always was very impressive. He spoke very deliberately,
very slowly. At that time, we knew hewo$d00s ui t s. Today, t hey
commonplace. (chuckles)

DePue: Today, they cost a lot more th&40Q

Findley: Yeah, they sure do. (laughs) | admired him. | read his me@oimsel to the
President the story of his association with Harry Truman. He was his close
legal affiliate, all through his term as president. | think he had quite a handle
in naming the new caniry, Israel, and in seeing to it that the U.S. government
was the first to recognize the new st a
he was considered the top lawyer in D.C.

DePue: Wel | , |l et 6s get Dback to t luehroeghant s of
series of rather famous events now, momentous events. The first one is
January 23 of 1968, theuebloincident. This is where the North Koreans

seize an intelligence ship. So, I gues
Thisis the third shiye 6 ve been talking about that
incident.

Findley: It was almost a duplicate @SS Liberty

DePue: Any thoughts come to mind about tReebloincident? In this case, the North

Koreans did seize and retain that. The question, inatedg, was, were they
operating under the proxy of the Soviet Union?

Findley: The Chinese seized it, yeahéNo, the No

DePue: And their closest ally was China at the time.

Findley: Yeah, their only ally.

DePue: Let 6s get t o t Inadjustwalked aboubFw, byetire end ofWe
667, you heard |l ots of promising thing
going.

Findley: Oh, onPueblq I did not talk to Commander Bucher at that time, but | did

later. He said, had the truth about thieerty been known when it happened,

that he was convinced that tReeblowould not have been in that danger, that

the powers that be in DOD [ Department
close to capture. He said the lessons otiherty should have been pash

through the chain of command and alerted Bucher, as captain Pdi¢idg

exactly what happened to théerty, and therefore, to be very watchful.

DePue: The next event, right at the end of January, is the beginning of the Tet holiday
season in Vietma and the beginning this year, in 1968, of the Tet Offensive.
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Do you remember your reaction to the Tet Offensive? And, seeing this major
uprising by the Viet Cong in South Vietnam and attacks on Hue and other
cities, your impression of how the war was gpat that time?

| &m sure that | have a book here, whic
about Vietnam and did about it. My recollection may be faulty, but to me, it

was the tipping point. It just showed that we had no chance, even by

increagng personnel thefe putting people, more people into badtlehat

wedd made a big mistake making war t he

| 6m sure youodve heard this stated over
that militarily, the United States,om, won in a big way. The Viet Cong were
decimated. The North Viethamese were stopped. We were victorious. Your

reaction to that?

|l didnodét believe it. 't took an enor mo
that led LBJ to ask for anotheuidred thousand troops, something like that.
This looked to me like it was a hopeless battle.

The next eventeéldm not sure of the dat
Johnson declares that he will not be running for reelection.

[directed to another person in the room] Are you leaving us?

| am.

Bye-bye.

That Johnson will not be running for reelection. Was that a surprise to you?

|l dondt know. I probably had mixed fee
given up. He could have been elected, | think. I think he could have been.

This would have been in primary season for the Republicans, as well. Who,
during the primary, were you supporting in the Republican side?

't was 0667.
Thiswaul d have been early 068.

Sixty-eight, Nelson Rockefeller, yeah. And | was sure he would find a way to
shut the war down.

More confident than you were in Nixonbo
Oh yes, yes.

April 4th, 1968 we 6 v e boatthiselttled but t hat 6s t he d
Luther King was assassinated. We talked before about your decision to
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advocate that he be buried in Arlington Cemetery. Your initial gut reaction
when you heard that news, though, what was that?

| had never met him. | had heard a lot of derisive comments about him, his
behavior, private |ife. I didndot reald]
had made on the world. I didnodot see hi
would cause a tremendous uplial in the black community. They would

have lost their king, their savior.

Were you repulsed by the explosion of violence that happened out of that?

| was very troubled by it, because it was right next door. It came pretty close

toCapitoHi I | . Wasndét this the burning of \
|l 6m sure there was rioting in Washingt
maj or cities: Chicago, | would i magine

sure about St. Louis, but Washiogt D.C. would certainly have been one of
the places.

Washington had a lot of looting, great violence. And during that period, | have
to salute my staff leader, Bob Wichser. He lived on Capitol Hill with his wife,
Pat. They decided to do some nwntg of young blacks in the nearby
community. And he got a couple other staff members from my staff to spend
evenings tutoring kids that were victims of the horror of the neighborhoods.
Many of them continued to be under that good influence of Wichsehniand
team for at least two years after that. He saw the necessity for the white
community to really put their arms around the blacks and start at lower ages.

One of the young men that he tutored became a member of my staff
after that. We all loved him. Hgas a good worker. He had a routine staff job
for a while. Then he was determined to be on his own. He learned to be an
electrician, became a licensed electrician, got married, had a handicapped
child born. I talked ¢t orieidiTiestafbout a ye
followed him through school. | think he wound up as valedictorian of the
black school he attended, high school. All my team went to attend that, and |
think | did, too. That was a byproduct of Martin Luther King.

The next major even, in 668, would have been, ce¢
season for both Republicans and Democrats, in particular, the Democrats.

June 5th, though, is the night that Robert Kennedy was assassinated, right

after the California primary victory.

twas a big surprise, a shock similar to
services for him, too. | never really liked Bobby as well as | liked the other
t wo brothers. I didndét have a close re

it was on the plus side.dHwvas very congenial and thoughtful, listened when |
talked. Now, Bobby always impressed me as sort of a smgided
prosecutor , not much of a touch of hun
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A

mi ssed it. |l Om su
would have been e
been a good leader too, | believe.

rrifc xampaige. e b e c a
I

it S
cted president, n

O C

| think that the way the news media was portraying this incident is that they

were asking t hems el artiekuther RidgoRolmert F. Kenne
Kennedy, whatés wrong with America?o V
it was portrayed?

Il didndt see it those ter ms. I thought
violence. | was afraid we were inadespe@mter i od, i n which t he
of violence on the street indefinitely, and the rule of law would be lost. So, |

guess | did see it that way.

Well then, you certainly must have been discouraged by what you saw coming
out of Chicago in the DemocratConvention in August.

It was a shock for the political system. George McGovern. | did not really

know George McGovern at that time. | knew that he had made what | thought

was rather outlandish promises, in the way of benefits, if elected.damé

to know him after that and know him we
George McGovern, in which he complimented me highly on what | was

attempting in the Middle East.

But are you one election ahead of us, because he was the candb2ie.i
Humphrey got the nod in 1968.

Humphrey did. Yeah, t hattwos andg hdt6.8,Thlat
them up.

But the violence going on outside the convention hall was the thing that was
garnering all of the attention.

Yeah, that troubled me greatly, At he s
Stevenson called them.

Are you more critical, then, of the way the Chicago police responded to that,
than the protestors, themselves?

Well, I know that police have tguard against an overwhelming rebellion, but
the reaction | have today was that it

How about the Chicago Seven? Did that get gnawing in your gut, as well?
l 6m a |itdle murky, but

Some would say th€hicago Seven got the reaction from the Chicago police
that they were wanting to get.
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Could well have been. |l didndét want th
described it, to take over, but | also recognize the need for protest movements.
Iddn 6t approve of some of the things th
they were all a bunch of bad people, becausg(i ghs) | guess | d
any answers.

|l tds interesting that Hubert Humphr
lost, Nixon wrote a longhandwritten note to his friend, Hubert. | was
impressed by that. Then, Hubert and | became friends. | never imagined that
would happen, but it did. We were brought together in my endeavor to end
famine, world food supply challenge, which is still with us.

Famine in what country, again?

| was the author of the Title 12 amendment to the Foreign Assistance Act,
which gave land grant universities mejear contract authority to try to

improve the food production of poor countries. Hubert Hurepihelped me

every step of the way. It became known as the FirHlemphrey bill that had

the biggest majority that any foreign assistance act ever received in the House
of Representatives. It was a shioapamazing.

| could remember days when they wotrdgto get Nelson Rockefeller,
then governor of New York, to make a few phone calls to get a foreign aid bill
through the House. They were always difficult to pass. Yet, this one that
Humphrey and | put together got this big majority. But we were tyimgtd
the land grant university experience, here in this country, and trying to apply
that same technique to other countries.

McGovern and | became very controversial, after | left the House. He
and | came together in the same cause. He was drawn énsothalled Arab

side of the equation, and we got well
takes.
|l think our next session, wedre going

issue. Continuing on with 1968, about the same timeframe, at thd end o

August, the Soviet tanks came driving into Prague, Czechoslovakia, to crush
what they called the APrague Spring,o
connected to the communist party to establish a new kind of government in
Czechoslovakia. That wascrusihe t he Soviets in August

Il n August of 0668.

Agai n, if these arendét ringing a bell
about it, thatodés fine. We can move on.
August of 668, | ke was i n hafsf iwaes. O0NG®,.
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LBJ is still president. This is right after the Democratic Convention. So,

what 6s going on politically in the Uni
foreign policy issues at the time. Con
the generkelection, were you a supporter of your Republican candidate, of

Nixon versus Humphrey?

Yes.

Do you remember any challenges in your own campaign that year?

Il do not. | have to plead guilty. | ha
remember a contest in 0668 that invol ve
Rockefellerds effort to get nominated.
attempt . Did he try in 6727? | donb6t th

Let 6s f i ni sibnfowyou, thentManchsof 1§69,eysutdecided,
apparently, to do something else that would shake people up in Congress and
that was to enter the names of all of those who had been killed in the Vietham
War in the Congressional record. What led to thatsiee?

It was an effort to dramatize the price we were paying. | thife
Magaziné | t hink it still was going.

Yes.

| think they published an issue that had small pictures of all the war dead for a
period of a week or something.

| think it was a week, yeah.

| thought it would probably be controversial, but | thought it would be a very
dramatic, indelible message to the American people as to the enormous human

cost of Vietnam. | thought | could easily get the listref war dead names,

servic®d Army, Marine Corp, et cetedaand home towns and get them all
printed in the record. | didndét know h
space it would take. |l dondt believe a
expanded notionf unanimous consent of request. But, at the end of business

one day, | asked unanimous consent to introduce the list, which was a box of
computer pages, and no one was there to object. So, they spent all night and

part of the next day, coming out withathissue of the record. It caused some
consternation. People were wondering,
up, by that request.

Oh, backing it up a little bit, when | first made my request to DOD for
the listing, one of my neighbayswhose nameseapes ni& out in Falls
Church, Virginia, he knew me as a neighbor in the general area. He was there
as one of the custodians of swuch recor
to talk to you as a private peerson, n o
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serious mistake for you to publish the
being mean. He was actwually trying to
agree with him, and | told him that | appreciated his thoughts, and | just felt

I t 0s v er grthe Anpeocantpeoplé to Know what is really happening

to our population. He made no further comment. | got the list and finally got
permission to have it in. | know it held up the printing of the record, because |

think it took over 130 pages just to pish the names.

Now, some people were outraged that | had done it. They thought this
was political use of a terrible death toll. But it became very popular, not just
by people protesting against the war, but by individuals who wanted to have a
copy of tre Congressional record that listed their child as one of the war dead.
Il hadndét realized that there would be
that issue to supply the requests. But it also was used heavily in war protest
movements. They would uge Sometimes they had caskets they would carry
across the stage and give a name to the casket, and they would read from my
record issue the names. | know that that issue, the record, was a major
influence. | think it helped shorten the war.

DePue: So,yowre proud of having done that.
Findley: Oh, yes. In fact, | think that issue may possibly have been an inspiration to the
Vietnam War Memorial. Il dondt know of

names of all the casualties.

DePue: The Vietham War Memorias, of course, arranged by the first death,
chronologically, to the last death. Was your listing a chronological listing or
an alphabetical listing?

Findley: Il think ités chronological, because th
before all the wadead occurred.

DePue: That 6s probably a pretty good place fo
already been at this for more than two hours.

Findley: (laughs) 1 didnét know t hat.

DePue: Il think, the next session wvwebablegetgot mo
much more into the issue of the Middl e

looking forward to that. Thank you very much Congressman.

Interview with Paul Findley

# 1S A-L-2013002.05
Interview #5: March 11, 2013
Interviewer: Mark DePue
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The following material can be used for educational and other noltommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useo criteria of Section 107 of the Ci
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from the AudieVisual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, lllinois 62701.
Telephone (217)7857955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preserve the informal, conversational style that is inherenicin kistorical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today isMonday, March 11, 2013. My name isMar De Pu e . Il 6dm t he
of Or al Hi story with the Abraham Linco
Jacksonville. To be precise, I 6m at |1

table from Congressman Paul Findley. Good morning, sir.
Findley: Good moning.

DePue: |l tdéds been a | ittle while since we | ast
and we keep moving along, trying to record it, as well.

Findley: My recollection has probably changed in one week, too. (both laugh)

DePue: What | wanted to do t@y is start with, not necessarily some specific events,
but to have you tell us about your Con
general question. How many people were you authorized to have on your
staff?

Findley: When | first went there, there was dldplimit on the total staff. | think there

probably still is. They had sort of a Mickey Mouse system, though. Seven

thousand dollars was the biggest salary | could give, but that translated into
about fourteen thousand. hyitwasthdatway,hat st
but there was probably a long history. | always maintained a full staff in the

district, Springfield, usually. For a while, it was Quincy. | could not have been

more fortunate in the people | got.

The standout man is Steven Jones, pri#s@ very popular, successful
trial | awyer in Okl ahoma. He defended
never backs away from controversy. With a smile, he always tells me to stay
away from controversy, and | never did. He heard me speak at a political
gahering, sponsored at the University of Illinois, for up and coming leaders of
the Republican Party. | spoke, and he heard me. After that, he looked me up. |
told him, AWell, when youbére hunting f
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employment briefly on the Hil , withéwho was secretary
awful.

DePue: Are you talking recently?

Findley: Yeah, yeah, under Nixon.

DePue: Was it Laird?

Findley: Laird started, but it became a very yo

DePue: Donald Rumsfeld.

Findley: Yeah. He worked for Daald Rumsfeld for a couple of months. Then, he got

the idea that maybe my staff would be more interesting. So, he let me know,
and | had the leadership spot open at the right time. He served with me for a
number of years, decided he ought to get into\afwilaw practice and

opened an office. Then he got lonesome and came back.

During the trial of Richard Nixon, he took a leave from his law office
and came fultime to help me design and carry out an effort to substitute
censure for impeachment. We caav&fully close, | think. Had Nixon not said
one more statement about his own relationship with the CIA, we could have
won censure, and | think the country w
happen. But, anyhow, Steven Jones was always coming up whhret
formulated ideas for action.

DePue: Was he based in Washington, D.C.?

Findley: Oh, he spent all of his time on my staff, although he had such a keen interest
in politics that he showed up back in the home district a few times. | have a
photograplof him marching in a parade in Quincy, lllinois. Inspired by Abe
Lincoln, everybody was carrying a big,
down Main Street in Quincy. We did it two different Saturdays during that
campaign. Steve was present for one efrth

| still talk to him. He has been the most loyal friend anybody could
ever ask for, through the years, still is. So, he was at the top of the heap. He
was a good leader. He chose personnel very carefully. When he stepped out
for a while, Bob Wichser wsaone of his admirers. Bob was seeking a job on
the Hill. W-i-c-h-s-e-r.

Bob took his place. Bob was not the brilliant idea man, but he was a
steady, thoughtful guy that kept things going. For example, it was Bob
Wichser who kept after me to do somethabout my constituent, locked up
in south Yemen. I f it hadndét been for
But , Bob wouldnét | et me forget it. He
very well, and he loved every minute. He was probably a better mamiager
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the personnel than Steve Jones. Jones was deep in big ideas and writing them
himself. Bob was more of the leader, administrator.

The staff, | have to admit, was too big, but the temptation to have extra
help is irresistible. The money was there, aadfilled every slot. We had to
have a division between Springfield and D.C. The bigger staff, by far, was in

D.C.
DePue: How many people altogether, roughly?
Findley: A dozen, maybe, sometimes thirteen or fourteen. We had a reunion of the

Findley Trail Rders last June, and three of my secretaries from D.C. showed
up for it. Two of them were there, almost from the day | started in the House,
until the very end. The third one was there most of that time. | had great
loyalty, very little turnover. There wera few bad apples that turned up. We
just had to get rid of them. But, for the most part, we had a stellar gang that
really believed in what | was doing.

DePue: Who was your top political adviser?
Findley: It was, | would say, always Steve Jones, if he Weere. Bob Wichser would
be next in line. Don Norton, head of the Springfield staff, most of the time. He
had a brief tenure on the Hill, headin

last long. He liked it better back in lllinois, so | wanted him béeke.

DePue: Did you tend to take your own political advice, more so that some of your
staff?
Findley: Yes. If Bob thought | was on the wrong track, or Steve, they would argue with

me and talk me out of it, usually. It was a good relationship.

DePue: It sounds like, though, just listening to you talk, that the staff and you,
personally, were much more in tune with policy issues and what was going on
the floor of the House, than you were about political maneuvering.

Findley: Wel | , St eve wadnoomgergat anenp dtaif, ohan he wWateda
big memo, arguing why | should run for governor, a pretty persuasive case. |
was the star of the Republican Party f

statewide job. | preferred the closer relationship Wes possible with
constituents. Maybe | could have been nominated to be governor or U.S.
senator, but | didnét want either, and

DePue: Ok avy, |l et 6s get back to those policy i
When we left last timeyou had talked quite a bit about the Vietham War,
about the release of all the names that eventually got onto the Vietnam
Memorial. But | wanted to switch now into the Richard Nixon years and to get
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your views about what Nixon was trying to do, firstadif with
Vietnamizatiofi? and then with negotiations with the North Vietnamese.

He wanted us out of Vietnam. Il dondot t
that Vietnamization was a good idea, but at that stage, it seemed like one that
wouldenabe our troops to get out with fl a
happen that way, though. The last remnants were lifted by helicopter off the

top of the embassy building in Ho Chi Minh City. It was a dreary experience,

almost from the beginning.

At the outset, when Jack Kennedy converted about two thousand men,
who were there as advisors, into a combat unit, | thought it was winnable. |
just didndéot know much about it. My tho
ought to do all we could to bring victoryasosa as we coul d. I di
bombing it back to the Stone Age, that one of the famous generals advised.

Thatwould be Curtis LeMay.

Yeah. Il remember when he told a small
do, bomb them back to the 8®Age. So much for human beings.

Very swiftly, |1 became convinced th
woul dndét put in the manpower, the [|ive
and |I shifted i mmediately to trd to br

be.

One time, | introduced three bills. One of them approved the policies
in Vietnam that were then in force. The other one favored swift withdrawal.
The third one favored adding more military punch to get a victory. It was kind
of a silly idea to havéhree different bills introduced, but I did it. | was hoping
that that might cause the Foreign Affairs Committee to hold hearings on what
we should do in Vietnam. We never, at any point, really came to grips with
that basic question. We finally used a eathndirect device of shutting off
funding. We never faced up to whether we should declare a war, and really go
to bat, or to get out.

| know that Lyndon Johnson, hims&lfrom what | understard really

wanted to avoid that discussion. And thatwasonr eason he di dnot
National Guard and Reserve mobilized, because that would put it right back in

the lap of Congress to discuss it.

He got the Tonkin Gulf Resolution, which satisfied him that the final word
had been stated by the Congreéessupport what he was doing. It never
mentioned declaration of war, as required in the Constitution. | have a bound

52a U.S. policy during the Vietnam War of giving the South Viethamese governmentsigdligrior carrying
on the war, so as to allow for thMthdrawal of American troops.
dictionary.reference.com/browse/vietnamization
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volume here that is full of my role in the Vietham War, from start to finish,

and a lot of bills that | introduced, a lot of speecheavieg My biggest single

step was putting the list of the war dead in a single issue of the Congressional
Record, which became a very important item for the protest movement. They
would read from that list, endlessly, at some of the meetings. They would
havecaskets with names on them that they got from that.

DePue: Yeah, we talked about that quite a bit last session.
Findley: Yeah, okay.
DePue: So, thatés why I wanted to kind of foc

about his efforts at the peace table.

Findley: Let me back up a little bit. Steven Jones, did | mention that he was a
researcher for Nixon?

DePue: No.
Findley: Nixon, after the California debacle, moved to New York and began planning
his presidential race. He hired two researchers. One wf Was Steven Jones.

I dondt know who the other one was. Th
Nixon. He never gave up on him. He was his friend, supporter to the very end.

He thought that Nixon hadndét done anyt
some otkr presidents. He just got caught. So, he had great sympathy for

Nixon.

| guess I did, too. | always liked Nixon. He never turned me down on
anything that | asked for. He would send me complimentary little notes quite
often.

| can remember the day whewas defeated. He was, by then, out of
office. | had written a little note to him when his wife died. | knew her very
well. I was around Nixon as much, even more than | was around Jimmy
Carter. So, I was an admir erféerdiogt of hi
underlings who had made bad decisions.

DePue: | want to return to the Watergate situation, but before we get there, many of
the things that Nixon was doiéigand | think this is part of his attempt to
figure out a way to get peace in Vietnardealt with his détente with the
Soviet Union and China. | wonder if you can reflect on those, because, by this
time in your Congressional <career, you
foreign affairs.

Findley: Sure.

DePue: So, | et 6 s st ar t Dowoutthink His liétentS efforts, eebichingn i o n .
out to Soviet Union, was at the right time? Was that a courageous thing to do?
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Yes, I do, and he made great progress.
timetable.
Yeah, I donodt atesottheltrip tothé $oviet Pnéocarthe ¢ d

details of that negotiation.

He told me, on one occasion, that he felt that in dealing with the head of state,
always be courteous and respectful of the position in public. Save the punches,
thehardpuohes, for private discussion. He
all the way through, but quite often, he did. I think he was pretty tough in
negotiating with the Soviet leaders, during that period.

Il didndét pretend to kntewpeaxeer yt hing
conference, for example, that involved Nixon. My assistant, Steve Jones, to
this day, believes that Nixon was close to a good deal with North Vietham,
when finally, in desperation, the Cong
broughtittoanend I n f act , | express Steveds Vv

| think maybe 1 told you my impression of Nixon as a human being.
He seemed almost furtive when he was with a group of people, even
Republicans. He wasnodot at ease with an
ease, that | experienced, was when | was in his office, talking to him. There
were a couple of staffers there, but he was completely at ease.

| had been active in the Atlantic Council, the parliamentary group. One
day, | went in to talk to him about NIZO policy. | told him that Ike had told
me, sometime before, that all we needed was one division in Europe. We
didndét need four, which is what we had
and he agreed. He saw the merit to the budget and cutting begksan
showing the flag with one division was enough.

He endorsed, on paper, the concept
up here. The day he signed that letter was the day he first learned about the
breakin at Watergate, so he had a lot of thiogshis mind. But still, he
became the first president, in a public document, to support international
federation, which really warmed my heart, because that was one of the reasons
| ran for Congress in the first place. | was hoping to be able to take sidpw/
toward that goal.

Il n that respect, then, you wouldndét cl
means.
No, and he wasnoét . He was tagged that

He proposed the Family Assistance Act. Do you rementiag? it was a
remarkable, simple family assistance plan. Every year, the federal
government, under this plan, would determine the income of each family and
measure that against the poverty line and provide a grant sufficient to bring

t hat f ami boyedthe paverty lioenasimgple idea, one check a year.
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't didndt get to the first base. | tho
effective system. But he got no credit for it. What could be moreetarhing
than supporting international federation?

DeRue: Well, on a different side of Richard Nixérand this goes back to Vietham
and trying to figure out how to win that war, at least have some honor when
the United States withdra@sin May of 1970, the administration decided
they needed to launch an invasimto Cambodia.

Findley: |l didnot I|ike it, and there was a tren
especially by veterans that had come back from Vietnam. They marched in
Washington quite a bit. They occupied the Mall. My wife and | went out to
the Mallone evening and sat with them and listened.

Congress, for some reason, the | ead
fit to organize a hearing, where these young people could sound off and get
some attention. So, | organized one on the House side. | @addperation
of Dr. Morgar® who was then the chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Committe® mainly because his chief of staff, Boyd Crawford, | had known
since right after we came out of World War 1. We had been friends. He
handled things so that the recordiudse hearings, those ad hoc hearings,
became official documents of the Foreign Affairs Committee, even though the
committee, itself, never lifted a finger to provide the secretarial support and all
that. It was a good move on my part. | thought it turmetvery well.

We had two solid days of hearings, and they were orderly. Some of
them came in wearing caps and wanting to lie on the floor and that sort of
thing, but they finally straightened up and behaved properly. They had their
day, and | think it hiped to take the steam out of that movement. Several
Democrats, includingrascell, a senior Democrat, cooperated with me.

DePue: What was the last name?

Findley: F-a-s-c-e-lI-l. He was, later, chairman of the committee. Dante is his first
name. H e &.<Cantbeda @vas the burning issue then. | think the
country was pretty unified against it. | was against it. My little contribution to
the cause was that two days of hearings.

DePue: What was your reaction to the news about Kent State, which is a retaction
the invasion of Cambodia?

Findley: Well, there was violence that was | eth
we should try to stamp out all protests. It was a major event in the wind down
of the war, just like my listing of war dead that had eafjimpact. They
reprinted that issue of the Congressional Record, in order to supply the
requests of members whose constituents wanted a copy. Some people thought
it was so disgraceful to have a publication like that, it ought to be prohibited.
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But, as itturned out, most families were pleased to have that recognition of
service.

| want to turn attention now to China, and specifically, to what Nixon was
trying to do with détente with China. But, even before that, | was surprised to
read that May, 187, you actually proposed normal diplomatic relations with
China?

| proposed that, as a preparation to normalization, we begin dealing in food. |

did that at Harvard. The Ripon Society, which is a grodplajuess they still

exis of sort of libeal Republicans, arranged a meeting for me in Harvard. |

was immediately condemned by tB&ate Journat Register | remember the
headline of the top editorial that day
amazement, though, tiBaltimore Surwrote an editorig praising me for it.

| 6d never t al k®udbutteeysamepdwaat the idea that ith e

was a good move.

To put this into context, wasnodét this
advocating that we should not be assisting counthnetswere sending
weapons and sending munitions to North Vietham?

| made a distinction between China and Vietnam, and maybe the distinction is

pretty thin, but | didnét know. As | on
ought to do all we aald to defend them. But, | also thought we ought to do all

we could to get them out. So, | didnot
nor malize relations with China. Il n fac

Vietnam, but | would have, had | stalythere in Congress long enough to
make it timely.

Wel | |, |l 6m going to press the point a |
to provide food for China and not for, | think, Yugoslavia or Hungary or some
of the Eastern Bloc countries?

dence that China was

di dnot have evi
not know about it . So, I

I
but | just did

Obviously, newspapers like ti8pringfield Journal Registed i d né6t shar e
that view?

No, they thought that China, being a communist state, was the enemy. | was
beginning to realize that the communist label was one that ought to be
examined pretty carefully. It meant different things, depending on whether it
was Yugoslavia or Vietham @hina or Russia.

Sixtseven, wasnét that the time period
was going on in China?
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It was. It was a big upheaval, and one that was very radical, as | found when |

finally had a trip to China and was abtefind out more details. But | was

wading into a controversial field. | also felt it made no sense for us not to have
relations with one of the greatest nations on earth. | agreed with Churchill

when he said that, when we asseaningae é He s
convenience, not conveying a compliment, and | felt the same way.

Was that the time period, wedd already
Certainly, we were partners in World War 11, but did we also have relations
with alloftheEast er n Bl oc countries at that t

We probably did. Of course, there were two Chinas. One \wangKai-
shekChina; the other walao [Tsetung] China. They were quite different.

By the time | made my recommendatid@nyas almost laughable to think that
the Chinese on Taiwan or Formosa would ever launch an assault on the
mainland. There might have been a time when it might have worked, but that
was long past.

But the Chinese who were in the United Nations,Ghaese that sat on the
Security Council, were the nationalist Chinese.

That 6s right. They didnét deserve to b
was made to shift their membership to
But just in terms belectoraldynamics thameans that any proposals that we

saw in the United States6 best interes
Security Council. Wouldnoét that be tru
Well, it brings up the whole subject of the UN, which is flawed.

The United Nations is flawed?

Yes. Il tés better than nothing, but ito
been dispensed with long ago.

It ought to be a straight up vote, a Democratic vote? This is a complex subject
thatlwadedino, and | didndét necessarily mea
It is, yeah.

| did it anyway.

|l dondédt think we should attempt to con
useful the way it is, but we canb6t exp
security.We have never armed the Secretary General with any military forces,

as Winston Churchill at Fulton recommended. He thought that the Secretary

General ought to have fighter plane squadrons that he could order to a

troubled spot on his own decision, a véagreaching idea, one of several that
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Churchill had in that speech. The publicity about the speech related to the Iron
Curtain and nothing else, but it was full of very thoughtful ideas, | thought. |
thought that we ought to try to get a federation withen membership of the

UN. But, to try to convert the UN into anything resembling a democracy or a
republic, was just futile. It would destroy it.

DePue: What were your views, at the time, about recognition for Cuba, something that
still hasndét occurred?

Findley: | should have been more active on that front. | tried to see Arafat in Cuba one
day, because 1 6d never met hi m. | aske

Committee to approve a trip that | would take there for that purpose, to meet
with Arafat n Cuba. It kicked up such a storm that the leadership of the
committee, Clem Zabloc#i usually my friend on everythidgwas upset

about it. | finally gave up, when | learned that Arafat was about to leave Cuba.
But it was part of my endeavor to open chanmeth all important political
centers, no matter who it was.

DePue: Does that mean that you are on record as advocating that the United States
should recognize Cuba?

Findley: | 6m not sure whether | was or not. Il s
theex-governor of lllinois, for speaking up for normalization with Cuba and
also for opposing the death penalty. | thought he really deserved good marks
for those two deeds, but not for other things.

DePue: Well, we digressed from the original question, which s about Chi na.
perfectly all right. | know you took a trip, fairly early on, to China, as well.
Maybe it wasnét that early.

Findley: When Nixon became president, | think it was about the time that | went to

Harvard to speak to the Ripon Society.
DePue: That would have been before he became

Findley: It was. So, it was well in advance of
letter to Kissinger the minute he became his national security advisor, trying
to kindle hisinterest in some kind of a breakthrough with China. He thanked
me for my thoughtful letter, which is all | expected. | was always giving the
president or somebody in the cabinet a lot of advice that was unsolicited.

DePue: When did you make your trip tohtha?
Findley: It was O076.
DePue: So, this is after Nixon is already out of office.
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Findley: Yes, it was, indeed. There had been a congressional deléyanainly
people on the Ways and Means Comméteea d e a trip to Chi nce
guess, or four. They acilly had an interview, | believe, with Chairmitao.
He was incapacitated by the time we got there. We dealt with Deng Xiaoping,
who had quickly become Mr. China, a leader of great skill and foresight.
That 6s my vVvi ew. He opendirmoilllrd door i n
bl oodshed. Il didndét think that was pos
power, would be able to loosen up and have private property and competitive
mar kets and rapid growth and quite a b
greatyb Deng Xmatoaapsiepsg 0 s

DePue: Since you mentioned that, | want you to tell us about Captain Phillip Smith
and your efforts to get him released. How was he captured in the first place?
Letds start at the beginning.

Findley: He had navigation tuble at night. He thought he was going south. He was
going north.
DePue: He was flying a mission over North Viethnam?
Findley: Yes. He was in a fighter plane. He got over an island that was part of China
and was forced t o | amtelanding, bubhe@ds t hi nKk

immediately imprisoned and kept there for a long time. By the way, this is
when Steve Jones was on my staff. He took a keen interest in Smith, and so
did his family in Greene County.

| went to the Chinese embassy in Paris caneahd handed, through
the door, a letter to the Chinese government on behalf of clemency for Smith.
| made a summer initiative to the government of Poland that had links with

Chi na. I donét think any of those init
tried.
DePue: Did you have the approval of the State Department to be doing these, to

making these proposals?

Findley: |l dondt know. Not hing unusual about it
have.
DePue: Nothing unusual about it. You mean that thegressmen are going out and

pursuing, basically, what surmounts to diplomacy?

Findley: Well, probably not very many did, but I did. In fact, in respect to South
Vietnam, | worked closely with the State Department, and Henry Kissinger
gave me anice lettentat it was very useful. So, I
practice with China.

DePue: When was Captain Smith released, then?
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He was released, | believe, on the day that Nixon arrived in China, on the first
Nixon trip, or it might have been a day o later, but it was connected with

that directly. He was not released to their care. He was taken to the border of
Hong Kong and released there. That was a big relief. | thought he was a goner.
| really did. | thought China was such an immense coumaypaobably had

all kinds of incidents like this, and this would be skipped over. But they
apparently were at a point when they wanted to do something that was

friendly to the United States, just as south Yemen wanted to do something
friendly to the UnitedStates when it got a prisoner out.

And, i f you donodét mind, wedll talk abo
your impressions of your trip to China, of the country, itself, and of the people
that you met there.

| was astounded at tledeanliness of the country, of the disciplined character

of the people. They had been effectively isolated from the outside world. We

were sort of like prize animals at a county fair. When we would drive past,
theredd be 1 mmense cthreewrdar ddep,alhalonghe si d
the line.

Lucille and | wandered in a department store one day, and she opened
her purse to get something out, and all these faces suddenly got over. They
wanted to see what was inside her purse. They had great curiasitytid
western world.

| made good friends at the Chinese embassy, immediately. For some
reason, I dondét believe there were oth

This would have occurred on that trip

No, not that swiftly. When ty established a liaison office in Washingion

they didnoét calll it an ambadtheasthibr , | us
there was elated at my courtesy and cooperation on small things. They never

forgot me.

This sounds like the time periaebuld have been still during the Nixon
administration, when you first reached out to go to the office that the Chinese
had in Washington, D.C.? Was that still during the Nixon years?

| wish | had my timeline. | might be able to answer these bétteéhe wake
of my experience with the Ripon Society in Harvard and the great professor at
Harvard who was the expert on the Cldina

Fairbanks?
Yeah, Fairbanks. Steve did a terrific job of preparing me for that Harvard

speech. HegotFairhak s t o i nvite both of us to b
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prepared one morning. (laughs) But | never had any doubts about the
importance of direct diplomatic relations with China.

Ok ay, |l et 6s get back to Vi etbiaun. I 6m k
the war, as it reached its conclusion, the peace talks were going on, and the

peace talks bogged down. Then, Nixon made the decision just to kind of move
things forward, we had to bomb Hanoi, bomb the north, a massive bombing
campaign to push theover the edge to get to the peace agreement. Did you

think that was an appropriate move on his part?

Well, Steve Jones believea nd | candtd hebefjevesthavi t h  hi m
Nixon was very close to a dignified settlement in Vietnam in Paris.dgyue

that, possibly, he could have avoided the embarrassment of our departure and,
perhaps, the safety of a lot of Viethamese, who maybe were slaughtered or
drowned or |l eft on boat s. I dm not doin
little hazy about it all.

Okay, how about this one? Sevetlyee, the withdrawal is basically

complete. We hand over South Vietnam t
still a presence there, obviously. But
North Vietnamese and the &tiCong in the south. At that point in time,

thereds a |l ot of clamoring for giving

There was a decision, | believe, to not fund any more military operations at
Vietnam.

That 6s right . Th adrNiwmaa Pasas. The dedisiorcoa | mo me
shutting down the money may have been a wrong one, but | endorsed it. | was
glad to see it happen, because | knew
So, even in 0675, when the wheupmrtcountr
of more aid?

No.

And, of course, South Vietnam falls in

pictures come out of that.

It was a miserable time. | was miserable every day and all day, because | was
getting word of woundegdeople from my district, of deaths, of funerals. A lot
of communities were planting trees as memorials to war dead, and | would
always be there to take part. So, it was always right at the doorstep, and it was

a downhill path. There was no hope for betteat y s . I didndét bel.
talk about a light at the end of the tunnel, you know, McNamara talking about

it. The manél dondét know whet her shoot
his own admission in his memoirs, had said, long before he steppéda:out

knew it couldndét be won.
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DePue: Let 6s talk about a very related issue,
the passage of the War Powers Act in 1973. So, this would have been going at
the same time we finally think we are ending our involvemeNkftietnam.

Findley: |l dondt believe we thought we were at
think so. But maybe you can prove, fr

DePue: | did want to read a passage hereénot
you wereinvolved with this, you were saying that you wanted to ensure that
two things were coming out of that Wa

things, then, I 61 | kind of turn it ov
one, Aér equi r e dwriden potifioation by,the dresidemtitd e d
Congress, whenever a decision was mad
second, i nsistence that the War Power
by concurrent resolution, to require the termination of anjfaryloperations
undertaken by the president, without

Findley: Yes.

DePue: So, i n ot her words, the president act

coming to Congress.
Findley: That 6s r i ght . mhjorcotebutiores tod¢he Wigr PdwaroAct.

DePue: Where was the War Powers Act originating? Did it spring out of both the
House and the Senate?

Findley: If my earliest version was not the first on the Hill, it was very close to it. It
may have been the dit. It was, as | recall, a requirement of prompt reporting
on what was done, which was quite an advance, because there was no such
thing required in the past. And, by the way, it has fallen into nothingness
since.

| checked with the Library of Congress/eeal years ago, and the
reporting, by the president, within twerfyur hours, to the Congress, has
been occurring, | think, religiously. But, guess what they do with the reports.
They bundle them and forward them | at

DePue: Y o u Gakimrg about the executive branch.

Findley: Yeah. Wel |, ités the |l egislative branc
reports. They just let somebody at the Library of Congress bundle them.

DePue: So, the legislative branch is receiving the reporttbite y 6r e not di st
Findley: Yeah. That always is the weak link in the war powers chain. Congress wants
the rol e, but they dondét want it very
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the burden, make the decisions, so they can take a pot ot afterwards.
That 6s human natur e.

In 1973, when this is being discussed heatedly in Congress, what is your role?
Youbre a member of the Foreign Affairs

Yes, and the committee that drafted the language, subcommittee.
Who took the lead in drafting the language in the House?

| think Clem Zablocki was chairman of that subcommittee, as well as

chairman of the full committee. He was much more cautious than I.
Consultation really ne\tehngfordto accus . |  su
effectively, sometimes.

When you say consultation, you mean the president reaching out?

Between the president and the Congress. But here, the War Powers Act

requires the report within twenfgur hours, inwritingand Congr ess do
do a damn thing with it. They dondét me
the War Powers.

And, i f | might, thereds not many thin
time, have agreed on, but, | think, they all have agtieatthe
constitutionality of the War Powers Act is questionable.

They all say it is, but, so far, theyb?o
instance, but most of the big ones. For example, when we went into the Gulf
War to rescue Kuwait, there wa very good debate over that in both the

Houseéwell, certainly in the House. Th
remember Tom, the speaker, Tom from Or
|l was thinking Fol ey, but thatoés not w

He was speakernd he spoke against it. But, nevertheless, the vote was for,
by just a few votes. It was the way the War Powers Act should function, and it
did function that shomel dNow diweot né Go

No, go ahead.

When Lincoln wasn the House, he took a very strong position on war
powers. He said that our founders made it absolutely clear that one person
could not start a war by himself. There had to be a vote of Congress for [an]

act of war. He sai d, Ilfaythatsvel,tieho ar gue
president needs flexibility. He can sa
Canadab6s apt to attack wus,' and we nee
sai d, Al f that policy is adopted, cons
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type of executive decisiema ki ng. 0 Thereds none, just
drones. The president takes care of it all by himself, decides who gets killed.

It 6s a topic of public discussion right
staged one of thrarest events in American politics, with a filibuster, where

there was an ahight discussion about whether or not drones could be used

on American citizens.

Against U.S. <citizens, here. And they
beusehnypl ace. Theyore dangerous. When t
we ought to outlaw them, never touch them.

And the whole discussion of war powers in the pafsirld War 1l era is
greatly complicated, because we now live in a nuclear age, aliwkevie an
age of terrorist activities.

JFK was president in the nuclear age. Now, | remember listening to the Air
Force general who was thédme SACEUR [Supreme Allied Commander
Europe],the head of NATO, and had his finger on the nuclear aresap]FK

said that the NATO commander was fully informed on his discretion in using
the nuclear weapon to defend the country.

That would have been during the Cuban Missile Crisis?
Yes. Well, it would have been close to it, yeah.

Yeah Wedre going to switch gears entire
timeframe of 1973. So, Richard Nixon i
Vietnam War tailing down, but still very much in the news. The news about
Watergate is percolating up, and in Qmér 6, 1973, the Yom Kippur War

begins.

The what?
Yom Kippur.
Oh, the Yom Kippur, 673, and the gas |
|l thought that was in Carterdds year s,
Seventythree.

Yeah, thatvould have been the oil boycott, the first time.

Yeah, thatoés what | meant .
Yes, youbre actwually right.
Cars | ined up at every gas stationél r
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Now, | know that a big part of your career, and in term®ign diplomacy,
I's going to deal with the Middle East.
the radar screen much for you.

No, no.
How about in 673? Did it catch your at

Il know it did. whadlwagdoinginmegction o it.tCaniyouk o f
give me a hint?

No, I canot , because | donot know t hat

Seventythree, we were still in Vietnam. That was paramount. Although, when
the Straits a¥

Hormuz?
Pardon?

The Straits of Hormuz?

Hor muz, no, not Hormuz. Thatods up in t
Oh yeah, I know which one youdre talki
The Strait§

The Sinai Peninsula, right next to the Gulf of Agaba
Yeah, yeah.

The straits leading out of that.

Yeah, thatoés it. I remember recommendi
[International Court of Justice] and agree in advance to atteepidgment of
the court, as twho was in chay e . Il n fact, I remember w

Saddam Hussein attacked Kuwait. | wrote a letter to my friend, on a private

basis. He was the vice chairman of foreign affairs in I[fag, Humam]

HamoodiHe 6 d been ambassador to Wdhathi ngt or
if you have some way to suggest to Saddam Hussein that he could become the
Hammurabi of the modern era, if he would agree to submit his claim to the oil

wells in dispute with Kuwait and accept, in advance, a decision of the world

court [ICJ], that heould emerge with flying colors, no matter how they ruled.

| never got a response from eudamoodi That was kind of a dangerous

thing for me to do, and it would have been extra dangerousaomodito

have recommended it to Saddam Hussein. But, tHihlow the world might
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have changed, had he taken that advice and let the court decide who owned
that.

One of the things that occurred after
wars in the Middle East tended to be, at that time. It looked likastgwing

very poorly for the Israelis, and Nixon made a decision, unilaterally, | believe,

to send a huge amount of equipment there.

That 6s right.
A lot of it was coming from Europe.

He saved | srael. | Gergone aown, mutitrwasal sr ael w
touchy time, and Nixon earned good marks with Israel for that act.

Did you agree with that decision, at the time?

Probably not, but | dondét believe | sa
remember.

Where wee your constituents, back in this district, on the whole issue of
Israel and the future of the Middle East, at the time?

Well, my constituency on the Arab side was almost zero. There was a man in
Pleasant Hill named Lyle Hayden. He and his wifd tadked to me about the
imbalance there that he thought was unfortunate. He had been called the

s hsilreeeves ambassadoro to | ran, becaus
steps to improve their land use and food producieaders Digedtad an

articltalm ut hi m. They ecsalleleevde sh iammboausrs afdsohri or
think, or in the Middle East. He was employed, | think, by the Near East

Foundation. Il dondt know whet her it st
at that point, a diplomat for the.8., but he encouraged me to take a look at
both sides. Thatodés about as far as he

someplace in the district, but | never heard of them. They never came to me. |
wasnodét trying to please constituents,

There werenodt that many Jewish people

The Jewish community in Springfield was quite organized and politically
active, very active. There was something of a Jewish community in Quincy,
but 1t was n 6 brgaaized, that lknew bftAll of thespristaél
activity came from the Jewish community in Springfield.

And yet, | would guess that, if you just went by population, it would be no
more than one or two percent of your district.

Oh, absolute y . ltéd be very smal/l
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So, how about all those farmers and the old style Republicans that you were
dealing with? What was their view on the subject?

Wel | , |l tried to inform them as to wha
persuaded man, but | dondt think | l ost many
doing in agriculture, and | guess they trusted me to do what | thought was best

in the Middle East.

So, that wasnot their overriding conce
No.

Wedbre gobngat & getot more about t he Mi
want to |l eave Richard Nixon in 1973 an
a little bit more. In the book, you started that whole discussion by talking

about Spiro Agnew and how, obviously, yoew e n 6t t oo enamor ed
Agnew as a vicgresident, it sounds like.

Il was astounded when he was chosen as
he behaved, | had less respect for him. | met with John B. Anderson, Ray
Humphrie® an old time Repuizan leader that | always got along with

welld and Matt Mathias, in a huddle one day. We were all distressed with the
prospect that Spiro Agnew would be the next nominee for president. None of

us liked the idea. We even talked about the need for a thirgl pat that was

the end of it. We never met again. We probably should have. But, of course,

Agnew rather quickly got into deep water dating from his tenure as executive
director of the state, |l guess youob6d c

He was governor of Marylahn

Baltimore, when he had been an executive director of Baltimore. | think that

was it. It wasnét | ong before he was u
Steve Jones suggested thisodnbt dondét t hi ndkbutdmager e was
a move on the bluse floor that would have forced a committee to take up the

political problem that his indictment posed to the country. It just struck me as
unthinkable that we might ha¥ethrough the action of Richard Nixon leaving

officed have a guy under indictment inet District Court in Baltimore for

transgressions and, at the same time, become president of the United States.

So, | did take one initiative on the House floor to stop him. | also wrote to

Elliott Richardson, who was then the attorney general, urgindhéheo

something about Agnew. | think there was some step he could have taken, but
his response was, AThe case is not suf
Agnew was not sufficient to justify removal from office. But those were two

little steps | bok.

You were never a fan of Spiro Agnew to begin with. Would it fair to say that
you were relieved when he got himself in such serious trouble?
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Well, | was relieved in a way, but | saw it as a peril to the good will and the
well-beingofhe government . ltds curious. He
doing.

Agnew did.

Agnew did. Yet, when | wrote my bookhey Dare to Speak Out: People and

l nstituti ons Co hefwrote a ketted andrcangratidated rhecob b y

my book. Hes ai d, Al 6d | i ke to see that prin
t here would be a big market for it.o F
the past, which surprised me.

What did you think about Gerald Ford, then, as the newiesident? Was
hethe right choice for Nixon?

Yes. And there was no dispute among Democrats. People were very

comfortable with his move up. He wasnboé
any initiatives that he made that | applaud, especially, although his demision

Ni xonds fat e, presi denmwhatawdsit2e xoner ati on
Now that you mention it, I dm trying to
clemency?

It 6s more than cl emency. He just wiped

also releved the draft dodgers of prosecution. | thought both steps were
excellent, but they were unpopular.

Excellent, because of what?

Because going the other way with prosecution would have been almost
endless. It would have gone on, maybe a@ouple of years. And during that
period, the country would be pretty well paralyzed.

That would be the focus of attention for everybody, then.
Yeah.

During the initial reports about Watergate, since it started as a campaign stunt,
that was coming out before Nixon is overwhelmingly reelected in 1972.

That 6s right. (chuckl es)

But itbdés 1973, when the case just keep
t hat extends into 674. Dur itegeentstbat | on
be in the front pages every single day
that news?
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Findley: |l thought it was very sad. Il didnot |
they were bad people. Now, Ehrlichman had been one of my contittien
was a graduate of Principia College in Elsah, lllinois, a Christian Scientist.
Heds the only Christian Scientist I ev
a bad actor, engaged in deceit, cewpr

|l didndét know Hal de manan, mtdwasel | as |
di sappointed in Nixonds reaction. He s
country and said, AThis is stupid, and

country would have forgiven him, and that would have been the end of it.

DePue: But, as ya explain very well in your book, for a long, long time, you thought
i mpeachment, which essentiallyéThatds
whether or not there is enough evidence to have the president tried in the
Senate.

Findley: Yeah.

DePue: You thoughtimpeachment was too far.

Findley: Because it would be a period of agony

believe that he had been any worse than some of his predecessors.

DePue: Did you just think that his people had done some very bad things, witlsout
knowledge, and it was just a matter of him trying to cover it up?

Findley: Some of his tapes would make you think otherwise. In my mind, | thought that
some of his terrible statements on tape were the reaction of an insecure man,
which | think he wasHe was trying to please the little gang around him in the
office that day and just be one of them.

DePue: When you say, ithe statements, 0 are yo
statements or the vulgarity of the statements?

Findley: The vulgarity andhe substance. | guess Nixon probably believed that the

presidency could get by with a lot and not get caught. | guess he believed that

he could survive this, but it wasnot t
DePue: | want to read what you and others developed as an attempt to ceathee,

than to impeach.

Findley: That was a major undertaking that | led.
DePue: And thatés why ités very important for
Herebs the censure |l etter, proposal . V

ARiIi char d M. condiucikobtime,office af président, despite great
achievements in foreign policy, which are highly beneficial to every citizen,
and, indeed, to all people of the world, 1) has shown insensitivity to the moral
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demands, lofty purpose and ideals of the luffite, which he holds in trust,

and 2) has, through gross negligence and maladministration, failed to prevent
his close subordinates and agents from committing acts of grave misconduct,
obstruction and impairment of justice, abuse and undue concenwétion

power and contravention of the laws of governing agencies of the executive
branch. 0

Tell me about the decision to do censure and, then, what you were
trying to do behind the scenes to get that, rather than impeachment.

Findley: There were a lot of Densoats, as well as Republicans, who thought it was a
very sad time in history, and they wan
him to go free. They wanted him to feel the sting. | felt that Nixon had unique
talent in foreign policy that was serving owuatry very well.

In fact, to digress for a minute, | think Henry Kissinger said that, at the
depth of Watergate, Nixon was still trying to deal with the Middle East, and
he gave orders to Henry Kissinger to draft papers that would be the focal
means to bng about a settlement of the Arab states with Israel. He wanted to
make that a major undertaking, in the immediate future. Did you ever hear of
that?

DePue: Well, I just read about it in the bodk

Findley: Yeah, yeah.

DePue: But not before.
Findley: Well, Kissinger is the source of it. Those papers disappeared, of course. |
didndét know about it at the ti me. Il wa

aggressive in the Middle East and get things settled, but | did not know what
he had told Kissinger to get qguj.

DePue: Do you recall? Would this attempt by Nixon to try to do something very
specific to advance the cause of peace in the Middle East have happened
before or after Yom Kippur?

Findley: Before or after what?
DePue: The Yom Kippur War.
Findley: ljustdondt know. I think it would be aft e

But, | believe that censure was a punishment that was very severe. |
had watched on television the censure of the Tennessee senator... [searching
for a name]

DePue: We can get that into the racblater.
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Findley: It was a deep, a very dramatic moment, when he had to appear on the floor
and confess his guilt before all of his colleagues. If Nixon had had to do that,
as he would have done, it would have a wrenching experience for him and all

his friends.
DePue: Would that have restricted some of his power, his executive power?
Findley: It would not, not that | know of. But | really believe thaand my belief is

reinforced by the discovery of these papers that Henry Kissinger merd@ioned
that he had igeat things that he could still do for the country, even though he

was censur ed. But he wouldnodot be abl e
DePue: The way you discussed this in the bédojou mentioned it earlier, | think,

todayd you thought that censure had aykkely possibility of being

successful.
Findley: | did.
DePue: | was a young kid in college at the time. My recollection was that censure

was never really taken that seriously.

Findley: We sought permission of the Rules Committee to have censureein ord
before the vote on impeachment, and | believe the Rules Committee gave it to
usd maybe you know from my records. But there was John McFall. He was
one of the senior Democrat s. He told n
just thought it was awful tha president of the United States was this close to
being ejected. Many people thought Nixon was an awful man and still do. |
thought he had some awful shortcomings, but, on balance, he was a great
public servant.

DePue: Nixon had always had a thorny ra¢émship with the American press.
Findley: That 6s right.

DePue: And one of the things that Spiro Agnew did was to take on the press on behalf
of Richard Nixon.

Findley: And he did well. (laughs)

DePue: Yeah, with some very colorful phrases.

Findley: Yeah.

DePue: Do you think that the press treated Nixon fairly, during the Watergate era?

Findley: | believe they did. The press didndt a

positively, but | always felt that, when | had an idea well presented, that |
deserved whahey drew from it.
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DePue: That getdus]to closure on the Watergate era. Just a quick reflectidn on

Findley: Now, getting back to the status of <cen
member ship had really contemplated cen
public had, either. | came to it pretty late in the game. | probably started too
late.

DePue: | got the impression, in the book, that much of that decision, to go for censure,

dealt with your own personal experiences and your own gut feeling about who
Richad Nixon is.

Findley: Yeah, a man of great talent, great vision.

DePue: Did you think, at his core, he was relatively honorable, as those terms can be
applied to people at that high level of politics?

Findley: I can only say t hanepdrsondimtrgalty waselasétby kno
Nixon. I think he was a furtive guy. He is insecure. Schizophrenia, does that
fit? | dondét know. When hwrigennotefle di ed,
melted. (laughs) Here, this guy, with grief over his wife, witiefgpver his
own behavior, thought it i mportant to

and that he regretted my departure.

DePue: But, by the time he passed away, the American public had had an opportunity,
lots of time, to rethink their relationship thiRichard Nixon.

Findley: That 6s true.

DePue: And he had had something of a renaissance, to a certain degree.

Findley: | think the renaissance did occur, but not very quickly. There were just tons of
books, attacking Nixon, that just rolled off the presf months after his
resignation. He was vilified. I think

without flaws. He had some giant flaws, but he had some giant talent, too.

DePue: Fair enough. How well did you know the new president, Gerald Fordade
a member of the House, and you were, as well.

Findley: | remember the day that he was driving a little Chevy convertible, stopped in
the middle of the street, First Street
Constitution, a street north of there. He wamgdo take on Charlie Halleck
and be his successor. He stopped me and said he wanted to have a chat with
me someday, and | said, fine.

DePue: | take it Halleck was the Republican minority?
Findley: He was, from Indiana. | liked him. He had his own hidaawhere he could
have a | ot of scotch with his lunch. (
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But he had been of the old school, cooperating with the southern

conservatives on a lot of issues and taking no stands of merit on big issues.
Buthewasalays nice to me. I n fact, | di dn:
But, | remember when a lady in the pi@dsorget her name, a columnist for
theWashington Potc ame t o me and said, Al undert
Hal |l eckbés campai gmngsmama gnegr?.0 Ho ve adrde tAh
time | heard of that.o (both laugh) I
chairman of his campaign, but | voted for him.

As minority leader?

Yes. Of course, he went down, but he went down with dignitgicd@erry

Ford. Gerry Ford waséWell, he had some
He wasnodét a rich guy. He was adopted,
The only place he was elected, though, was that one Congressional district. He

went fromthered t he vice presidency. He hadnod
after he was vice president he was not a national figure by most standards. He

was a decent man. He was kind of laid
suggesting that. He was not flashy. Hewn 6t a st ar . He was

the tiller, and I think the American people felt that in him.
Was he right man at the right time?

| think so. | think so. Yeah, he was the right man. He probably should have
skipped the reelection bidhich he had promised he would never do to his
wife. She heard about his decision to the contrary in the press, not from him.
(laughs) That was not to his credit.

One of the initiatives that was being discussed quite a bit from 19¥2@n
certainlyduring the time that Ford was presid&mas the Equal Rights
Amendment. | know Betty Ford was a very strong proponent of that.

Yes, and he didnét try to keep her qui
she never spoke out. She left pulalftairs to me, but | was always favorable
to the Fords.

|l know it pas
overwhelmingly, in both the ' *
House and the Senate, beforey »
it ran into a buzz saw in, of 2
all places, here in lllinois.

|l 6m fuzzy abou

| did want b ask your genera
assessment of Ford as
president.

Former President Gerald Ford presents plagues to
Representative Findley and former Senator Hubert
Humphrey for their contributions to the fight against world
hunger, 1977.
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He did the right things in healing the wounds of Watergate. He did the right

thing in freeing Nixon from prosecution, because, if anybody had paid a price

for his misdeeds, Nixon did. The pubticy was just a torrent.
he really survived. A lesser person would have crawled away and never be

heard from. But, he did some excellent work in foreign policy after his

retirement. He took trips to the Soviet Union and worked hard on Soviet

policy and wrote three or four books after he left office.

Letds get your impressions of another
Carl Albert.

Of all the speakers that | knew, he was the least impressive. He was not

strong. He was edg pushed around by people like Wayne Hayes of Ohio,

who was a domineering personality. Car
among Democrats, actually. | forget just why it was that he became speaker,

but he was not a good one.

Ti p OO Neampld, did afg@od jobe Ixthought. Tom, a guy from
Oregon, he was chairman of the Ag Committee at one time, Tom Foley, he
was outstanding. Jim Wright, | thought, did a good job. Now, Jim got tangled

up in some government subsidy of a book that he was tryingarket. | guess
t hat 6s why he left office.

Wright was the speaker after your time, then, in the House, right?

Letds see. He got into the book troubl
while | was in.

Il 6m | oo ki ngthedotmeraspebdkers.t i ng of
Il hope 1 6m right. Maybe I 6m wrong.

ough 677, and

Car | Al bert , from 671 thr
t he way t hrough

over . Hebds speaker al/l
Then who followed Tip OO6Neill ?

It must have been Wright.

Hmm?

| dondédt have that page printed out, bu
Jim was in there. He wasndét there for
What | think 16d | i k eaytCongrdssman, s toftalkni s h
about the election of 0676 and your tho
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a bit in the book, as well, but 1 0dm in
Rockefeller as his viepresident, with John Connelly.

Findley: | d bnowwwhy he did it. | think he would have been better off to stick with
Rocky. I just dondét know what happened
was my choice for president for several years. | campaigned with him in
lllinois on an occasionortwo. Ha,s n 6t t hat strange? But
a character. (chuckles) |1 think he had
broke and have a public sale of household goods?

DePue: |l dondt recall that. Youdre prthebably r
one who was sitting in the convertible with JFK?

Findley: That 6s right, yeah. John Connelly prob
I dondét doubt that, but | urged Ford n
mate. | thought it was ina private lette¢ but i1t didndét stay

Novak made a big play on the letter, and that got John Connelly furious. He
really took out after me, with the help of others. He reminded me of LBJ in
many ways. He had been a Democrat, for example, shifted. Butdhzba a
wheeler dealer, and he had some connections with lobbyists, milk lobbyists, |
think. I just thought Gerry Ford ought to get a candidate that had no stains at
all.

But, another interesting footnote, | talked to Connelly several years
later abouthie Middle East, | believe. He told me he was really pleased with
what | was trying to do in the Middle
a hand in shooting down (chuckles) as a presidential candidate, yet he took the
trouble to tell me that.

DePue: | suspead and this is pure speculatidrb u t | suspect part o
calculation is, Nelson Rockefeller is not going to be able to deliver New York,
but Connelly might be able to deliver Texas, to the Electoral College.

Findley: That could be true. Thatany have been what governed
not sure of it. | think Rockefeller still had good standing in New York. After
all, he had been governor there a long time. He was noted as the Republican
who could bring a lot of dissident elements togethexuding the blacks.

DePue: But | also recall that the 076 convent
wire, with Ronald Reagan at the ti me,
for Connelly, who has better conservative credentials than NelsckefRdler
did.

Findley: Yeah, Rockefeller didndét have conserva

me. | thought the party ought to be at least a centrist party, not conservative.

DePue: That might be the perfect opportunity, then, for me to ask thestipn. What
happened to Paul Findley? What happened to the Paul Findley who ran for
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Congress in the early 0660s, who was pr
and, now, the Congressman Paul Findley we got in 19767

Well, I think I learned somethg. Believe me, when | ran against Pete Mack, |

was conservative. See, after defeating the car dealer in Quincy, | immediately

was moved into a new district, sharing it with Pete Mack of Carlinville, a

terrific, popular guy, likeable, no enemies. But Icgtto my conservative

guns all through that campaign. He ran a big ad several times, listing the
things 106d voted against, and he was r

But, at that time this was sort of a crossroads moment for the country
and for rural Ameria . |l didndt speak up for consce
elected. Il really believed them as a c
government, that the federal government ought to stay out of education,
welfare and things like that.

When | got intoofficed and despite myvotdst he countryds di
changed. | thought the only sensible thing for me to do was to adjust to reality
and, where | could, redirect the new direction, but not to try to kill it. To try to
stop all those programs would have tdatile. [It] might have been popular
with a | ot of voters, but | didndt hav
this personal organization that | met with regul@ripore during campaigns
than otherwisé but | would have big gatherings and open to tjoes, and |
didndét have trouble satisfying the tro
change.

In other words, the district was changing with you?

Well, a Ilittle bit, quite a little, (e
that was a way below the average of Congressional districts. When | was with

Pete Mack, it suddenly got much bigger, but | stayed with conservative
principals in that campaign. 't was on
move a bit toward the centexs | saw it.

| think this is probably a logical place for us to finish today, which leaves the
huge and important topic of Middle East diplomacy for our next session.

Okay.

't might be our | ast sesoietomg.Sobut mayb
thank you very much, Congressman.

Now sometime in the next fifty years this will be transcribed, right?

Well, with your help and a | ot of wvolu
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Interview with Paul Findley

# 1SA-L-2013002.06
Interview # 6: March 18, 2013
Interviewer: Mark DePue

The following material can be used for educational and other neeommercial
purposes without the written permission of the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library.
AFair useodo cr it ereiCapyright Acoel®%6 moshbe fblldwed. dHeset h
materials are not to be deposited in other repositories, nor used for resale or
commercial purposes without the authorization from the AudieVisual Curator at the
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library, 112 N. 6th Street, Springfield, Illinois 62701.
Telephone (217) 785955

Note to the Reader:Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that this is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, interviewee and editor sought to
preservehe informal, conversational style that is inherent in such historical sources. The
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the
memoir, nor for the views expressed therein. We leave these for the reader to judge.

DePue: Today is Monday, March 18, 2013. My n a
of Oral History with the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library. Today, | have
one more sessidnmaybe the lagt with Congressman Paul Findley. Good
morning,congressman.

Findley. Good morning.

DePue: | think this is our si xth session. I C
a conversation, and itodés all been buil
thing that youdre best known fitbor 1is yo

Middle East situations, after you were successful in getting involved with
foreign affairs once you became a congressman. Obviously, we have to talk
about your eventual reelection defeat in 1982.

So, we have talked a little bit about what was goingnahe Middle

East and your involvement in it in the
we even talked a little bit about the Yom Kippur War. But, as | recall, last
ti me we spoke you mentioned that, duri

that cbse attention to it. Would that &e
Findley: Seventythree.
DePue: Seventythree.

Findley: Well, in a sense, my other legislative activities were sort of coming together
successfully. Famine prevention was a major one. | believe that came to a
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head in 751 worked closely with Hubert Humphrey in the Senate, who was,

in my book, a towering figure as a politician, one of the great people of my
acquaintance, who became a close associate purely by circumstance. We were
drawn together because we both had theebilat the land grant college
community could do great things for foreign fedeficit countries.

The whole thing started when a professor named Hadley Read of the
University of lllinoisd who had been a member of a consortium that worked
in India for a mmber of yea® brought the galley proofs to a book that he
had written on the subject to me. He t
ultimately gave away, probably, a dozen copies of his book. [Pagsers
with India, and it told of the succes$ six U.S. land grant colleges, working
together as a team in India to create, | think, three entirely new teaching
institutions, directed towards rural India, but mainly towards small scale
farmers.

And it just hit me, aftheanswerlforthneead t h
food-deficit countries. | doubted that any of them had an educational system
some sort of adult education, extension type, sedvieaching farmers. |
knew, from brief travels | had made 1t o
have a pstal system. Radio was about the only way of communicating they
had, and it probably didnét help them

DePue: This was I ndia or South America youore

Findley: South America. It could apply to Indonesia and any of several othetrigs,in
but | had traveled in South America, so their opportunities seemed pretty
fresh. | talked to Hubert Humphrey about it. He had had the same idea, but
hadndét done much on it.

So, | made my office the headquarters for writing the legislation that
everiually became known as Title 12, the Famine Prevention Act. Dan
Parked of fountain pen fam® was head of AID [Agency for International

Devel opment ] . Ear | But z was secretary
really a foreign policy endeavor. It ougbtbe based in the State Department,
not in the USDA. 0 | &6m not sure he was

and it was a generous one. Dan Parker, who was keenly interested, he was

from lowa and was close to farming because of that. During thensu, |

think it was 660éIl think | read Parker
years to get the bill through.

Findley: Well, during that time, in fits and starts, it was written in my office. Dick
McCall was a professional for Hubert. He attendk@f our sessions and
took a direct part in the construction and kept Hubert informed. Hubert never
attended one of these, but | persuaded another professor at the U of I, named
Harold Guither, Gu-i-t-h-e-r, who was known, nationally, as an expert on
farm policy and its impact on the nation. He had the summer off, and | think
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he took three months. He was on my payroll for about three months, or maybe
less, one summer. He helped a lot on this.

The product went through, without an amendment, in comenitte
remember a couple of Democrats wonder e
body of the bill into the committee report and shorten the bill. | argued against
it, successfully. It just swept through on a voice vote. When it went to the
House floor, it recwed a very comfortable margin. | forget just what it was,
but it was the strongest support for any foreign assistapeelegislation ever
voted in the history of the House.

DePue: This is the Title 12 Famine Prevention Act.
Findley: Yes, yes.
DePue: Wheat specifically did it do?

Findley: It authorized land grant universities and some other universities to engage in
long-term contracts to deal with the improvement of food production in
specific countries. It gave them authority. Of course, it was stijestito the
appropriations process, but it was a very big step up for them. Hubert and |
both presented it as using the genius that had already been demonstrated in the
land grant approach to educating U.S. farmers. Using that genius for the
foreign counties seemed logical to us. It was illustrated in this book by
Hadley Read, calleBartners with Indiaso we could see partners with other
countries developing to the benefit of everyone.

U.S. farmers were so enthusiastic about what extension education h
done for their community that they were really happy with this foreign aid
type bill. (chuckles) It was almost unbelievable. Anyhow, we got that
enormous vote of confidence. Before Hubert died, but not much Betoree
it was signed into law by Nixa@nHubert and | decided to have what we
called a famine prevention symposium i

chamber, but one of the big committee rooms.

He [Humphrey] pulled himself out of
his sick bed to speak at this symposium. It was
a tremendous croav For some reason, the
diplomatic community turned out in mass. |
think seventy embassies were represented in .
the response. It was a high point of enthusiasm
for legislation. Hubert was really on his
deathbed, but he got out of the bed, and cam
to the synposium and spoke. He was very
feeble at the start, and then he gains steam, i
he was the same old Hubert by the time he

Congressman Findley meets with
160 Vice President Gerald Ford.
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finished speaking.

Gerald Ford was then vice president of the United States, during that
brief period, t hesspeechwas ihakeynatedbatrGersy . Hu b
Ford was very supportive. Il dondot t hin
took part. It was a heady experience, and it made me feel that we really hit
gold, that something good had happened.

Well, | want toask you, the name that is normally identified with saving a
billion-plus people in the world is Norman Borlaug and the development of

these miracle grains, but heds very mu
colleges.

Il beli eve t hstkndwsnasthelGeeen R&vblatibndlsdia a |

benefited from the Green Revolution, but they had a good experience that has

| asted, and they havenotét really had a
l &m not saying itds a seenwerdtiesdidlfielpt hi s b
And theyodove had an explosion in their

Oh yes, yes, thatodés right.

Well, that was a chapter | wasno6t awar
road for us. It had a huge impact, if yowhoat world affairs.

After | got out of Congress, | had the good fortune to be appointed to BIFAD,

which is a board created in this bill. | served on it for two terms, most of eight

years, | believe. But, | never could get the board focusedeoreti intent that

Hubert and | had. They liked collaborative research, test tubes and all that,
clean work. They didndét have to get th
di sappointed with how theydbve carried
speak tolie latest BIFAD. BIFAD has met about 150 times since the bill

came through, but 1t stildl hasnodét gott
real promise of the bill.

Do you know what that acronym stands for?

Board for International Foochad Agr i cul t ur al Devel opmer
plague hanging up there on the wall that Gerry Ford provided to both Hubert

and myself and also a photograph of me with Hubert and Gerry Ford. It dates

that event, | believe. Anyhow, | gave my pep talk this paestkend, trying to

get them back on the right road. Proba

Well, that explains why this is fresh on your mind, then.
Yeah, thatés right.

We l | | |l et 6s turn our at e Middle Eastn |, t hen,
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By the way, that experience of eight years, from start to finish on the

| egislation, shows the i mportance, onc
been able to hang in there all those years, it probably would have died,

because Hbert is dead.

Did Humphrey return to the Senate after Johnson bowed out?
Yes, he did.

You just mentioned the importance of seniority. For most of thabtime
especially througditthe OBOtsr,oll |l evb ubd yd tt
and itdés controll ed, Asithrgconsarvativg, by | o
Democrats from the south, most of those committees. Were they not?

ltdés still true, to a great extent, I n
committee structure. | was the House twentywo years. | was never in the
majority.

Would you have liked to have been in the majority?
Yes, but | had fun in the minority and got a few things done.

Being in the minority, were there any advantages of thatat al

Probably. (pause) | dondét think so, n o
could have made faster progress, |l 6m s
Now can we turn to the Middle East?

Sure.

Okay. | wanted to mention here, we talked brieflyalbdt 3, but | was
reminded, in doing some research, September of 1972, there was an event that
captured the publicbés attention. That
the PLO staged an attack on Israeli athletes and killed several of their athletes.
ldonbt know if therebébs any connection Wwi

1973, but in 667, the Israelis did a p
opposite. | believe the Egyptians launched that.

Seventythree, Richard Nixon was president. Wgpeople would say that

Ni xon saved |Israel, and | think thatos
crisis, he really unloaded everything we had in Europe for the use of the state

of Israel. All of the battles were fought on territory occupied by Is&w®lin a

sense, it wasnodét the Arabs trying to t
fate was in the balance, quite seriously. | think they gave some thought to

using nuclear weapons.

They, the Israelis?
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Findley: The Israelis. But the majdyioverruled that.

DePue: Do you think it was a good thing that Nixon stepped in, in the way he did?

Findley: He saved |Israel. | 6ve never tried to e
to I srael. Il just dondét t hhout@roperhey oug
due process. The Yom Kippur War was a

trying to regain territory they lost.

DePue: What | have read is, part of what they were trying to regain, also, was some
measure of selfespect, since theyweresosarml v def eated in 6
Findley: That 6s true. Thatoés true. The Arabs we
unity that | could detect. Jordan, Egy

team. But anyhow, Nixon saved them, and he got a lot of creditthedews
in that subsequent election. Rabin was then, | believe, ambassador, maybe
foreign minister, and he was publicly

| was unaware of theiberty crisis until years later. | knew that the
Israelis had sunk a U.S. vessel, adiig one, but it was a U.S. Navy vessel. |
had no idea of the facts about it until | read a book several years later, written
by a man named James Ennes\-ie-s, who was deck officer when the
assault by the Israeli forces occurred. He finally, ineatent, wrote a book,
and it was an eyepener. | could hardly believe it. | read it on a flight across
the Atlantic, and | just couldnoét beldi

DePue: This particular incident, though, occurred in the 1967 period.

Findley: That 6s right, so the book was written
read it. | became personally acquainted with Ennes. | attended a
number of the reunions of survivors. | thought the facts that Ennes established
were just disgraceful for our prident.

DePue: This would have been President Johnson.

Findley: LBJ, yeah. The.iberty came awfully close to going down. The best theory |
have heard, about why the Israelis, at that stage, took the immense risk they
did by assaulting the ship, wastheywaer 6t trying to win the
really won the war by then. There was just kind of a tappeft. But they
figured that, if they could pin the sinking of thiberty on Egypt, for
example, that would just outrage the American people. They would garto wa
Theydd ally themselves with the | srael
secure |Israelé6és future. That was one t
real thing. But, it was a deliberate act. There is no doubt in my mind that it
was deliberate, on theag of the Israelis. They knew exactly what ship it was.
It was U.S. Navy. They had flown flights around #tép, duringthe bright
day in the morning, and they knew what they were attacking when it occurred,
in the afternoon. The American flag was flyibgskly all day long. They shot
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down one flag. They put up a bigger flag. And it was a bad day for the sailors
on the ship: thirtyfour killed, | believe, over one hundred wounded, very
badly wounded.

It wasndt just an aeshpsadtrymblastac k. Th
holes big enough to sink it. One of the holes was over forty feet wide and just
inches above the water line, so anotherypkted torpedo would have sent
the whole ship down. Early in their assault, they destroyed every antenna they
could find on the ship. They had no way to get messages out. But one of the
seamen clobbered together a little, makeshift antenna, and they got one SOS
out.

Well, the U.S. Navylotilla nearby got the SOS. So did the White House. So
did Israel. Israel kew that the jig was up, so to speak, so they claimed they
had had a case of mistaken identity, and the assault ended shortly after that.

Before it ended, the captain of an aircraft carrier sent aloft some
fighter planes to go to the defense of ltilgerty, but LBJ ordered them to turn
back. | 6m not sure what motivation he
to get this settled without going to w
provocations that might, possibly, lead to a war with Israel, an embarrassmen
to Israel. He was trying to avoid that. But it was a bad day for all concerned,
as you probably discovered from reading my report.

DePue: The motivation of Lyndon Johnson is important in that scenario, and you
already said you dreiiné,ttselk suggeststhatiy . J u st
wasnodét a reaction to a Jewi doypuobby. C
thinkdt hat he didnét want to upset the Je
voted Democratic?

Findley: Well, that might have figured in this, kmgese things were going bad in
Vietnam at the same time, and he counted on every sector of opinion he could
get, including the Jewish sector. They were beginning to be critical of our role
in Vietnam, so that may have been the background.

He orderedacerup t hat st il |l remains in fo
You read this al/l in the book; F wonot
up would save a lot of explanation on his part. | imagine that was the

controlling factor, the idea of a Commander in&alling back rescue

fighters from a beleaguered ship, still under attack.

DePue: Well, this is at the same time period he was dealing with riots in American
cities, and growing tension on race relations.

Findley: That 6s right, yeah.

DePue: Riots in cites like Detroit and Washington D.C. and Watts and places like
that. The war was going on.
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Findley: It was a bad day for LBJ.
DePue: He didndét need that one more probl em,
Findley: That 6s true.

DePue: Shortly after that | think it was19749 you made a trip to the Middle East.
Was that your first trip to the Middle East?

Findley: No.

DePue: Tell us about why you went there.

Findley: It was my second trip overseas, except for wartime service. | had no
knowledge of the Middle East at dllkknew Israel was there, Egypt was there,
Syria. Thatos about the extent. Il just

was fairly well informed about Europe.

DePue: I would assume, when you went there in 1974 and everything up to this point
in time, beng a veteran of World War |1, you knew the painful reality of the
Holocaust.

Findley: That 6s true.
DePue: And knew the basic understanding

Findley: | had been defensive of Israel until that point. | had spoken up in criticism of
Arab forces that might dre the Jews into the sea.

DePue: Wel | , before that timeél think I 6ém not
Arab world was the sworn enemy of Israel.

Findley: That 6s right.
DePue: And they were sworn to not just take the land back but to destroy Israel.

Findley: That 6s true. That 1is true. They felt t
particular. Roosevelt had promised King Saud that the U.S. would not approve
of any Jewish settlement in the Middle East without consulting with Arab
leaders. Well, Harrymuman i gnored that. He didnot
consulted with his formenaberdashergartner, who was Jewish, and
instantly recognized the State of Israel.

In an earlier book, | think | spent quite a bit of space abdutelieve
his name was Gdimar® a leading Zionist, who was upset because the
Zionists did not consult with Arab leaders before they moved in. | always felt
sorry that he didnét have a stronger g
spared a lot of lives.
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DePue: As | recall my histoy from thistime period i t 6 s a | idhdutlaer bi t s
the war, Great Britain was an occupying force in Palestine, and they were
trying to prevent the Jews, who wéren an individual basts looking for
some kind of a homeland, some kind of solutionavoid yet another
holocaust or more persecution in Europe. So, they gravitated to Palestine,
despite the best efforts of Great Britain to prevent that from happening.

Findley: And for a time, the U.S. resisted the entry of large numbers of Jews into
America.
DePue: During the war, itself.

Findley: Yes.

DePue: During the lead up to the war.

Findley: Yes, thatdés right. So, they had every

DePue: Well, we kind of got off. | led you of
trip.

Findley: My occupation, before election, was managing a weekly newspaper in Pike

County. One of my news reporters was named FramHKliforget her first
name right now but her son was a teacher in an American school in Kuwait.
He was on a holiday in Ethiopible loved the Arab world. Later, when |

i nterviewed hi m, he said being |l ocked
mind. He liked Arabs. He liked to live among them, later on, after he got out
of prison.

He was a school teacher, and the plane he nyiagjtto return to
Kuwait on had engine trouble and had to make an unscheduled landing in
Aden, which was, then, the capital of South Yemen. He was a camera buff,
and while he was waiting for the plane to be repaired, he took pictures of the
harbor area ahthe airport. The Yemenis had just thrown the British out, in
the wake of the 067 War, so they were
a Britisher. He was bloneleaired, and they were sure he was a Britisher, a
spy with his camera. They gave him a nbime trial and sentenced him to
five years solitary confinement as a spy.

Well, his mother was writing these news notes for my paper, still
doing that. | got a partner, who was running the paper. The mother kept urging
me to do what | could. We had npldmatic mission in Aden. The British
did, but we did not. It soon became apparent that the guy would probably die
i n prison, if I didnét go try to get h
mission at all in South Yemen. | had to go alone. | got awalhce for my
trip from the State Department.

DePue: They authorized you, then? They approved the trip?
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Findley: They did. In fact, | took a letter, signed by Kissinger, who was then Secretary
of State. It was addressed to me, not to the Aden officialst tvas about my
trip, and he expressed the hope that better relations could be established. | let
them know that 1 06d be bringing a |lette
pave the way to make for a cordial reception, which | received. | haidk] th
five days there, altogether, before | finally had word that | could take him
home with me, but I did finally get that.

That was a storybook ending for the
the district, but he really had a joyous welcome at theditis airport, when
he got there, with his family.

DePue: Had you done a decent amount of homework before you went into that
situation?
Findley: Wel | , | didnodot . Every day was so busy,

it. But before | left for Aden, witout advanced notice a man named John
Duke Anthony came to see me. He was then a graduate of Johns Hopkins
School of Foreign Affairs, and he had been to Aden. He was one of the very
few U.S. citizens that had been there for years. | believe that Bob Mechama
at some point, went there as an official of the World Bank, not as a U.S.
official. It was a very secluded, isolated government that was under the
domination of the Soviet Union. It was a sort of adjunct to the Soviets at that

time.

But, JohnDuke At hony came to t el me hi s e
been there recently. It wasndt a very
accur at e, | 6m sur e. It made me feel be
get out . I reasoned ntthvraake adndrggrroutpfr oba bl vy
me, so | didnét think I 6d be in big tr
Franklin out. That was his name.

DePue: What was your impression of the Arab world and the Arab people?
Findley: It was much more positive than Igected. Now, with all the drawbacks of the

Soviet system, the government of South
far beyond anything | expected. They were in the government in senior
positions. They were trying to establish universal education, | believe

South Yemen was a very desolate place, almost no rainfall at all, a few
minerals, | think. BP [British Petroleum] had a plant that extracted some oill,
but that was the extent of it. They had no resources, except a beautiful beach
which nobody enjoyed. e population was very small, but they were very
pleasant people. | went to a soccer game between South Yemen and Iraqg.
South Yemen won, and boy, did that stadium full of people explode with joy.

It was like being back home. | saw so many common threddsbée the
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people | met there. They seemed like ordinary people that were having a tough
time, but they were very kind.

DePue: Wel | , I know t hereds a significant pos
Presidentli.
Findley: Yes. Yes, he was executechéely had a coup, overnight coup. | knew, before |

went. | knew, from what John Duke Anthony told me, that they had a strange

type of presidency. They had three people at the top. The chairman of the
presidents was Ali; He was the moderate of the three fidat, what | learned

from Anthony, the radical Sovig¢ype people were very prominent. They had
tried to get the upper hand, and they
apprehensive about that.

Ali was just a fine gentleman. He invited me back two or ttirees. |
went back twice. When he went to the UN, he invited me to come. He wanted
to be photographed with me, for use back home, and so | went. | talked to Cy
Vance [Secretary of State, Cyrus Vance, Jr.] during that trip about South
Yemen.

Then, | findly got a brief hearing with Jimmy Carter. What he did was
to make time for me to be with him alone in a little side room, off the cabinet
room one day. | told him that I just felt it unfortunate that our government had
not established some kind of diploteaties with South Yemen, that they
obviously wanted some good will wit
That 6s the way he put it, and he di
over a year after that that he finally authorized a diplomatssion to go to
South Yemen.

o =

On the way, they stopped at Sanaba,
which has since been united with South Yemen. There they learned that there
had been a coup the night before, that
Ali, that | met and had become well
acquaintedvith, and Motie, Mo-t-i-e,
the foreign minister, had both been
executed by a firing squad.

By the way, that lobster shell was
a gift from Motie on my first visit. He
took it off his office wall to give to me.
The dagger above was a gift from Ali toi

me that first ViSit, in that green lined Antique jambiya (Arabic dagger) presented to

; Congressman Findley in Aden, Yemen by Salim
box. SO’ it showed the courtesy they Rubai Ali, Chairman of the Presidential Council,

had extended to me. Peopl eds Democratic Rep

DePue: What year roughly was this coup then?
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Seventyeight, | believe. Jimmy Carter was still in office. Would that be right?

When you made thenitial trip, Gerald Ford was president at the time, | would
think.

That 6s right. Well, was Gerry Ford pre
Ni xon stepped down in 074.
No, it was Richard Nixon.
Okay.
Nixon. Fordhad come and gone.
Now, this is a tough question, but did you feel some responsibility for what
happened to Ali?
Absolutely. 1 6ve had that on my consci
about five years go. | was in Sharjah, one offherates, at a reception
attended by diplomats from the Emirates and nearby and a lot of clerics,
Muslim leaders, whatever you call them. After the program, where | spoke, a
man came to me, very agitated. He said
said Al was handling paperwork for the
something to do with the documents that enabled you to get your constituent
out of prison. And | know that Ali was
AAnd you kil | e dorcddimgnbitof cdscience okieathat.r e i n f

But | went there for the sole purpose of
getting Ed Franklin out arjJi son. I K
spy, and | didnot think : to apol o
get him out. But he was Itated,

calm him dow a bit. He was agitated when he left. §&§

| can see where something like that would stay with—
you.

Yeah.

Okay, 674 to 0678: How much

have with Middle Eastern affairs? Congressman Findley
rides a camel during a

visit to Egypt in 1972.

Wel | | it wasnot dventioal , ueLausc 1 ami

moved along. | was quite active in policy regarding trade with North Vietnam.
When did I go to China? In 6765, I
and | also headed a mission to the Soviet Union that same year.

In 1972.

169

vOol vement

ne

bel i



Paul Findley

Findley:

DePue:

Findley:

DePue:

Findley:

DePue:

Findley:

DePue:

Findley:
DePue:

Findley:

DePue:

Interview #|S-A-L-2013002

Yeah Then, | had this ag [agricultural] mission to China. In 1988t | was
busy. | had too many things on my mind.

About this trip to Aden in 0674: Over t
seriously rethink your views?

Yes, | did. And | begato discuss it publicly. | tried to get the Foreign Affairs
Subcommittee to at least invite the Yemeni ambassador to New York to come
and testify, and he finally did.

To the United Nations?

No. He was the permanent ambassador to the UNyebaame down at my

request and probably had to get permission from the state to testify

informallyd now, 1t was n 6dtothe membermaf the Roreignr i n g
Affairs subcommittee.

Were your views about Israel evolving during this time?

Steven Solarz was a prominent Democrat, always upholding the decision of

the State of | srael. He call ed me it he

frequently, in a friendly way. I didnbo

heard only the Israeli side, betbomy tripd I t hi nk | 6 mbatbrr ect

spoke out plainly about the need to have diplomatic relations. Whether we

agreed with the other party or not, we ought to communicate with them.

Was South Yemen about the only Arab country, atthe time,w i d ndét have

relations with? Obviously, we didnoét h

Yes, yes.

Syria was certainly a satellite country of the Soviet Union, at the time.

Yeah, yeah, but | think we had a mission in Syria. In fact, | wesived when

Il had my side trip to Damascus. I spen

residence. Who was that? Heds dead now
|l didndédt see myself as pro PLO, alt

| took the position thatur government was stupid not to have communication
with a major political force in the Middle East, namely, the PLO and for us to
accept the rule imposed on us by Israel, of not dealing directly with any PLO
official. | thought that was shortsighted, ahavas not healthy for us, as a
nation, or healthy for Israel, really. So, | was the only one speaking up in that
way.

Again, | might mischaracterize this, but, as | recall, the reason that the United
States had not recognized the FL.@e reason thdsrael was so adamant
against i® was that the PLO refused to accept the right of Israel even to exist.
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Findley: They did at an early stage, but | k now
pred

DePue: As a public statement?

Findley: | think the Palestia National Council had approved it.

DePue: We are going to pause briefly.

Congressman, we took a short break, but | think we were talking about
whether or not the PLO, at that time, had recognized Israel.

Findley: To me, thatodés a wechwiilmpomcantsapadi nt .
better to jaw a jaw than to war a war.
extended di pl omat & whichtedydidlongbemredsi t h Chi
Ait was not to confer a conpWwaysment , bu
supported that idea, that diplomatic r

They were a convenience to both parties, especially the one that had been
holding back. So, | felt that our poli@yno matter what the PLO said about

| sr ael é henmor belligeent they ivere about Israel, the more
important that we communicate directly with the PLO and try to influence
them. So, | proceeded on that ground.

But in November 678, I sat with Yas
the end of the conves at i o n, I told him that | 6d |
I 61 | have a clear, correct under st andi

paped which he approved, but declined to sigwas the offer by Arafat to
establish peace, avoid controversy with égrd an independent Palestine
were established on the West Bank and Gaza, with a connecting corridor. He

sai d, il n that circumstance, we woul d
the State of Palestine. 0 He hsaid, Al 6n
Executive Committee of the PLO. O But h

the PLO has not actually approved that language, so | would rather wait to
publicly identify the PLO position unt
subsequent to that, very soon. Thepeated it several times over subsequent
years.
DePue: |l 6m going to read the& statement i n, b e
Findley: Oh there, youdbve got it.

DePue: This is very important, | think. This is the piece of paper that Arafat handed to
you.

Findley: | wrotei t . He dictated it. Then | read it

DePue: He approved it, okay.
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Yeah.

AThe PLO will accept a Palestinian St a
Gaza, with connecting corridor and, in that circumstance, will renounce any

and all volent means to enlarge the territory of that State. | would reserve the

right, of course, to use nonviolénthat is, diplomatic and Democratic

mean$ to bring about the eventual unification of all Palestine. We will give

de facto recognition to the Statelsfael. We will live at peace with all of our
neighbors. 0o Dated November 30, 1978.

Yeah.

| 6ve got more questions on this, but w
how it was that you, a congressman from the state of lllinois, egoing to

visit with Arafat in the first place,

And negotiating with him. (chuckles)
And negotiating. What happened at the State Department?

Il think | violatedéWhat @alyhistorg? Whenw t hat
| went to Paris, headed that Paris mission, some reporter asked Everett

Dirksen if | had violated a law that prohibited a private citizen from

negotiating with a foreign stadea foreign state, not entdybut a state.

What year wa this?
This was 0665, I believe.
Okay.

(chuckling) So, | knew that | was acting without authority, but | had no
expectatiorof being able to influence public policy. | was simply conveying
decisions, or thinking, of public leaddtsat might be of interest to my
government. | saw myself as a bridge of information, back and forth. For a
little while, | think | occupied that role, and it pleased me to do it.

Are we talking aboutthe mid 7 0 s now or 06787

|l t 6d bfet emor®e78&, and that was getting c
this came to a head in the last years of my career, to my regret. Although, as |
|l ook back on it, |l 6m glad | got defeat

Well, just to kind of go through some of thimeline here: 1975, a civil war
begins in Lebanon, which is going to (d

Sure.
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Nineteen seventfourd just shortly before thét Yasser Arafat was allowed
to address the United Nations and called for the creatiarPaflestinian State.

Yeah.

So, It was out there in the discussion
you approached the State Department, or the State Department approached
you, about meeting with Arafat. How did that come about?

The State Department had nothing to do with my first meeting. That was in
January of 0678. | was with a delegatio
and a couple of other members did too,
down to the nub of is&s. We just talked in generalities. But he sent word that

he would like to meet me again, later that year, in November. So, | was then in
Spain, and | took a side trip to meet with him.

I n January of 078, was t hdysutakédrtoi ct |y o
the State Department about doing this?

The State Department naturally cooperated in the Congressional trip in the
Middle East, including a visit to Damascus. | possibly told one of their
Congressional guys that | was hoping to nfeeifat over there, but it was a
long shot. No date had been firmed up.

There was a French worn@n wish | could remember her nathehat
| dealt with in the U.S., who cl ai med
can work out a date foryoutomeet Amaf . 6 Wel | , t hat pl eas:
and | told her to go ahead and do what she could. By the time we got to
Damascus, a date had been firmed up.

What was your motivation for wanting to meet him?

Now, the Chairman of the Foreign Affairs Coritiee was aware of my date,
and probably upset, but he didndét show

He didnoét .
| guess that was Zablocki. | think it was Zablocki.
Zablocki?

Now, was | on dangerous ground? | didn
were limitations on what an individual should do with foreign government
officials. But Arafat was not a foreign government official.

Was there anybody from the State Department, or any other American, who
was meeting with Arafat?
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Oh,yeah.Ter e were two members, and I prom
tell anybody. But , |l think theydore dea

Sebelius of Kansé&swho happens to be the cousin of the Democrat who was
governor of Kansas. A woman, and now theregary of HEW or HV@

Of Health and Human Services?
Yeah, Sebelius.
Kathleen Sebelius.

That 6s her name, yeah. Well, this is
but he was of curiosity. Just out of a desire to meet amansial figure, he

joined the group. The other was Helen Minor, whose husband had been
governor of New Jersey or Connecticut. He was with the group, yeah. Helen,
like Keith, wanted her name not to be mentioned. She, | think, had a broader
interest in knowng Arafat than Keith did. He was just there because he was
notorious. So, they were with me, and they knew what they were doing. They
spent a long evening of discussion with Arafat. They asked very few

guestions. They di dn 0 weretthere.dheyaowdh of a

have.
What was it, when you first went there, that you were wanting to accomplish?

Get acquainted. | wanted him to understand more about what my thinking

was, what the thinking of some others in Congress was. | whimtetb have

some direct knowledge of how our government worked. He had never been in
the U.S. before. He was not a dummy,
about how we worked.

Ok avy, Il guess |1 6m belaboringathis poi
congressman from the minority party. Why are you taking on this

responsibility, when the official position of the United States government is

that we have no relations with the Palestinians?

Because | thought the U.S. government position wasdsand

counterproductive. | was trying to fi
Robert Straus was named as Jimmy Car't
East, and Straus applauded what | was
close toaict, odHE I had approval, | 6d
right now, but | candét get the okay f
think you can be helpful to us. oo

So, Jimmy Carte wasnobdét awareéhad not

;
him. Istat what youbre saying?

Il would say so. That s correct, yeah.
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You mentioned another person in the book, Harold Saunders of the State
Department.

Oh, yes. Now, he was a very senior assistant secretary, high in the
organization. He lmme enthusiastic about my book. He helped me
immensely writing it. At that time, he was trying to influence Yasser Arafat,
but he had no way to do it directly, | guess. Who knows what was done
through sometherchannel? But, there are two occasions, khhamember, in
which he asked me to contact Arafat on behalf of the U.S. government.

Was this before the first trip or after?

Oh yeah, after it, and probably a year or so later.

So, all these occasions are after you had the isitthere.

That 6s right. (laughing)

So, this was strictly on your own initiative that you were doing this.

That 6s right. And you will sit here, a
the hell did Findley stick his neck intoittst when he di dndt hav:
welcomed being on the cutting edge of initiatives that were needed.

Were these secret meetings?

Yes, they were, from the standpoint of
Mi nut es, 0 [ TV prithatgneeting]andhéveas quizzed aholtt e

one point | made. | think it was that they would renounce force, if the
agreement was made. He didndét savy, i Th
told Congressman Findley was¢élie and t he
ducked the question. Arafat was clever.

But, by that A60 Minuteo interview, th
him.

That 6s right, oh yes. Oh, |l didndét hid
but | invitedét he Yporueds e @a wlbd bd oymd iinrd |
youdd |li ke to about me.

No, absolutely not. |l 6m asking the que

brought this very significant statement that Arafat had passed on to you. What
did you do with the informatiowhen you came back, then?

| requested a meeting with Carter, but they offered me a meeting with
Brzezinski. | was disappointed, because he asked no questions. He listened to
what | said and talked about tennis, and that was about it.
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WasBrzezinski the National Security Advisor at the time?

Yeah, he was. Before, there were occasions when he and | were on the same

team about Vietnam policy, so he was familiar with my habits, | guess. | was

really disappointed that he displayed nterest, period. | knew that, what |

had learned from Arafat, was a major change in the relationship of the PLO

toward Israel, and | thought it was a step that they ought to welcome and then
start talking further withapgen.lie t o get
didndédt show any interest, and it was ©b
know what | was trying to do, so | did call a news conference.

After that meeting with Brzezinski.
Yeah, yeah.

Why do you think he had no inest? Was he legitimately not interested, or
was he being cagey?

Oh, I think he was instructed not to quizdneot that he was instructed not to
quiz mé but not to quiz anybody.

Well, if he did, perhaps, then, that would legitimize the megatirthe first
place, from the administrationds part.

Yeah. I really dondét think that would

| want to ask you, going back to the actual visit yourself, what were your
impressions of Arafat?

He was jovid He was a good listener. He was charming. | guess | met with
him about five or six times, over his lifetime. He never tried to mislead me on
anything that | know of. So, | think he played fair with me. | think he saw me
and Chuck Percy as two people thatre on his side. Whether we actually
were or not may have been otherwise.

|l &m sure youbve heard the criticism ab
would be the case for Arafat, as well.

(Someone enters.) Hello, there, young lady. &\&ru lonesome? Excuse me.

Now, you had promised earlier that you
back in. (both laugh)

Okay, again, the question | have here for you is, there are comments
that Arab leaders, and perhaps Arafat, as well, willsgaything to
westernerd to the American press, to American politici@nand talk very
differently to their own Arab constituents.
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Findley: That 6s probably true. The constituency
were flamethrowers at one edge and peitiseat the other. The man was able
to be the spokesman of the whole group. Amazing attainment, yeah.

DePue: At the time you met him, 1978, had there been elections, where he had been
democratically elected as the representative of the PLO?

Findley: | do na know. | know he identified himself as chairman of the executive
committee of the PLO, and | presumeé
DePue: You made some mention in your book, as

about how he lived, how he presenteddeth There are also allegations,
now, that he became a very wealthy man while he was the leader of the PLO. |
wondered if you can reflect on that.

Findley: | believe that is true. He married a woman who was ostentatious. | believe
bank accounts, after hieath, showed that he had quite an accumulation. |
never did hear a figure, but it was a big sum of money that had been
accumulated. You could argue it was accumulated for purposes, yet to be
undertaken, that were legitimate. Or, it could have been adateduor
personal use, but he never showed any sign of opulence. | think he had the
same threadbare uniform the last time | saw him that he wore the first time.

DePue: After that first meeting, in January, you said he reached out to you in
November,andtat 6 s when this statement was ¢
6787?

Findley: Yes.

DePue: Did he continue to reach out to you after that?
Findley: Things got very stormy. I dm a little f
t hat é

Wait a mi nut enthe bombing af8eirdt 8c2urredwlhat
was the fall of 682. So, during that i
almost continuous, much of that time. To his credit, Jimmy Carter forced them
to stop the bombing, at one time, by threatening the cuif@ifid, and it

worked.
DePue: This was the bombing in south Lebanon, where the PLO was setting up
operations?
Findley: Well, it was bombing beyond that. They were indiscriminate in their bombing.
DePue: In September of 1978, President Caitand this is s triumph in his

administratio® got the Israelis and the Egyptians together, and both sides
signed at Camp David, of course.
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Findley: Camp David, yeah. That was what year?

DePue: September of 678, so this is between vy
Arafat.

Findley: That 6s true. |l hadnét thought of it th

DePue: Did you see any connections at all with that?

Findley: No.

DePue: From what youdve told me, up to this p
administration, at least was holdingyouafff handdés | engt h, i n
interest.

Findley: That s true. Thatodés true, yeah.

DePue: Did they ever give you support or encouragement, beyond the State
Department officials you mentioned?

Findley: Well, in my trip to Paris, they did.

DePue: When waghis?

Findley: That was before. That was 065, I belie
Mi ddl e East, I candét think of any resp
credence, although they used me several times. | knew | was being used, and |
gladly helped.

DePue: Well, thatdés a provocative statement.
you?

Findley: By getting in touch with Arafat to get him to cancel, on one occasion, some
sort of a showdown initiative in the Security Council. He was going to make
trouble. Hewoul dnét prevail, but he was goin
want trouble. | relayed their request, and he dropped it.

DePue: This was during the Carter administration?

Findley: |l 6m sure it was.

DePue: What was the reaction, back in your home distabtut your initiatives in
reaching out to Arafat?

Findley: Well, one public meeting: here in Jacksonville, the man who was then the
head of the Chamber of Commerce, a good friend, Vern Fernandez, publicly
sai d, ANow, | candét uwihdaemarsthatisbeliewech y y o u
to be far worse than Genghis Khan. o He
of my constituents. But , unt il Novembe
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Whether right or wrong, they stayed with me, even when they disagreed. | had

my ow n , per sonal political organization.
committeemen.
DePue: Did you have any thought, during this
as well?
Findley: I n fact, |l did visit |1srael in 0672.
DePue: Do you remember much abbthat visit?
Findley: Yeah, | was sick as a dog. | had gotten sick on a visit in Bggte something
|l shouldndét have eaten, and | was real

but | was in the hotel room, on rice and tea, most of the time.

DePue: During the time you were reaching out to Arafat, were you thinking, at that
time, of stopping by Israel, as well, and getting their perspective?

Findley: Wel | , | didndédt have to stop by. The r a
always, meet my plane witbts of comments. | recall being in Chicago one
day, and | had to catch a plane about an hour ahead. There was a phalanx of
Jews that wanted to have my ear. | listened to them, and | vividly remember

one of them saying to anegtstépde?Shodldvel | w
he meet éeo They i dentified a professor
really understand the scene a I|little b

thought it was rather insulting. They were tough people.

DePue: ATheyo ®ei ng wh

Findley: The Jewish community.

DePue: In Springfield?

Findley: Yeah, Springfield and elsewhere, Chicago, as well, yeah.

DePue: Did you understand at all their feelings about you and your endeavors to reach

out to Arafat and the PLO?

Findley: Well, theywere very plain in explaining them, yes. Did | accept their
interpretation? | thought | was rendering a service to my country, by being a
useful bridge of information between a very hostile p@mveot in
government, but nevertheless, a very formidableipalitinitd that probably
mi sunder stood Americadbds position. I ce
showed no interest whatever in understanding the PLO position.

DePue: What was their objection to you?

Findley: Sir?
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The Jewish community in Springfieldyrfexample, what were their criticisms
about what youdd done?

Well, | was insensitive to the plight of the Jews, who were trying to make the
success of Israel.

I think it was about this same time period that the Israelis start to set up
setlements on the West Bank.

That began in the first prime ministership of Yitzhak Rabin, the esteemed hero

of peace. That was his first term as prime minister. In his later campaign for
reelection, he said, Al O0butwehlditverme t hat
guietly, so nobody would notice. 0

How do you not notice settlements on t
do you know roughly how many other trips you made back to the Middle
East, then, while you were still in office?

| think there were none, zero.

Well, youdd mentioned before, China po
perhaps, we should talk a little bit about, as well.

| believe | was the first member of the House to publicly recommend that we
estaltish trade in food as a beginning, looking toward normal diplomatic
relations. | did it in the speech at Harvard, sponsored by the Ripon Society, a
group of rather liberal Republicans.

| think we did talk about that a little bit the last session.
Yeah.

Now webre going to get from foreign af
a big way, because of the 1980 election. Apparently, what you had been doing

in foreign affairs, in particular, and your position on abortion were going to

get you a primary challenge.

Oh, that was a very active year. My opponent was the mayor of Quincy,
David Nuessen, a popular mayor. When the primary was over, he had won
45% of the Republican vote, 45%. That 45% was exactly the percentage he
got, hee in Morgan County, the strongest part of my district. So, it was a
signal that | was out of touch. He sponsoredfalje ads, a series of them. It
was a big budget item, and it made me suspect that he was getting a lot of
funding from beyond the disttic

What were the issues?
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Findley: That | was spending time polishing the image of a terrorist named Arafat, that
was the basic issue. | should have been tending to other things that were
troublesome in the district.

DePue: You mentioned, in the bookhat abortion was an issue, as well.

Findley: Oh yeah, always hot. | always declined to support a constitutional amendment.
Il just didnoét feel that a constitution
human tragedies that might have to be dealt withgte nl y i n a f ami |
support abortion, but | didndét think t
outlaw it.

DePue: I n terms of the |l oss of the Republican

count on before, was it more a result of your activitighéMiddle East, or
was it abortion?

Findley: | have no way to gauge it, but abortion was always a heavy burden. Dick
Durbin presented himself, at that time, (chuckles) as being opposed to
abortion, as a candidate.

DePue: But thatodés the 0682 election.

Findley: Yeah, thatoés right. Now David Robinson
us. | think he was probably opposed to any limitations on abortion.

DePue: That was the Democrat.

Findley: Yeah. He was a state representative.

DePue: Well, I want to set thetage a little bit more about the 1980 election, because
ités a turning point in American histo

Findley: Yes.
DePue: That 6s the Reagan year.

Findley: That 6s right.

DePue: November of 1979, Iranian students seize {iftyp Americans in the U.S.
embassy. So, for that entire year now,
in 1980. Youdbve got the malaise of the
American economy is concerned, soO0 youbo
Findley: High interest rateslhey were terrible.

DePue: Yeah.

Findley: | felt sorry for Carter, but | felt sorry for the country, too.
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DePue: Does that mean that you were a supporter of Carter in 19807

Findley: | admired him on a lot of fronts, Panama Canal, for example. The China
policy, he continued that from Nixon. On social issues, | felt much sympathy
with his positions, so | did like him. | admired him as a human being. |
thought he was probably better suited to the ministry than the presidency, but
he was trying hard to be a yauseful, effective president. In his post
presidency, he has been stellar, | think, time and time again.

DePue: How about his handling of the economy?

Findley: The economy was a wreck. There was no mood for multibillion dollar rescues
or bailouts. Thatwen 6t even under consideration.
iIssue in my race. | won fairly well. | took on the Israeli issue head on. One

thing I did was to print about five th
financial report of receipts and expenditures.hdd big donations from every
state in the union, from people that w

about me. He ran ads in all, | beliévenany if not ald Jewish publications,
listing me as the worst arfiemite that ever served in Congress. Well, tha
steamed up the Jewish community pretty well. And he raised a lot of money,
about a half million.

DePue: But in a district that had what, 1%, maybe, of Jewish voters?

Findley: At the most, yeah. So, | duplicated that report, showing that almost all of his
money came from outside the district and from strange names. | distributed
that, and, | think, that had a great effect.

DePue: Now, that was your general election ca
able to draw support, financial support, from the Jewashraunity?

Findley: Oh, by attacking me as the salesman for terrorist, Arafat. That was his
recurrent t heme. I was spending al/l my
when | ought to be in the home district, a pretty good line.

DePue: Was this your inil education about the Jewish lobby?
Findley: That 6s right, yeah.
DePue: What were you finding out about the Jewish lobby, at the time?

Findley: Well, they had enormous potenti al in r
counterattack. In fact, that race sMaeavily covered in thidew York Timedt
was a national race of significance.

DePue: The general election, as well?

Findley: Yeah, yeah.
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| think this is the same time period you became a Lincoln Laureate.
Il n 1980, | dimdwhy. 6ve often wonde
What does that mean, being a Lincoln Laureate?

Well, they recognize you for a significant contribution to the heritage of
Lincoln. I got through legislation that made the Lincoln home a part of the
National Park Service, which wagwed in the Springfield area as a massive
attainment.

Well, good thing you got the inkwell back, then.
I 61 1 never forget that. (chuckl es)

Sorry, | just had to throw that in there. | think you had an experience at the
Republican Nabnal Convention, as well.

Oh, yes.
Didndét you go as a Bush supporter?

Il n 680, |l believe | did, yes. Il tds cur
effort to embarrass me at a Republican convention, but they did. They

organized a Wole couple of busloads of people. They came in to try to get my
attention and the attention of others in a hotel where Lucille and | stayed. |
remember the day they were circling th
must go. He s u p ptloisristasa RepuldicarPpreSidedtial N o w
convention. | was a bystander. Oh, | guess | had a vote on the nomination

process, but | was certainly not a figure of importance.

It probably was a curiosity to most of the main players there at the Republican
convention.

It got publicity, and thatds what they
Why Bush, rather than Reagan?

At that ti me, Bushds position on soci a
Reagands. On abort i on,entlalcandidate aterpd, e , B u
was tougher. He was more proactive on constitutional amendment.

Well, the big issue between the two men, in the primary campaign, dealt with

how they both were going to approach fixing the economy. Of course, the
famousphase from Bush, at tsupdysidet i me, was
economics was fivoodoo economics. 0 How
question?
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I think it was Bush who challenged Rea
sure.

Right, t hada&disd whlmdutBuRdhagands economic
Il didndot take part in that discussion
You didndét have an opinion, one way oOfr
economy?

| 6m sure that, whatever | saimbre was th
money than we take in. | think | left it pretty much there. By the way, | did not
support é My memoryob6s coming back a |

members to endorse Reagan tax cuts. He was all over the law as president. He
was for higher taxegt one point. He was for lower taxes, another. | was
concerned about the rising federal debt, which was trivial then, but I thought it
was massive.

That would have been 681 or 6827
Eighty. |l 6m speatwodng about 0680. Eighty

Welbyou said you supported his efforts t
after you would have been in office.

That 6s right, vyeah, yeah. | was speaki

Was it thePlayboyincident, where you were going to getAtayboyor was
that the 1980 campaign?

The 1980 campaign. David Robinson was my opponent. Somebody asked him
what heds goi Rlaboypou bdo cahboyut amyd he sai
itwithatenf oot pole. 0 He didnét jump into i

How did a pictureof youd at least for a short tindeget into the pages of
Playboy Magazine (Congressman laughs)

| happened to be on the House steps one day. There was a Republican
photographer and a Democratic photographer, serving the House. The

Republican photogpher said there was a very famous Japanese

photographer. He wanted to take a picture of women lobbying, to use to

illustrate a larger article and would I mind being photographed with her? |
should have said, ANo, 0 buthed She ai d, iV
turned out to be sort ofRlayboytype gal, and, to her deligh®Jayboy

decided to publish a whole page about her, with nude pictures around the

edge, and then, a big picture of me with her in the center. When | heard about

it, the presses wem@dready underway. My only hope to stop them was Charles
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